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Review rules out fresh measures after fatal accident 

NO NEW ACTION 
ON POOL SAFETY 


Report by Richard Guttridge 


A POOL at a nature reserve 
in Dudley where a father 
drowned will not get new safe¬ 
ty measures, Dudley Council 
has ruled. 

A safety review was launched at the 
Fens Pool Nature Reserve’s Middle 
Pool in Pensnett following the tragic 
death of Deon Mullings during a fam¬ 
ily picnic last July. 

The 35-year-old, from Holly Hall, Dudley, 
had been playing ball games with his daughters 
at the beauty spot but failed to resurface after 
going into the water to retrieve a ball. 

A schoolboy also had 
I to be rescued from the 
pool in 2011 after fall- 
| ing 25ft down a bank. 

Children regularly 
I play beside the water 
and it was considered 
whether better protec¬ 
tion was needed but 
bosses this week said 
changes would not 
] be made at the coun¬ 
cil-managed site. 

Environmental of¬ 
ficer Matt Williams 
said: “The council has undertaken a review of 
safety at Fens Pool Nature Reserve, in conjunc¬ 
tion with the coroner’s report, which returned 
a verdict of accidental death. 



Deon Mullings 


Dangers 

“The review found that there is no need to 
implement additional measures on site, how¬ 
ever, the council will continue to build on its 
annual educational campaign which warns of 
the dangers related to open water.” 

Pensnett councillor John Martin said there 
was only so much the council could do but he 
believes signs around the nature reserve need 
to be made clearer. 

He said: “Over the years sadly there have 
been fatalities. While I wouldn’t want to see 
measures that spoil the beauty of the reserve 
and restrict access, I do think the council could 
introduce more safety signage, particularly 
around the pools. 

“A lot of people who visit the area for the first 
time are beguiled by how beautiful and how 
calm the water actually is. They are surprised 
by how it becomes very deep very quickly.” 

Father-of-four Mr Mullings was pulled from 
the water by rescue divers and taken to Bir¬ 
mingham’s Queen Elizabeth Hospital, but 
could not be saved. 


CEMETERY SINGER DAN IS DIGGING X FACTOR SCENE 



Sandwell Council grave digger Daniel Gardner, age 24, has made it through the first rounds of auditions for top TV show the X Factor 


FROM digging to gigging - that’s how a Black 
Country gravedigger hopes his career will 
progress. 

Dan Gardner, from Rowley Regis, works at 
a cemetery in Smethwick and practises his 
singing while he is doing the day job. 

After getting the thumbs up at his first X 
Factor audition in Birmingham, the 24-year- 
old has his foot on the first rung of the ladder 
to stardom. 

Dan, who started as an apprentice grave¬ 
digger in September, wowed producers with 
his rendition of Roy Orbison’s Cryin’ and is 


waiting to hear if he will appear on the ITV 
show. 

The glamour of performing is a far cry from 
his main jobs, which include digging graves 
and maintenance. 

However, the cemetery technician said: 
“It’s the best job in the world. 

“It’s great to be able to help the public and 
is very fragile and delicate - customer service 
is 100 per cent important.” 

He added: “If I’m walking around the cem¬ 
etery I’m always singing to myself. 

“I also practise every night at home. I love 


singing and I would absolutely love to do 
some gigs.” 

Singing is his passion and he hopes to pro¬ 
gress in the X Factor to become a household 
name. 

He was entered into the audition at St An¬ 
drew’s football ground by his girlfriend Eli¬ 
sha. 

Dan said: “I got through the first audition 
but now there’s a wait before I hear if I can 
sing in front of the judges. But I’m confident 
they will pick me and I hope the X Factor can 
see I have got something different.” 



HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY 
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CUTS 

Bowls and croquet 
fees set to rocket 

A CUT in funding for the maintenance of 
bowling greens and croquet lawns in Dud¬ 
ley could see player fees rocket. 

Dudley Council provides £79,000 a year 
to help look after greens and lawns in the 
area but this funding looks likely to be cut 
under cost-cutting plans. The council is in 
talks with many of the borough’s clubs over 
how the greens and lawns will be main¬ 
tained in the wake of cuts. 

Talks of the clubs entering a lease ar¬ 
rangement to enable them to access 
funding not available to the council or un¬ 
dertaking asset transfer are among options 
proposed. 

EDUCATION 

Improving school is 
now back on track 

A SCHOOL that was told it had to improve 
has been recognised by the Government 
following a remarkable turnaround in its for¬ 
tunes over recent years. 

Blackheath Primary School is one of 
around 10 schools included in a Govern¬ 
ment programme after making improve¬ 
ments. The school in Britannia Road, was 
told it needed to improve by Ofsted follow¬ 
ing an inspection four years ago. 

Staff rose to the challenge with a surge 
in standards catching attention in Whitehall. 
Headteacher Pali Nahal said: “It’s reward¬ 
ing our hard work as a school.” 



Here at 

Jordans Solicitors 

we offer, Conveyancing 
both Residential and 
Commercial, Wills and 
Probate, Powers of Attorney 
& Family Law... 


If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday are not very convenient 
for you we can offer Thursday evening and 
Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH 
Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solidtors.co.uk 
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Left laptop resulted in jail for perverts 


A LAPTOP carrying indecent images of children 
has led to two men being jailed after it was acci¬ 
dentally left at Wolverhampton train station. 

The computer was left at the station in February 
2014, and when owner Christopher Williams, 52, 
returned to collect it, he was arrested. 

In October that year, he was convicted of posses¬ 
sion and distributing indecent images of children. 
He was given a non-custodial sentence. 

Sharing 

Officers also found that Williams, of no fixed 
address, had been sharing files with Harjit Sian, 
42, and discovered he had sent him 22 indecent 


images. When they searched Sian’s home on Quin¬ 
ton Road West, Birmingham, they found a laptop 
and memory card containing 902 images and four 
videos. 

He was charged with seven offences relating to 
the images and admitted the charges. 

Sian was jailed for 18 months at Birmingham 
Crown Court earlier this month. 

He was also placed on the sex offenders register 
for 10 years. 

Supt Allan Gregory, from British Transport Po¬ 
lice, said: “In interview, it was clear Sian did not 
comprehend the gravity of his offending or the im¬ 
pact it had on others. 


“To him, they were simply images and he didn’t 
associate them with the wider abuse of children, 
which would’ve taken place for them to exist. 

Pursue 

“We are satisfied with the sentence handed to 
Sian, which reflects the seriousness of the offences 
he committed and we hope it gives him time to 
fully consider what he has done. 

“While the majority of the crimes we deal with 
are on the rail network, this case shows that we 
are prepared to pursue offenders beyond the tracks 
and we will do everything in our power to obtain 
justice for victims.” 


'Callous' hit and run 
driver sent to prison 

A ‘CALLOUS’ disqualified driver 
who left a schoolgirl fighting for 
her life after mowing her down 
on a pedestrian crossing has 
been jailed for 33 months. 

Adnan Ajram, who was electroni¬ 
cally tagged, had been out with his 
girlfriend and was late back for a 
10pm curfew when he overtook a car 
in Grange Lane, Stourbridge on De¬ 
cember 17, and struck the teenager, a 
court heard. 

Claudia Visser, aged 15, was seriously 
injured when hit by Ajram’s Volkswagen 
Passat. He failed to stop and later aban¬ 
doned the car. 

The court heard that earlier that day the 
24-year-old car valet had attended a ‘think¬ 
ing skills’ session as part of his sentence for 
a previous driving offence. 

Hannah Grove, a witness to the collision, 
said Ajram had overtaken her in a 30mph 
zone and was doing around 45-50mph as he 
approached the pedestrian crossing outside 
Pedmore Technology College. 

Claudia, who had been out with friends 
celebrating the last day of the school term 
before Christmas, tried to step back onto 
the pavement. 

The court heard she suffered a fractured 
skull, bleeding to the brain, both legs bro¬ 
ken, wrist and collar bone fractures, and 
damage to her spleen. 

She was hospitalised for seven weeks and 
still uses a wheelchair, although she can 
walk short distances with crutches. 

When arrested, Ajram claimed his girl¬ 
friend had been driving and texted her tell¬ 
ing her not to speak to police. 

He made a ‘heartfelt apology’ for 
everything he had put Claudia’s family 
through. 

Judge Nicolas Webb told the defendant: 

“You are a callous and dishonest young 
man with no regard for the law and only 
interested in your own selfish ends.” 

Ajram, of Careless Green, Lye, pleaded 
guilty to causing serious injury by danger¬ 
ous driving. He was also disqualified for 
driving for four years and ordered to pay a 
£120 victim surcharge. 

Pc Karl Davies, of the collision investiga¬ 
tion unit, said the family believed that the 
sentence could never be a true reflection of 
Claudia’s long road to recovery. 



Maureen Morley, Jon Jones, Sheila Campbell and Jeni Hatton launching the blooming boat 


HALESOWEN’S quest for honours 
in this year’s Britain in Bloom con¬ 
test has been given an extra boost 
by the addition of a narrowboat 
named The Blooming Boat. 

The boat will sit on land next to 
the traffic island at the bottom of 
Mucklow Hill to form the centre¬ 
piece of the town’s floral display. 

Halesowen walked away with 
gold during last year’s regional 
awards competition, which is run 
by the Royal Horticultural Society. 
That was an improvement on 2014 


when the town had to settle for a 
silver gilt medal. 

Members of the Coombeswood 
Canal Trust have given their ex¬ 
pertise and time to help this year’s 
campaign. The original narrowboat 
was used at Stewarts & Lloyd tubes 
works at Coombeswood. 

Eve O’Connor, Chairman of 
Halesowen in Bloom, said: “It’s a 
fantastic event for Halesowen and 
something from which the whole 
town will benefit from. We have 
hundreds of volunteers already 


involved in the event but we are 
always encouraging many more to 
come on board. 

“We are always looking to im¬ 
prove on what we have previously 
done and The Blooming Boat is a 
great addition.” 

Judging for Britain in Bloom 
will take place on July 20 and the 
committee is hoping as many busi¬ 
nesses, community groups, schools 
and individuals as possible will get 
involved in putting on floral dis¬ 
plays. 


Arrests are 
made after 
masked men 
strike twice 

A CASHIER was threatened with a gun 
hidden in a bag as armed robbers struck 
two shops in Stourbridge within min¬ 
utes. 

Officers were alerted to a robbery 
at Tesco Express in Platts Road, Am- 
blecote, just before 10.30pm on Monday, 
where it is believed a cashier was threat¬ 
ened with a firearm concealed inside a 
bag. 

The masked men had struck just 
minutes earlier at a Co-Op store in The 
Broadway, Norton, less than two miles 
away, entering the store wearing bala¬ 
clavas and demanding money. 

A quantity of cash taken from both 
locations. 

Thanks to a quick-thinking witness 
who noted down the getaway car’s reg¬ 
istration plate after the Tesco robbery, 
police were able to track the vehicle, be¬ 
lieved to be a Vauxhall Zafira, to Bedcote 
Place around 11pm. 

The driver, a 27-year-old man, was 
arrested while a 25-year-old man was 
detained nearby, and a cash till and 
clothing were recovered from the vehi¬ 
cle. 

Both are currently being held in police 
custody on suspicion of robbery. 

Detective Sergeant Kerrie Scriven, 
said: “We had the men in custody just 
30 minutes after the robberies being re¬ 
ported to us and that’s thanks largely to 
the swift actions of a witness who took 
down the getaway car’s details. 

“No-one was injured at either store 
but understandably staff who were 
threatened have been left badly shaken.” 

Entries Invited for 
Black Country Run 

RUNNERS are being invited to get in 
training to enter the 2016 Black Coun¬ 
try Run being held in Halesowen. 

The 10km road race is taking place 
on July 3 at 9am and is being organised 
by Halesowen and Rowley Regis Rotary 
Club. 

More than 1,100 took part in the 
event in 2015 and entries can be made 
online at www.theblackcountryrun.com 
website. 

There will also be a 5km fun run tak¬ 
ing place on the same day, at 11.30am. 

A total of £27,000 for charities was 
raised by runners last year bringing 
the total amount now raised since the 
inaugural event in 2012 to more than 
£77,000. 

Unro are hurt as van 
hits barrier on M5 

TWO people were hurt when a van 
crashed into a barrier on the M5 on 
Monday. 

The accident happened just after noon 
on the northbound carriageway between 
junction three for Halesowen and two 
for Oldbury. 



UPTO 
75% OFF 


ABIE & BROIHIEY 

CARPETS/BEDS 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL WAREHOUSE 

SOFAS, 

VINYLS AND 
LAMINATES 


& 


Est 1978 

Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
Or anyone needing that extra help? 
Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 

We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T 

Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
Move heavy furniture and shave doors 
Terms and conditions apply. 


Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal 

S3 www.ablecarpets.co.uk 

FREEPHONE I 


COVERS ALL AREAS 


• Halesowen 

• Cradley 

• Oldhill 

• Blackheath 


• Hasbury 

• Hayley Green 

• Rowley Regis 

• Oldbury 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 

880341 


Homeclad 



t- 4 • FAS Cl AS 

• GUTTERING 
g • SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 



SPRING 

mkr 

Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 




Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics 
now available 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory 
Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for 


Bay Windows 


U Conce pt! FREEPHONE I 

Dim ne 08005875279I 

Ull [ l|l ^ -- Open SeveniDaysa Week 


0121 429 3169 


Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pot 1QQ1 ■ 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail cutting and trimming 

• Diabetic footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 



FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 1 201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 
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Councillor 
is stripped 
of role on 
authority 

A COUNCILLOR suspended from the 
party pending the outcome of a police 
probe has been stripped of his role on 
the authority after failing to attend 
meetings for six months. 

Councillor Derrick Hemingsley, La¬ 
bour, who represents Wordsley, was 
suspended from the party at the end 
of last year but will now lose his title 
as a councillor under the terms of the 
Local Government Act. 

Philip Tart, council strategic direc¬ 
tor for resources and transformation, 
said: “Councillor Hemingsley’s term 
of office will end on April 21 in accord¬ 
ance with the provisions of the Local 
Government Act 1972, as he took the 
decision to absent himself from coun¬ 
cil meetings for personal reasons.” 

Councillor Hemingsley is on police 
bail. Police confirmed a 55-year-old 
man had been arrested in Penzer 
Street, Kingswinford, on November 
6, on suspicion of grooming. 


Flags to fly in 
Nethertonto 
remember Ivor 

PLANS to erect a 20ft high flagpole 
in the centre of Netherton in memory 
of a community stalwart are set to go 
ahead. 

The towering pole is to be placed 
next to the Titanic Anchor and has 
been recommended for approval by 
Dudley Council planners. 

The scheme is in memory of Neth¬ 
erton legend Ivor Lucas, who died in 
September 2014. 

Ward councillor Elaine Taylor said: 
“We wanted to pay tribute to Ivor who 
was a strong part of the community 
and very respected. We’re very proud 
of this idea and where it will be situ¬ 
ated is absolutely ideal..” 

Members of the public will be able 
to pay a small fee to fly the flag for 
their own cause on any given day. 

Mr Lucas’s daughter Fiona, 52, said 
she was delighted the scheme looks to 
have the council’s backing. Her father 
was the chairman of Friends of Neth¬ 
erton Park and the Netherton Regen¬ 
eration Group. 

She added: “I think this is the per¬ 
fect idea.” 

Asbo move over 
yobs near store 

POLICE are ready to use anti-social 
behaviour orders to stop yobs causing 
problems outside an Old Hill super¬ 
market. 

Officers said Samra’s Supermarket 
in Halesowen Road has been the tar¬ 
get of repeated disorder by the same 
group of youths. Those responsible 
have been identified and police are 
aiming to get Asbos imposed on them 


Surgery rated inadequate by inspectors 



Quarry Road Surgery in Dudley Wood 


A GP surgery in Dudley Wood has 
been rated inadequate by healthcare 
inspectors. 

Quarry Road Surgery, on Quarry 
Road, which has more than 2,500 
registered patients, was described as 
inadequate in its safety and manage¬ 
ment service, and has been told it re¬ 
quires improvement. 

Another inspection will take place 
in six months and if progress is not 
considered sufficient it could face clo¬ 
sure. 

The practice has 2,670 patients 
registered under a General Medical 


Services contract with NHS England. 

The inspection took place on Febru¬ 
ary 10 led by a Care Quality Commis¬ 
sion inspector, GP specialist advisor, 
a CQC nurse advisor and a second 
inspector. 

Key findings reported that inci¬ 
dents were managed effectively but 
not formally recorded, governance 
arrangements were not robust and 
the practice was not operating an ef¬ 
fective system with regards to moni¬ 
toring high risk medicines. 

The 

Inspectors observed a friendly at¬ 


mosphere throughout the surgery, 
noting that members of staff were 
courteous and helpful and that people 
were treated with dignity and respect. 

But the surgery was found not to 
follow key protocols effectively and 
governance arrangement were not 
always robust. 

Pam Bradbury, chair of Health- 
watch Dudley, said: “Although this 
report is of concern to us we are con¬ 
fident the CQC is monitoring the rec¬ 
ommendations and we will support 
them and Dudley CCG to enable im¬ 
provements to be made.” 


Hospital investigates 
baby name tag blunder 



Parents Gemma Evans and Zeke Tennan feared they had taken home somebody else’s child when 
the wrong name tag was discovered on baby Tyler Evans’ foot when they got home to Netherton 


THE boss of Dudley’s Clinical Commis¬ 
sioning Group has called on the town’s 
Russells Hall Hospital to conduct a 
thorough review after parents said 
their newborn baby was sent home 
with the wrong name tag. 

Gemma Evans and Zeke Tennan feared 
they had taken home somebody else’s child 
when the tag was discovered on baby Tyler 
Evans’ foot at his home in Netherton. 

Russells Hall has launched an investigation fol¬ 
lowing the blunder and Dr David Hegarty, chair¬ 
man of the CCG, which plans and buys health 
services in Dudley, said: “I can only imagine how 
distressing this is for the family of baby Tyler 
Evans. 

“I am sorry to hear about this incident and un¬ 
derstand the level of trust that the family placed on 
Russells Hall Hospital has not been met. 

“This will be investigated thoroughly and the 
CCG is calling on the hospital management to 
review all aspects of this service, so that they can 
give assurance to Dudley people on the quality and 
safety of care being provided.” 

Gemma Evans said she was gripped by panic 
when she noticed the tag and had to double-check 
that it was her son Tyler. 

Shocked 

She criticised the hospital and said she could eas¬ 
ily have taken home the wrong child. 

Tyler was born on April 7 and was kept in until 
last Tuesday when he was discharged. 

It was only later that day while changing him 
that Miss Evans, aged 26, noticed he still had his 
nametag attached - and to her horror that it had 
the wrong name on. 

She said: “I was changing him and I realised he 
had the wrong nametag on his foot. 

“I was shocked and angry, I just couldn’t believe 
it. 

“He could have gone home with the wrong family 
and we could have lost him. 

“I was kind of panicking and I did think for a 
minute ‘have I got the right baby?”’ 

“How can they make such a mistake? When the 

baby is being released how can they not check the 
name tag before the baby is taken home?” 

Miss Evans said she and her partner Zeke Ken- 
nan, 21, had more serious concerns about whether 
their son had been mistaken for another child while 
undergoing tests in hospital. 

He was kept in following his birth via a caesarian 
because of a chest infection. 


“She said: “What if they got the blood mixed up 
too - did he even have an infection? 

“He seems alright at the moment but we have 
still got to get him checked out. I’m really worried 
now.” 

Paula Clark, chief executive, of Dudley Group 
NHS Trust, which runs Russells Hall, said an in¬ 
vestigation had been launched. 


She said: “We take the safety and security of ba¬ 
bies born and cared for at our hospital extremely 
seriously. 

“We are undertaking a thorough investigation 
into concerns raised by the family of Tyler Evans. 

“Unfortunately we are unable to comment fur¬ 
ther until the facts have been established and the 
investigation has concluded.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Osborne backs 
£200m offices 

ONE of the UK’s biggest property 
investors is backing a £200 million 
scheme to create Three Snowhill, a 
420,000 sq ft office block in the heart 
of Birmingham. 

It is the largest city centre office 
scheme outside London and has been 
hailed by Chancellor George Osborne 
as a step towards making the Mid¬ 
lands ‘Britain’s engine for growth’. 

M&G Real Estate has confirmed 
it will fund developer Ballymore’s 
scheme, which could house up to 4,000 
workers. Around 450 construction 
jobs will also be created. 

Shakespeare fun 
day at city library 

A SHAKESPEARE-THEMED family 
fun day is taking place at the Library 
of Birmingham this Saturday. 

From story-telling and perfor¬ 
mances to interactive craft sessions, 
the venue will be a hive of activity 
from 11am until 4pm. 

Visitors will be able to make ruffs, 
cuffs, and other items of Elizabethan 
finery with artistic experts from Bir¬ 
mingham City University in a ‘Being 
Shakespeare’ workshop and also take 
‘selfies’ dressed up with Shakespear¬ 
ean props courtesy of Birmingham 
Repertory Theatre. 

56,000 treated at 
urgent care centre 

MORE than 50,000 patients have 
been treated at an urgent care cen¬ 
tre since it opened 12 months ago to 
take pressure off the busy accident 
and emergency unit at Russells Hall 
Hospital. 

The site replaced the walk-in cen¬ 
tre at Holly Hall in Dudley. Since it 
opened in April last year, more than 
120,000 people have been through the 
doors. Of these, 56,000 have attended 
the urgent care service for assessment 
and treatment. 

Tug boats return for 
museum's canal event 

TUG boats will be chugging their way 
to the Black Country Living Museum 
in Dudley for a boating extravaganza 
next weekend. 

Tug boats were an essential part 
of the canal network across the West 
Midlands, and a driving force in the 
industrial revolution. Visitors over the 
May Day bank holiday weekend (April 
30 to May 2) will be able to see the old 
boats in action. 

For more information visit the 
www.bclm.com website. 

Vintage vinyl at fair 

A VINTAGE vinyl records and craft 
fair is being held at a Stourbridge vis¬ 
itor attraction next month. 

The fair will be taking place in the 
Ruskin Glass Centre in Wollaston 
Road, Amblecote, on Sunday, May 8, 
11am to 4pm, featuring a variety of 
stalls. 


Fresh Plants in at Green Leevs 


pjSr^ 


• Cucumber Tomato (including snack size) • Chilli and Pepper • Beetroot • Pea 
• Broad/Fresh/Runner Bean • Cabbage • Cauliflower • Carrot • Calabrese 



i varieties of all your favourite herbs | 

r 

BEST QUALITY COMPOST 

Durstons 3 for £ I © 

Erin 3 for £12 


Fence Panels Reasonably Priced ( 



T 


DISPLAY SHEDS AND GREENHOUSES ON SITE 


n 


To see our video of offers and our video tutorials. 

Green Leevs Garden Centre 52-53 Halesowen Street, 
Rowley Regis, B65 OHF OPPOSITE SAINSBURYS BLACKHEATH 

Open 7 days a week 9am-5pm Sunday 1 Oam-2pm Tel: 0121 561 1011 


cashconverters 

9 Long Lane Blackheath 

B650HY Tel: 01215594007 


buy • sell • borrow 
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THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


“WHAT’S an ansadoo?” Question asked by a reader’s 
small child on first hearing the song: “Daisy, Daisy, give 
me your answer, do” 

SUMMER approaches, the garden goes mad. So, on a 
whim and for the first time in many years, I tuned into The 
Archers, just to see if they had any topical horticultural 
tips. Not a chance. It seems to be mostly about killing 
imperfect husbands. I’m not angry. I’m just disappointed 

THINGS to do on a rainy day. The Government pro-EU 
leaflet is snappily entitled “Why the Government believes 
that voting to remain in the European Union is the best 
decision for the UK.” A reader tells me that with skilful use 
of a black marker pen he has retitled the leaflet: “Govern¬ 
ment lie: voting to remain in the EU is the best decision 
for the UK.”_ 

j JEREMY Corbyn, who voted 
r - against the Common Market in 

. J I 1975 and against the Lisbon 
|, Treaty, is trying to convince the 
British people that he really 
PM supports the EU now. If nothing 
I else, Jez is giving our fellow 
^ Europeans a lesson in colloquial 
i English by demonstrating that 
useful term “lukewarm”. 

SO who was the villain and whose vested interests 
were being served by this week’s disclosure that Tory 
media minister John Whittingdale went out with a dom- 
inatrix? Was it the pressure group Hacked Off, out to 
take a newspaper scalp? Was it the wicked Press, out 
to blackmail the minister? Or was it the BBC, eager to 
pile on pressure to keep the TV licence? This is an issue 
involving that old concept “the public interest.” But the 
real public interest, the question that will not go away, the 
burning issue that Joe Public wants answering, is nothing 
to do with the Beeb, the Press or Hacked Off. It is simply 
this: How do you go out with a woman for six months and 
not know she is a dominatrix? I think we should be told. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


IThief took cars worth 
£l00k to pay off debt 


By John Scott 


A COURIER who stole £100,000 worth of 
cars in four months to pay off a debt was this 
week starting a three year jail sentence. 

Wajid Riaz targeted high value second hand mo¬ 
tors being sold by dealers or advertised in Auto 
Trader, Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. 

The 30-year-old, who had a previous conviction for steal¬ 
ing vehicles, struck first after meeting a man who was sell¬ 
ing an almost new BMW M4 
worth £50,000. 

The defendant asked to 
take it for a test drive and 
roared off leaving the owner 
standing in Overend Road, 

Cradley Heath, said Mr Mi¬ 
chael Conry. 

But he did not get far, 
crashing just minutes later 
and abandoning the badly 
damaged vehicle after steal¬ 
ing it on June 16. 

He was also involved in 
the theft of a £39,000 Audi 
A7 from a dealership in 
Hopwood, near Birming¬ 
ham, three months later. 

While viewing the vehicle 
Riaz switched the ignition 
key and two other men re¬ 
turned to steal it two days 
later on September 21. 

It had already been 
stripped for parts by the 
time it was located 24 hours 
later. 

Next Riaz met a motor 
dealer from Cheltenham on 
September 23 to discuss the 
purchase of a £9,000 BMW 
3 Series during which he 
switched keys before coming 
back to take the car later in 
the day. 

But the key ploy backfired 


a week later when somebody 
tried to use the key fob he 
had exchanged for the real 
one — and realised what 
had happened — before he 
had time to steal a £31,000 
Audi A7 in Coventry. 

Riaz used the same ruse 
on October 27 to take an 
Audi A6 from a woman in 
Leicestershire who had ad¬ 
vertised the vehicle for sale 
in Auto Trader. But it was 
traced through a tracker de¬ 
vice on the vehicle. Twelve 
hours later the car had false 
registration plates when po¬ 
lice found Riaz at the wheel 
and arrested him. 

Mr Jasvir Mann, defend¬ 
ing, said: “He was a self 
employed courier and had 
borrowed £4,000 to buy a 
van for use in the delivery 
of parcels. Those who loaned 
the money put pressure on 
him” 

Riaz, from Phillip Sidney 
Road, Sparkhill pleaded 
guilty to four car thefts and 
one attempted theft and was 
sent to prison by Recorder 
Simon Ward. 


[Trees making a comeback 



Councillor Stuart Henley with one of the newly planted trees 


REPLACEMENT trees 
have finally been planted 
in a Halesowen Street, two 
years after the originals 
were removed because they 
were considered dangerous. 

Residents from Olive Hill 
Road had been left disgrun¬ 
tled after more than 12 trees 
were cut down by Dudley 
Council because the author¬ 
ity declared the trees were 
in a dangerous condition. 

Residents complained to 
Councillor Stuart Henley 
about the loss of trees when 
he was campaigning for 
election in May 2014. 

The Halesowen North 
councillor said: “I promised 
I would do all I could to get 
the trees replanted, either 
through the council or do¬ 
nated by a third party. 

“It has taken over two 
years to get here but I have 
had seven trees replanted. 
I did want to get more but 
due to underground services 
this was not viable.” 

Councillor Henley added 
that he had been contacted 
by a number of residents 
welcoming the tree plant¬ 
ing, saying that it would 
help to stop motorists park¬ 
ing on the pavement and as¬ 
sist with air quality. 

He said: “Residents are 
happy the issue has finally 
been resolved.” 


Brewer is 
toasting 
deal with 
Finland 

CRAFT beer from the Black 
Country will soon be served 
in bars in Finland after 
award-winning Stourbridge 
brewery Sadler’s Ales won 
its first major exporting 
deal. 

The Lye brewer will be 
shipping thousands of bot¬ 
tles of its Hop Bomb and 
Red Ale IPA to the Scan¬ 
dinavian country over the 
next 12 months as it looks 
to ramp up its overseas busi¬ 
ness, following a UK Trade 
& Investment trip to Latvia 
in November last year. 

Ian King, sales director, 
said the three-day export 
insight visit had been an 
exciting catalyst for new 
business opportunities and 
markets. 

Adviser 

The brewery is also in ad¬ 
vanced talks with distribu¬ 
tors in Norway and Sweden, 
after the opportunities were 
spotted by Paul Keeling, the 
company’s UKTI interna¬ 
tional trade adviser. 

“It’s an exciting time for 
the brewery and we are very 
pleased to be in the process 
of sending our first major 
consignment of beers to Fin¬ 
land, which will be sold in 
retail stores and bars across 
the country,” said Mr King. 

“It’s the culmination of a 
lot of hard work by the team 
here but we are confident 
about the quality of our 
beers and are determined 
to get our brand known in 
as many territories as pos¬ 
sible.” 
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Shakespeare 

anniversary 

celebrations 

THE BBC is marking the 400th an¬ 
niversary of William Shakespeare’s 
death with a live programme from 
the Royal Shakespeare Company’s 
various sites in Stratford over this 
weekend. 

April 23 is not only the Bard’s birth¬ 
day but also marks 400 years since 
his death. Hosted by David Tennant 
and Catherine Tate, those involved in 
Shakespeare Live will include Dames 
Judi Dench and Helen Mirren, Bene¬ 
dict Cumberbatch, Sirs Ian McKellan 
and Antony Sher, Meera Syal, mem¬ 
bers of the Birmingham Royal Ballet, 
singers Gregory Porter and Alison 
Moyet. The show will be broadcast 
live from 8.30pm on BBC Two. 

Amateur performers are also cele¬ 
brating the Bard’s anniversary with a 
variety of different tributes. On Sat¬ 
urday singers from Elmfield School 
in Stourbridge, Old Swinford Hos¬ 
pital School and Summerhill Choral 
Society from Kingswinford will per¬ 
form a Youth Showcase Concert at St 
James’s Church in Wollaston. 

The choirs will perform several ar¬ 
rangements of Shakespeare’s songs 
which he wrote for inclusion in his 
plays, and the event is organised by 
Local and Live, a non-profit-making 
group based in Stourbridge, assisted 
by Irish composer Shaun Davey. 

For tickets, £9, contact (01384) 
377162. Under-18s get free admission. 

Airport has an extra 
100,000 passengers 

BIRMINGHAM Airport is celebrating 
a record-breaking run of 13 months 
of consecutive growth, as an extra 
100,000 passengers travelled through 
the West Midlands gateway in March. 

Last month saw 830,544 passengers 
in total flying in and out of Birming¬ 
ham. The growth comes alongside the 
airport’s success offering new routes. 


Councillors share heartache 
over the death of leader 


5 


Hat’s the way for the mayor to say thanks 



Maisy Neale, aged 15, from Halesowen, is trying on the mayoral hat with Dudley Mayor and Mayoress Steve and Jayne Waltho 

DUDLEY Youth Council received a was full of praise for the youngsters the Mayor and Mayoress trying on the 
warm welcome at the Council House who had been ‘highly commended’ at mayor’s hat. 

from the borough’s mayor and mayor- the recent Dudley Council for Volun- “They were all very grateful for the 
ess. tary Service awards. visit and liked the hospitality and to be 

Members of the youth council were He said: “The youth council do such formally thanked,” the mayor added, 
welcomed into the Mayor’s Parlour for great work in the borough we wanted The youth council uses local au- 
a formal thank you for the work done to invite them over to the Mayor’s Par- thorities such as Dudley Council as a 
on behalf of young people in the Dud- lour to say thank you.” model and has young representatives 

ley area. One of the visitors, Maisy Neale, for areas of the borough with elections 

Mayor Councillor Steve Walthow aged 15, from Halesowen, posed with held for candidates. 


“WE all miss Darren but his legacy will live on.” Those the 
words that echoed around the Sandwell Council chamber as 
members paid tribute to popular former leader Darren Coop¬ 
er at the first full council meeting since his sudden death. 

An emotional session was dedicated almost entirely to Councillor 
Cooper, with several councillors honouring their former leader, who 
was dubbed ‘Mr Sandwell’. 


His deputy and friend Councillor 
Steve Eling, who is now acting leader, 
delivered a rousing speech in which he 
pledged to continue the work that was 
done under his leadership. 

Tributes were paid to the married 
father-of-three, who was leader of 
the Labour-controlled authority since 
2009 and a councillor for 25 years, fol¬ 
lowing his sudden death last month at 
the age of just 52. 

A civic memorial event will be held 
in his honour at West Bromwich Town 
Hall tomorrow, Friday. He was a pas¬ 
sionate Baggies fan and a familiar face 
at the Hawthorns. He had been touted 
as a future MP as well as a possibility 
for the role of the West Midlands’ first 
metro mayor. 

Councillor Eling told members: “It 
is a massive loss and it is a challenge 
for somebody else to pick up and do 
what Darren has done over the years. 

“As leader of the council he has 
taken us through the most difficult 
time in history, other than wartime, 
for local government. 

“The cuts from 2010 are the most 
severe that have been imposed on local 
government and to carry the council 
through that as leader is an incredible 
task. We all miss Darren but his legacy 
will live on.” 

Mayor Barbara Price, who led the 
meeting at Sandwell Council House in 
Oldbury, said: “It’s been a devastating 
blow to everybody. It just hurts at the 



Legacy - Sandwell’s Darren Cooper 


moment.” Councillor Paul Sandars 
said the authority now has an ‘enor¬ 
mous hole’ to fill. He said: “He was 
the salt of the earth, a Black Country 
lad made good. 

“People have said he almost cer¬ 
tainly would have been an MP and 
maybe higher than an MP. He was 
one of us. He was a friend.” 

Councillor Peter Hughes said: “I 
shall never forget that cheeky grin 
and the winks he used to give me. I 
was 10 years his elder but he was a 
mentor to me.” 

Councillor Maria Crompton said: 
“He was my friend, I love him and 
miss him.” 



Windows & Conservatories, Orangeries 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 


MASSIVE MISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON MAY INSTALLATIONS 

Every window and conservatory is custom 
^ made to the most rigorous quality 

standards you will find in the 

---- s industry. 

No other company the 
■ ■! i 1 area ^ as more experience and 
know how than Rydale, and 
11 *§J l f " ■ that’s why we have been in 

iUd I , business for 
I I more than 

I 31 years. 


YEAR 


Replace the 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
room you can use 
all year round 


Supplied & 
Fitted...across 
the Midlands 


■IE ULTIMATE 1 ... . 

dm ■ ■ 


— No deposits or 
stage payments, you 
only pay when the- 4 
installation has 
been completed 


Saturday 9am to 4pm 


EsmmmSl 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, April 21,2016 




















































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, April 21,2016 



‘Kerb’your 
enthusiasm 
to park on 
pavement 

YOU might think with the EU referendum 
and all the other rows going on at the 
moment, that the Government had got its 
hands pretty full and didn’t really need to 
involve itself with any other distractions. 

But no, give anybody in authority the 
chance to meddle, and they will take it 
with both hands. The latest wheeze is to 
ban us from parking on the kerb, to ‘de¬ 
clutter’ our roads and encourage more 
people to walk. Yep, that’s just what the 
country is crying out for, isn’t it? 

I always thought decluttering was what 
Carol Smillie did on those awful decorat¬ 
ing shows in the 1990s. But it seems the 
powers-that-be are offended by the sight 
of our cars being parked on the pave¬ 
ment. Presumably they hope issuing a 
few tickets will see us all happily get rid 
of them and cheerfully march to work 
singing The Internationale. 

The ban on kerb parking is to bring us 
into line with London, where it has been 
prohibited for the past 40 years. But of 
course, getting around the capital is easy, 
because they have an underground rail¬ 
way. Does anybody in Westminster realise 
we don’t actually have that luxury? Here’s 
a better way to declutter our roads. Build 
wider ones with more parking. 

□ □□ 

THERE has been much consternation 
about the fact that Wolves’ new sponsor 
next season will be payday loans com¬ 
pany Money Shop. Perhaps, while they’re 
about it, it might be time to change the 
motto on the badge. Out of darkness 
cometh debt, anyone? 

□ □□ 

STILL, the murmurings surrounding 
Wolves are nothing compared to the dis¬ 
content around my club, Aston Villa. 

Former winger Steve Froggatt con¬ 
trasted the highly-paid players who have 
failed so dismally this season with the 
plight of the modestly-paid stadium staff 
who now face losing their jobs because 
of the team’s slide into what I still call the 
Second Division. 

Froggie suggested that the superannu¬ 
ated players could redeem themselves by 
donating a share of their salaries to save 
the jobs of the club staff. 

To me this sounded an eminently sen¬ 
sible suggestion, but I can’t see it hap¬ 
pening given that £9m midfielder Idrissa 
Geuye is already demanding a transfer, 
saying that relegation wasn’t part of the 
agreement, while the terminally medio¬ 
cre Leandro Bacuna thinks he should be 
playing in the Champions League rather 
than the Championship. 

Still, captain Joleon Lescott says 
seeing the humiliation confirmed was a 
weight off his shoulders. So every cloud 
has a silver lining. Dozens of ordinary 
working people face losing their jobs, the 
club will suffer the indignity of playing at 
a level they last endured in 1988. But still, 
Joleon now feels able to relax. 
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Terror victims, Patrick Evans, Joel Richards and Adrian Evans The logo for the charity Smile for Joel, to help victims’ families Owen, who lost his brother in the attack, with the wristbands 

We want their names 
to never be forgotten 


An inspirational mother and 
son have set up a charity to 
help families hit by atrocities. 

DAVID COSGROVE reports 

‘I WANT their names and beauti¬ 
ful caring ways to live on forever 
through their legacy.’ 

These were the words of a Black Coun¬ 
try mother whose son, brother and father 
were killed in the Tunisia terror attack, 
as she launched an appeal to support oth¬ 
er victims of mass atrocities. 

Suzy Richards and her surviving son Owen, 
aged 16, have created ‘Smile for Joel’ to sup¬ 
port others who have lost family members in 
a similarly harrowing manner to themselves. 

The fundraising charity - which has been 
backed by David Cameron - will work with 
Victim Support to help families who have be¬ 
come victims of traumatic bereavement, par¬ 
ticularly through homicide. 

Ms Richards said it will help keep the memo¬ 
ries of her son Joel, brother Adrian and father 
Patrick alive, who were killed by Islamic State 
terrorist Seifeddine Rezgui in June. 

Previous 

Aspiring football referee Joel, 19, was tipped 
for the top and was extremely close with his 
uncle and grandfather. 

The triple loss tore Ms Richards’ family 
apart, but she said the backing of Victim Sup¬ 
port since the tragic incident has helped them 
move through the grieving process. 

Ms Richards said: “I had never heard of 
[Victim Support] before but they turned up 
about five days after it happened and the sup¬ 
port they gave Owen initially was fantastic. 

“Since then the support for the family has 
been brilliant as well - and they are still sup¬ 
porting us now. 

“In the darkest days they actually became 
part of the family - they were with us through 
everything and helped with everything, right 
down to arranging counselling. 

“What they do is fantastic. 



David Cameron, who backed the wristbands scheme, seen with Suzy and Owen Richards 


“We decided to call it Smile for Joel because 
Joel was the youngest victim and I want to 
keep all their names alive. 

“I want to make a difference for others for 
them. 

“They were three of the nicest, most caring 
guys you could ever meet and would do any¬ 
thing for anybody. 

“I want their names to be part of helping 
others. 

“They were just three everyday guys who 
went on holiday who were sat there one min¬ 
ute and then they were murdered the next.” 

Dozens of Joel’s friends have taken photo¬ 
graphs with Smile for Joel wristbands at dif¬ 
ferent locations across the globe. 

Ms Richards penned an emotive mission 
statement on Smile for Joel’s Facebook page. 

It says: “After losing three very precious 
family members last year in the Tunisian ter¬ 


ror attacks my loving family will never be the 
same. We are shattered, broken and every day 
is a colossal struggle for not having them here 
with us. 

“To go from a family of six to three for just 
going on holiday, is an unbearable pain and 
has left an emptiness that we know will never 
go away. In the midst of this heartache I am 
determined to stand strong for my remaining 
family. 

“Like any mom would, I want to strive to 
make Owen’s life the best I can, especially 
after being the sole survivor in my family on 
that fateful day. 

“I am also determined to not let the lives of 
my son Joel, my dad Pat and my brother Ade 
be forgotten. I want their names and beautiful 
caring ways to live on forever. 

“I want to make a difference to others for 
them. 


“I want to make a difference in their name 
for others who have experienced losing some¬ 
one they love in such a heartbreaking trau¬ 
matic way. 

“Therefore, Smile for Joel in its own right 
will become a fundraising charity to support 
Victim Support and help shattered/ broken 
families who become victims of a traumatic 
bereavement through homicide including ter¬ 
rorism. 

“Not every family has the love and sup¬ 
port we have had and continue to have from 
our family, friends and our community and I 
thank you all immensely for that. 

“So together, with your help, my plan is to 
continue to make smiles for Joel.” 

The money will be distributed through Vic¬ 
tim Support. 

Ms Richards has encouraged people to come 
forward with fundraising schemes. 

A batch of Smile for Joel wristbands has 
been made and people have been encouraged 
to take photos of these at different locations 
around the world. 

Astonished 

Wednesbury North ward Councillor Elaine 
Costigan said the family’s strength was ‘inspi¬ 
rational’ and Smile for Joel was a perfect way 
to keep memories alive. 

She said: “I’m just astonished at how strong 
she is. 

“I think this is really helping to keep Suzy 
going and I know how much she wants to keep 
their names alive. 

“It’s special - I think both Suzy and Owen 
are inspirational. 

“They’re so strong together, it’s amazing. I 
don’t know where they find the strength from 
but somehow they manage it. 

“We all support whatever they want to do.” 

The families of those killed in the Tunisia 
terror attacks attended a memorial service at 
Westminster Abbey along with Prince Harry 
and Prime Minister David Cameron. 

At an event after the service, Owen man¬ 
aged to chat to Mr Cameron about the cause, 
and the PM was photographed with the teen 
and Ms Richards wearing one of the wrist¬ 
bands created for the cause, 

Anyone who wants to raise cash for the char¬ 
ity is asked to email smilefoijoel@aol.com. 
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Korean war graves photo appeal 


I AM acting on behalf of the authorities at 
the United Nations Memorial Cemetery 
Busan, South Korea, where more than 800 
British Servicemen are buried. 

The authorities wish to obtain photo¬ 
graphs of those servicemen interred there 
and of those who died but have no known 
grave. The photographs will be displayed 
on the walls of the Cemetery Hall of Re¬ 
membrance. The following are just a few 
of the young men from the West Midlands 
who gave their lives in Korea: Pte Percy J 
Smallshaw, Gnr Vernon F Bayley, Cfn Stan¬ 


ley J Amphlett, Cpl Ronald G Davies, Spr 
Ronald Harvey, Mne William L J Jauncey, 
Maj Peter B Stephenson, Pte Frederick Gill, 
Fus Francis H Roberts, Cpl Norman Fene- 
mer, RE/A Kenneth P Jordan, Fus Derek E 
Tamblyn, Cpl David N Fellows, Rfn Ken¬ 
neth Fletcher, Cpl Ronald B Babb. 

Those who lost a loved one in the Ko¬ 
rean War 1950-53 can send the photograph 
to me: Brian Hough, 116 Fields Farm Rd, 
Hyde, Cheshire SK14 3NP; 0161 368 5622 
or 07467037742, bhoughll6@gmail.com 

BRIAN HOUGH 


No need LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


So, would you be a 
Yo Yo or a Yam Yam? 


for bypass 
congestion 

RECENTLY the conges¬ 
tion on the Dudley bypass 
has been terrible, all due to 
grass cutting on the islands. 

Lanes were coned off, ob¬ 
viously for safety reasons, 
but why when work was fin¬ 
ished were the cones not im¬ 
mediately removed. Delays 
could have been minimised. 

The congestion was hor¬ 
rendous, all the way back to 
Burnt Tree and also back to 
Russells Hall Hospital. This 
was also very dangerous for 
emergency vehicles. 

While stationary, it was 
unavoidable to not notice 
all the rubbish along the 
bypass. As Dudley Council 
keep saying they are look¬ 
ing to attract businesses to 
locate in the area, but I’m 
afraid what I saw gives a 
very negative impression. 

Why not use artificial 
grass on the islands (no 
maintenance), do the work 
at night, and clear the rub¬ 
bish regularly. 

When work starts on the 
improvements for Pensnett, 
I hope traffic management 
is vastly improved. 

P WINCHURCH 
Dudley 


WE recently had a bosta of 
a night at Cradley Library 
to launch the second phase 
of the Where’s Our Spake 
Project. 

It is a project I have been 
involved with since the out¬ 
set through Aston Univer¬ 
sity and Rights and Equality 
Oldbury. The centre piece of 
the night was a film (second 
in the series) made by Geoff 
Broadway. It used extracts 
from oral interviews with 
Cradley people. 

While watching the film 
one of the participants was 
asked about the term ‘Yam 
Yam’ and made a great com¬ 
ment that he had no idea 
where it came from. As far 
as he was concerned we here 
in the Black Country are Yo 
Yo’s and you would more 
likely hear Yam over the 


border in Brummagem. I 
myself have always thought 
the Yam label seemed a lit¬ 
tle misplaced as I don’t hear 
it very much when either 
performing across the re¬ 
gion or carrying out inter¬ 
views, such as the ones in 
the project above. 

It’s a fascinating project 
which touches down next 
in Oldbury and the Lang¬ 
ley Lodge on the evening 
of April 29, so if anyone is 
interesting in seeing what 
Geoff has made of the data 
collected from my home 
town please come along. 
Meanwhile ‘Bin yo’ a Yam 
or a Yo’. Any information of 
talks, events just email b.da- 
kin@aston.ac.uk 
DR BRIAN DAKIN 
(BILLY SPAKE MON) 
Tividale 


Leaflet is 
propaganda 

DAVID Cameron’s arro¬ 
gance is breathtaking that 
he makes no apology for 
the £9.3 million of taxpay¬ 
ers’ money spent on the so- 
called factual leaflet (read: 
propaganda) to remain in 
the EU. 

That the decision to pro¬ 
duce the leaflet was made 
by a meeting of his remain- 
in-the-EU ministers, that 
excludes the Brexit minis¬ 
ters, shows once again that 
he is adopting a classic EU 
attitude. 

He claims that Britain is 
in the driving seat influenc¬ 
ing EU decisions and time 
and time again British lead¬ 
ership at the top table gets 
things done. 

The record shows that 
Britain has opposed 72 EU 
measures when all 72 were 
overruled and became law in 
the UK. 

I have returned my leaflet 
to 10 Downing Street. 

PHILSCHLANKER 

Stourbridge 

Hippodrome- 
keep deadline 

THERE were deadlines re¬ 
garding the land recovery 
from the Muslim Associa¬ 
tion and there was much 
taxpayers’ money wasted on 
legal proceedings to finally 
reclaim the land. 

Now we have the Hippo¬ 
drome issue. People trying 
to save this monstrosity 
were given a deadline to 
submit final plans and I read 
in last week’s Chronicle that 
there are still talks going on 
- why? This issue needs clo¬ 
sure and soon to save more 
money being wasted. The 
council needs to be clear on 
this issue for a change. 

J ABBISS 
Dudley 



"A beautiful new kitchen... 

We are so pleased we chose Hagley Kitchens - for Graham and his team 
nothing was to much trouble... Thank you" Tony & Beryl Rhead - Halesowen 

"like magic everything was in place... tiling, electrics, and beautiful appliances... a 
fantastically designed kitchen. Graham made everything simple" Audrey Basterfieid, Hasbury 

'They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 

"The kitchen of our Dreams, we made so many changes but all was completed with so 
little fuss... I love showing off my new kitchen to everyone!! Norah & Chris Painter, Pedmore 

"A major project completed on time without any problems at all" Gill McKenzie, Codsaii 

Guaranteed unbeatable on price 



Cali Graham Edmonds 

for your 'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 

07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


See some of our range of beautiful Modern and Traditional kitchens at: WWW.HagleyKitchens.CO.Llk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 



INLITEN FRONT 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


Including 

fitting! 


It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 

• Your local well established 
business offering top quality 
products and service 

• No payment until completion 

• Call us now for a great deal on 
your new windows and doors 

• Visit our showroom 

• Deal direct with the owner MEl---— 


INLITEN BACK 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


6 FLAT WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 

From Only 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


Including 

fitting! 


WewrilllBeat GenuinPWritten Quote 


isrring 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 | 0121 421 2104 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd 

- QUALITY | VALUE | SERVICE - 


TRADE 

ENQUIRES 

WELCOME 


SHOWROOM OPEN: Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm | Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am - 9.00pm 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 


Highest Quality Products supplied by 

CAMDEN 


DO np on nri 

V V V v v 
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Snowdon 
tragedy 
as walker 
plummets 


A MAN from the Black 
Country has died after fall¬ 
ing a ‘significant’ distance 
while walking on Mount 
Snowdon. 

Kenneth Hands, aged 35, 
from Oldbury, is believed 
to have been descending 
a narrow ridge when he 
fell on the steep and rocky 
terrain. Rescuers said Mr 
Hands was on the moun¬ 
tain in North Wales with 
two friends, and had been 
forced back by heavy snow, 
when he fell to his death on 
Saturday April 9. His death 
was described as a ‘tragic 
accident’. His body was 
winched aboard a coast¬ 
guard rescue helicopter 
from Caernarfon and flown 
to hospital at Bangor. 

Coroner 

He had been descending 
the narrow Crib Goch ridge 
- the scene of previous 
tragedies - when he fell. 

A post-mortem exami¬ 
nation has been held for 
North West Wales coroner 
Dewi Pritchard-Jones. 

A mountain rescue team 
spokesman said: “The 
group did everything right. 
They turned around when 
conditions went bad - it 
was just a tragic accident. 
We don’t know why he fell. 
But it was a significant fall. 

“It had begun snowing 
quite heavily towards the 
top of the highest mountain 
in England and Wales when 
the walkers decided to turn 
back.” 


FOCUS ON OLDBURY 


Trampoline centre looks 
set to bounce into action 


A TRAMPOLINE arena will open in Oldbury, 
creating 25 jobs, after being given the go- 
ahead by councillors. 

Bosses behind the firm Flip Out passed the final 
hurdle after members of Sandwell Council agreed to 
let the scheme go ahead despite breaching planning 
regulations. A disused warehouse on Churchbridge 
will be converted into an activity and play centre. 

By Richard Guttridge 


The large indoor arena 
would be used for children’s 
parties but also as a fitness 
centre for adults and teen¬ 
agers and will also feature 
a cafe. 

The plans were backed 
by the council’s planning 
committee last month but 
red tape had threatened 
to scupper the plans after 
it emerged the land where 
bosses wanted to build the 
centre, on the Churchbridge 
Industrial Estate, had been 
set aside for ‘high-quality 
employment’ development. 
It meant it was left to the 
full council to decide if the 
trampoline centre should be 
allowed to go ahead. 

Acting leader Steve Eling 
argued the arena should be 
allowed to open, especially 
as it was going to create 
jobs. He said: “The planning 
committee are of a view that 
the application should be al¬ 
lowed in that it won’t under¬ 
mine the planning policy as 


such as it is relation to one 
unit. Planning officers are 
also satisfied there isn’t an 
alternative premises availa¬ 
ble that the applicant could 
use for the purpose. 

“Clearly it is business use 
and there will be employ¬ 
ment opportunities arising 
from it.” Most councillors 
agreed with the vast major¬ 
ity backing the proposals. 
The company has said it 
will only need to make slight 
changes to the building to 
convert it into the activity 
arena. And Oldbury coun¬ 
cillor Mahboob Hussain be¬ 
lieves it is a smart move. He 
said: “There is not much to 
do for young people in Old¬ 
bury and it is in the right 
location near the motorway 
so I think a lot of people will 
come from all over Sandwell 
and the West Midlands. 

“It’s really nice to see any 
jobs in Oldbury.” 


Bullring owners to create retail park 



An artist’s impression of the new shops complex proposed for Oldbury by the owners of Birmingham’s Bullring 


A RETAIL park will be built on a for¬ 
mer foundry site in Oldbury. It will be 
built by the new owners of Birming¬ 
ham’s Grand Central shopping centre. 

Shops including a discount foodstore 
will be built on the 12-acre site in Bro- 
mford Road, after planning bosses ap¬ 
proved it subject to recommendations. 

Councillor Peter Allen, of the plan¬ 
ning committee, said: “We unani¬ 
mously approved the plans as it will 
be a major plus to the town. 


“To finally see it come together is 
great news. 

“There will be one medium-sized 
supermarket and eight or nine other 
units and three outlets. They reckon 
it will be about a year to build once it 
gets started in the next few months.” 

The scheme is a scaled-back ver¬ 
sion of plans for a retail site dubbed 
The Junction. A retail park was first 
mooted for the site near Oldbury Ring¬ 
way 18 years ago. The site, near to 


Sandwell and Dudley railway station, 
has long been empty 

The new plans have been put for¬ 
ward by property group Hammerson, 
which owns Birmingham’s Bullring 
centre and recently bought the city’s 
new Grand Central shopping complex 
at New Street for £335 million. 

Councillor Steven Frear, chair of 
planning, said: “There are a few de¬ 
tails that need to be ironed out but we 
agree with the recommendations.” 


Firms must 
now reveal 
ownership 



Warning - Helen Drew 

AN Oldbury-based tax ex¬ 
pert has warned that all 
companies now have to 
reveal who really owns the 
business. On April 6, the 
rules for the People of Sig¬ 
nificant Control (PSC) Reg¬ 
ister came into force. 

Helen Drew, partner at 
the Oldbury office of na¬ 
tional audit, tax and ad¬ 
visory firm Crowe Clark 
Whitehall, said: “If you fail 
to provide accurate infor¬ 
mation, you will be guilty of 
a criminal offence - which 
could carry a fine and/or 
prison sentence of up to 
two years.” 

According to the Office 
for National Statistics, 
there were 2.45 million 
enterprises registered for 
VAT and/or PAYE in March 
2015. Almost all of these 
businesses - around 99 per 
cent - are small ranging 
from none to 49 employees. 

The register is being 
drawn up in order to help 
increase transparency over 
who owns and controls UK 
firms, to help inform inves¬ 
tors when they are looking 
at a company, and support 
law enforcement agencies 
in money laundering inves¬ 
tigations. 



BUY DIRECT AT 

FACTORY PRICES 
AND GET AMAZING 
SAVINGS!!! 


BIGGEST 


Midlands Manufacture 
Over 50,000 sq ft factory 


UP TO 60% OFF A RATED FRAMES & GLASS 


3 Windows Was £900 Now £670 

4 Windows Was £TT80 Now £880 

5 Windows Was £+300lMow £1090 

6 Windows Was £l£5€TNow £1370 

Maximum Size 4ft x 4ft T&Cs apply 



Come along and see how the 
windows are made and see 
all our products in showroom. 


0121 552 9777 
0800 0075 312 

www.highspecinstallations.co.uk 

hispec-sales@outlook.com 


‘Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit 
cards accepted ‘Pictures for illustration only 



OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm 

FACTORY & SHOWROOM: Rood End Rd. Oldbury B68 8SF 


Diamond 

- - Home Care 

Quality Care, In Your OWN Home 

We are a family owned and run business that was set up 
over 10 years ago in response to a growing local need for 
quality care services at Home. Building upon 30 years of 
experience in the industry, we are proud to have established 
ourselves as a leading provider of care at home in the Dudley borough. 

Personal Care - washing, bathing, dressing, etc. 

Preparation of meals/snacks - & help with feeding if applicable 

Domestic Support - Support with chores around the home 
e.g. vacuuming, polishing, tidying kitchen, making beds, etc. 

Shopping - We can accompany you to the shops or go for you! 

Medication Assistance - Our highly trained Care staff can help 
with your medication. 

Community Support - our friendly staff can 
escort you to appointments, attractions etc 

Sitting Service - Day or Night. 

We cover: HALESOWEN, CRADLEY HEATH, STOURBRIDGE, 

BRIERLEYHILL & SURROUNDING AREAS 

From 15min Monitor Visits To 24hr CARE & Everything In between! 

OFFERING PEACE OF MIND KNOWING WE ARE THERE TO HELP 

Based in the Heart of the community, Diamond Home Care is 
Care Quality Commission Registered 

We have experienced office personnel who are 
on the telephone 24/7 to help deal with any situation/query 



For More Info Call Our Friendly Team On: 

\Jw Lt 

0121 667 1499 

L fist 

E-mail: info@diamondhomecare.co.uk 

_ 

Web: www.diamondhomecare.co.uk 
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Thugs attacked father in 
shopping centre car park 



Two of the men being sought by police One of the men on CCTV 

Addict is jailed for dealing 


A FATHER was dragged from 
his car and viciously beaten 
by thugs in front of his two 
children at Merry Hill shop¬ 
ping centre on a Sunday af¬ 
ternoon. 

CCTV footage, released in a bid to 
catch the attackers, shows the 41-year- 
old man attempting to park his car 
when the trio walk out in front of him, 
causing him to break suddenly. 

They were involved in a short ver¬ 
bal exchange and then two of the men 
pulled the father from his car before 
punching and kicking his head and 
body several times - all in full view of 
the man’s two children, who have been 
left traumatised by what happened. 

The thugs fled the scene in a white 
Mercedes, after the attack at around 
1.40pm on April 3. 

The man required treatment for 
minor injuries. 

Appalling 

Councillor Rachel Harris described 
the attack as ‘appalling and unaccept¬ 
able’ and stressed the incident should 
be prioritised to catch the thugs. 

She said: “To hear of such a violent 
attack is despicable, I really hope it is 
an isolated incident. 

“People go to Merry Hill to socialise 
and shop in a secure and safe environ¬ 
ment, not to be viciously beaten up by 
thugs who think they are above the 
law. I hope police catch the culprits as 
quick as they can and they should be 
named and shamed to stop them doing 
anything like this again. 

“I’ve never heard of an incident like 
this before at Merry Hill and I hope I 
don’t hear of any incident of this na¬ 
ture again.” 

Anyone with information should 
contact Detective Sergeant Leighton 
Shingles at Smethwick police station 
on 101, or Crimestoppers anony¬ 
mously on 0800 555 111. 


AN ADDICT trying to pay off a drug 
debt to his dealer was caught with 
heroin and cocaine, a judge heard. 

Mark While was caught when po¬ 
lice officers surrounded his stationary 
Fiat Punto in Tiled House Lane, Pen- 
snett, Wolverhampton Crown Court 
was told. 

Miss Saleem Mahmood, prosecut¬ 
ing, explained that an officer smashed 
the driver’s window with a baton after 
While locked the doors and grabbed 
the steering wheel as if to drive off. 


Searches of the car and an address 
linked to the defendant unearthed a 
total of £1,930 worth of heroin and 
cocaine wrapped up into 193 street 
deals. 

While, 40, admitted possession of 
both heroin and cocaine with intent 
to supply and was jailed for 16 months 
by Judge Kristina Montgomery QC. 

He had claimed he had been dealing 
for pay off a debt of nearly £5,000 to a 
violent drug dealer. 




Dianna Kitchens and Bedrooms 


AFFORDABLE 

KITCHENS I BEDROOMS I OFFICE FURNITURE 
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER 

EVERYTHING MADE TO ORDER AT TRADE PRICES 

CALL AND DISCUSS YOUR DESIGNS WITH NO OBLIGATION 


SUPPLY OR FITTING AVAILABLE I ALL AT TRADE PRICES I TOP QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 



TOP QUALITY AT TRADE PRICES 

0121 501 3555 

Unit 10 Belfont Trading Estate, Mucklow Hill, Halesowen B62 8DR 
www.diannakitchens-bedrooms.co.uk 
info@diannakitchens-bedrooms.co.uk 
Open To The Public 6 Days A Week Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 10 am-2 pm 



CARLTON CARE GROUP 

516 Bromsgrove Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 OJJ 

• ALL HOMES WITHIN THE CARTLON CARE GROUP OFFER EXCELLENT 
ACCOMMODATION AND SERVICE 

. WE CATER FOR SHORT STAY RESPITE AND HOLIDAY CARE ALONG WITH PERMANENT CARE. 
. NUTRITIOUS WELL BALANCED MEALS ARE PREPARED AND COOKED DAILY BY OUR CHEFS 
FROM FRESH LOCALLY SOURCED INGREDIENTS. 

• IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR ACCOMMODATION FOR A LOVED ONE WHY NOT COME AND 
HAVE A CHAT OVER A CUP OF TEA AND A SLICE OF HOMEMADE CAKE WITH US. 

For more information please ring the following:- 
LAPAL HOUSE 0121 503 0326 

GRANGE HILL HOUSE 0121 550 1312 

THE CEDARS 01562 882299 

BEECHCROFT RESIDENTIAL HOME 0121 429 2993 


| FIREPLACE 

[factory direct 

CUT 

OUT THE 

ES 


n 


i - 

m 9 I 

a 1 

MIDDLE 

MAN 

AND BUY 
DIRECT 

L J 


Open Mon-Fri 8am - 4pm Saturday 8am - 2pm 
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WHERE TRADITIONAL 'ELEGANCE 



ombourne 


HomePro 


KEEPING YOUR HOME AUTHENTIC, SAFE AND ENERGY EFFICIENT THIS SPRING 
BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES & ORANGERIES 

We are a professional, family run, local company who have over 34 years year-on-year trading installing quality 
windows, doors, conservatories and orangeries. We pride ourselves on our high quality standards and that we 

can offer all our customers total satisfaction on whatever you need. 


ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 


For more information call us now on 


or visit our website at 


Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 

Opening Hours: Monday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 10am-2pm 


storm 


















11 


Plaque honour for a hero 
of Black Country athletics 


A ‘COLOSSUS’ who competed at the 
1908 Olympics has been honoured 
in his hometown of Halesowen. 

A plaque was unveiled for Jack 
Price in the town’s Somers Square, 
while the drive at Halesowen Athlet¬ 
ics Club’s Manor Abbey Stadium has 
been named after him. 

Steelworker Mr Price competed in 
the marathon during the first Lon¬ 
don Games in 1908. He led for more 
half the distance but succumbed to 
the relentless pace he set and had to 
pull out in the 15th mile. 

Speaking at the unveiling on Sat¬ 
urday, Mr Price’s proud grandson 
Mick Whitehouse, 74, said: “This is 
long overdue - but now it’s here it’s 
absolutely brilliant. When you weigh 
it all up he was a colossus of a man.” 

In the 1920s Mr Price started the 
club which would go on to become 
Halesowen Athletics and Cycling 


Club. His links with it continued 
until his death in 1965 and club 
members turned up in their droves 
at the plaque unveiling. 

A street near Halesowen Athletic 
Club’s Manor Abbey Stadium was 
also renamed Jack Price Way. 

Cycling star Hugh Porter de¬ 
scribed Mr Price as ‘a hero and a 
legend’, adding: “You had to be so 
tough to do what he did - grafting 
and then having the strength to 
compete like he did.” 

Councillor Ian Cooper said: “What 
he did was real Chariots of Fire stuff 
- hauling steel around all day and 
then running marathons. Guys like 
him built the Black Country.” 

Mr Price was born in Shropshire 
in 1884 and moved to Halesowen at 
the age of 17. He worked at Stew¬ 
arts & Lloyds Steel Works, where he 
spent the rest of his working life. 



Veteran cyclist Hugh Porter MBE, Mayor Councillor Steve Waltho and Mick Whitehouse unveil the plaque 


Busy YMCA had 
to turn teens away 

VULNERABLE youngsters in the Black Country are 
being turned away by the YMCA due to a surge in appli¬ 
cants and a lack of volunteers. 

The number of referrals at the YMCA Black Coun¬ 
try Group’s Open Door project has shot up in the last 
12 months. But a lack of volunteers to host applicants 
means many are having to be turned away. 

The YMCA offers two services - supported lodgings 
and a night-stop. 

Supported Lodgings, which helps teenagers aged 16 
to 18 find accommodation with local households, has 
received 213 referrals across the region in the last 12 
months from the Open Door project, compared to just 
134 the previous year. 

Of these, 35 people have been turned away, including 
five in Dudley, six each in Sandwell and Walsall, and 16 
in Wolverhampton. 

Referrals for the emergency night-stop service have 
gone up from 209 to 248, and the YMCA has had to say 
no to 46 teenagers who need a place to stay for one night 
or two. 


£4m drag 
gang boss 
locked up 
for 17 years 

A CUSTOMER service worker from Rowley 
Regis has been jailed for 17 years after lead¬ 
ing a £4 million drug smuggling ring. 

Shafaqat Hussain admitted leading an operation 
that trafficked 40 kilos of heroin into the UK from 
Pakistan. 

The 39-year-old led a gang of seven who smuggled large 
quantities of the Class A drug into the West Midlands. 
The criminal enterprise was 
eventually smashed by an 
undercover police operation. 

Hussain, of Perry Park 
Road, used his contacts in 
Pakistan to organise the 
operation, which saw her¬ 
oin smuggled in through 
various different UK ports, 
with the drug hidden inside 
everyday items such as chil¬ 
dren’s clothing. 

Detectives became suspi¬ 
cious in August 2012 when 
accomplice Sakander Riaz 
was arrested in connection 
with another matter. 

Information obtained in 
that inquiry sparked a huge 
covert policing operation 
that led to the interception 
of millions of pounds worth 
of heroin at Bordesley Green 
in Birmingham and at ports 
around the UK. 

Officers from the Serious 
Organised Crime Unit and 
the National Crime Agency 
were led to the gang. 

Import 

Working alongside 
Hussain were floor layer 
Sakander Riaz, 34, of 
Belchers Lane, Bordesley 
Green; unemployed Jason 
Tremayne, 45, of Latelow 
Road, Kitts Green; unem¬ 
ployed Andrew Yaqub, 44, of 
Latelow Road, Kitts Green; 
brothers and shopkeepers 
Usman Farooq, 23, and 
Umar Farooq, 31, both of 
Latelow Road, Kitts Green; 
as well as unemployed Harji 
Varsani, 54 of no fixed ad¬ 
dress. 

After admitting conspir¬ 
ing to import heroin, Hus¬ 
sain was jailed for 17 years 
with the rest of his gang also 
facing prison sentences. 


Donny’s celebration gig 



Shafaqat Hussain 


Riaz also pleaded guilty to 
conspiring to import heroin 
and was jailed for 13-and-a- 
half years, while Tremayne 
was found guilty of con¬ 
spiring to import heroin 
and was sentenced to seven 
years prison. 

Yaqub admitted allowing 
his premises to be used in 
connection with drug traf¬ 
ficking offences and was 
jailed for 18 months. 

Varsani was sentenced to 
a five-year jail term after he 
was found guilty of conspir¬ 
ing to import heroin. 

The Farooq brothers have 
both admitted conspiring to 
import heroin and will be 
sentenced in May. 

Afterwards, Detective 
Chief Inspector Phil Cape 
said: “Their crimes spanned 
continents and our response 
required the deployment 
of sophisticated investiga¬ 
tive techniques. As a re¬ 
sult, drugs destined for the 
streets of the West Midlands 
and worth £4m have been 
taken out of circulation.” 

Detectives will now set 
about recovering money il¬ 
legally gained by the men. 



Modern large sofa in a textured natural fabric. 

WAS £999 


now 


£349 


SAVE 

£650 


Walnut finish dining table & 4 chairs. 

WAS £1019 


now 


£499 


Natural oak effect sliding robe. 

WAS £599 


SAVE 

£520 


now 


£289 


SAVE 

£310 


Luxury storage divan set. 

WAS £599 


now 


£399 


SAVE 

£200 


Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY51UA 
T. 01384 77444 


©i LLIAM&SONS 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK... 
Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 
Saturday 10-6pm 
Sunday 11-5pm 


We’ll not be beaten on Price! That’s our ‘Price Promise’ to you! 


MULTI-MILLION-SELLING 1970s pop idol Donny Os¬ 
mond will be celebrating 50 years in show business with a 
concert at a Birmingham venue next year. 

Tickets go on sale tomorrow (Friday) for the Puppy Love 
star’s 2017 tour, The Soundtrack Of My Life, named after 
his most recent and 6oth album, including a gig at the Gen- 
ting Arena on February 3. 


Visit us at www.williamandsons.co.uk and sign up to receive OUR EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE OFFERS! 

\ktm Baker tfbardi HM jfe, fjtbiri. mtam Myid much NAM k f WADE 

QO/g APR * No deposit interest free credit offer available on orders over £399.12 months term minimum spend £399,18 months term minimum spend £1,500,24 months term minimum spend £2,000,36 months term minimum spend £3,000. Representative Example: Cash Price £3,000. Deposit £0. Total Amount of Credit £3,000. Duration of the Agreement 36 months. 36 x Monthly Repayments 
representative of £83.33 starting 1 month after delivery or collection. Annual Rate of Interest 0%. Representative APR 0%. Total Amount Payable £3,000. Written details available on request. Credit is subject to status. Terms & Conditions apply. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply. Ask in store or see our website for further details. All offers subject to availability. E&OE. 
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Pet Shop Boys’ Gay football team aim 
13th is just Super to kick doom barriers 



Pet Shop Boys Chris Lowe and Neil Tennant return with euphoric dance-pop 



Fusion with their logo, George Davies, front, with Kev Shafti, Ben Davies, 
Dale Skitt, Kev Turner, David Horton-Williams and Domonic Latham 


ALBUMS 


by Leon Burakowski 


NO pipes and slippers for 
the Pet Shop Boys who, with 
a career dating back to the 
80s, show no inclination to 
get off the dancefloor. 

The duo’s 13th album, Super, is an 
exploding glitterball of euphoric dance- 
pop, Ibiza tanned and rooted in the 
best bits of synth pop, house and rave 
music. 

Even at its most epic and anthemic, 
Super has a wry smile on its face thanks 
to Neil Tennant’s downbeat vocal style 
and sometimes sardonic lyrics to com¬ 
pliment the relentless beats from Chris 
Lowe and producer Stuart Price. 

Highlights include the catchy The 
Pop Kids, the playful Yello-like Pazzol, 
the appropriately entitled Groovy and 
the majestic Inner Sanctum. 

Add Super to the latest New Order 
and Underworld albums as further ev¬ 
idence that the major electronic pio¬ 
neers of the 80s and 90s are not only 
still relevant but producing some of 
their best music. 

Judging by it’s chart-topping sta¬ 
tus, Everything You’ve Come To Ex¬ 
pect, the second album from The Last 
Shadow Puppets has established Alex 
Turner’s ‘other band’ as big a deal as 
his day job outfit the Arctic Monkeys. 

Everything does tend to live up to 
its title, being slick and clever, sophis¬ 
ticated yet shot through with Sheffield 
steel. 

However, it smacks of excess, the 
lavish strings drown the songs, most 
of which seem to be based on classic 
rock ‘n’ roll with big nods to Motown 
and Morricone (Ennio, the movie mu¬ 
sic maestro). It works a treat on Miracle 
Aligner, and to some degree on The 
Bourne Identity and Aviation. 


But too many of these songs 
seem eager to feature on a Tarantino 
soundtrack or to audition for a Bond 
theme, and on The Dream Synopsis it 
all starts to get frightfully post-modern 
and clever-clever. 

Maybe next time they should return 
to record in Yorkshire rather than Cal¬ 
ifornia because smug is never a good 
rock look. 

Now a quartet, the London-based 
Teleman build on the promise of their 
debut Breakfast with highly likeable 
second album, Brilliant Sanity. Home- 
spun and stripped back, time spent 
with Bats For Lashes producer Dan 
Carey has paid off with an album that 
keeps the group’s natural quirkiness in 
check whilst continuing their dogged 
pursuit of the perfect hook. 

Often the songs are propelled by 
Hiro Amamiya’s tight drums and Peter 
Cattermoul’s bass, and Jonny Sanders 
fills out the sound with his bubbling 
synth while brother Tommy takes cen¬ 
tre stage with his guitar and vocals, 
that sound akin to Syd Barrett. 

Of the highlights, Glory Hallelujah 
is a stadium anthem on a par with a 


James or Arcade Fire classic, whilst 
Dussseldorf shows their pop prowess 
and Drop Out, with its Fleetwood Mac 
like moody riff, hints at a darker side. 

There is a strong whiff of patchou¬ 
li about the Black Mountain album 
IV. The Canadian outfit’s first offering 
in over five years will delight anyone 
hoping for a summer spent in a West 
Country field supping cider whilst lis¬ 
tening to psychedelic rock. 

Imagine a potent blend of Black Sab¬ 
bath, Hawkwind, Jefferson Airplane 
and Siouxsie and the Banshees, that’s 
what Black Mountain deliver, especially 
on Florian Saucer Attack, which could 
become their Silver Machine. 

On the subject of Hawkwind, the alt- 
rock scene’s intergalactic veterans are 
back with a concept album based on 
EM Forster’s prophetic sci-fi story The 
Machine Stops, when in 1909 he fore¬ 
saw people living in isolated subterra¬ 
nean cells communicating via a per¬ 
sonal screen. Tracks like The Machine 
and King of the World prove they can 
still crank out a powerful riff, and Dave 
Brock has a melodic flair demonstrated 
by Synchronised Blue. 


THE first gay and transgen¬ 
der football team in the Black 
Country is aiming to kick dis¬ 
crimination out of the game 
when they join the Wolver¬ 
hampton Sunday League. 

Newly-formed Black Country 
Fusion FC, managed by Andy 
Corfield, have started training 
and are set to take on other gay 
and transgender teams from up 
and down the country in friendly 
clashes ahead of the 2016/17 sea¬ 
son in the Beacon League. 

Lesbian players also train with the 
team, and Sky Stewart, co-chairman of 
the team, is hoping Fusion can break 
down barriers and prove successful on 
the pitch. 

Chance 

Sky said: “I think there is a gap in 
the market, there are a lot of gay, les¬ 
bian, bisexual and transgender people 
who want to get into the game but feel 
like they can’t because they’ll be dis¬ 
criminated against. 

“We want to give them the chance 
to play football in a safe environment 
with other people who won’t judge 
them. 

“We’re going into the Beacon League 
in Wolverhampton on Sundays for the 
2016-17 season, it’ll be the first time a 
gay or transgender team has played in 
the league in Wolverhampton.” 

“The whole team isn’t gay or trans¬ 
gender,” Sky added. “We do have het¬ 
erosexual players as well. The idea is 
to try to include everyone and break 
down barriers. 

“The manager is openly gay, I’m 
openly transgender. Football should 
be about community, and that’s what 
we’re trying to achieve.” 

Growing up, Sky found it tough to 
get into the typically macho world 
of football. But now the Castlecroft 


Rangers and Wolves supporter hopes 
the new team helps the game become 
more accessible to people the gay and 
trans community. 

Sky said: “A lot of it is about body, 
getting changed in front of men and 
that kind of thing might make people 
uncomfortable. 

“We want to make a stand, we want 
to say to people ‘we’re here’. “We’ve 
got about six pre-season friendlies or¬ 
ganised. We’ve got a team from Man¬ 
chester coming down and another one 
from Liverpool, so some big teams. 


“We’ve got about 10 players at the 
moment, so ideally we need another 
10. I’ve got high expectations for the 
season, we’ve got some high class play¬ 
ers.” 

Wolverhampton health insurance 
agency Paycare have offered sponsor¬ 
ship to the team, and will provide new 
home and away kits and equipment. 

Anyone interested in joining the 
team can head along to training at the 
3G pitch at City of Wolverhampton 
College, Wellington Road, Bilston, or 
call Sky on 07710 193990. 



Log Burners 

From £550 


I HIGH OAK, PENSNETT, DY5 4LA 01384 262622 


• Marble Fireplaces 

• Solid Wood Surrounds 
Made To Measure 

• Valor Centre 

• Flavell 

• Portway Stoves 

• Broseley Stoves 

• Elgin & Hall Stockists 

• Gas Stoves 

• Electric Stoves 

• Solid Fuel 

OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10.30am-4.00pm 
Sat 10.00am ■ 4.00pm /gas, _ i 
Sun Closed /SafeJ 




C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


w 


3 


Sunday 
1st May 2016 


ist nnay zuio 

at 

Warley Woods, Lightwoods Hill, Smethwick, B67 5ED 
Gates Open at 12 noon 


Raising funds for 

ROOM FOR ONE MORE STAFFORD RESCUE 
& STAFFORD AWARENESS 

Come and join us for a family fun day including Stalls, 
Dog Show with 16 classes including, Waggiest Tail, 
Fancy Dress (Disney Theme), Young Handler, 
Cutest Pup, Best Trick and Best in Show! 

There will also be a Doggie 
Photo Shoot, Temptation 
Alley, Agility Display and 
much MUCH more! 


m www.facebook.com/rfl m.staffiesrescue 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 




PLUMBMASTER 


• Complete central 
heating and parts 
available 

> Taps • Towel rails 

> Showers 

> Kitchen Units 

• Fascias & guttering 

> Bathroom Suites 


A. 


©as seas] ^ 

6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL 

(next to Newman University College) 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am -1.00pm 

0121 475 1112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 


‘Scce? lEZrtttcdA 


SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

I APRIL SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
A RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

_£ 1599.00 fitted 

t T c ures ° r ' us ra lon purposes on y t& c > s apply geographical & other restrictions apply. 



Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 


■ Free Design service 

■ 10 yr Insurance back 
guarantee 

■ High security locks 

■ Energy saving 
windows & doors 

■ All built and installed 
by our own fitters 

■ OAP Discounts 
(t&c apply) 


FANTASTIC 
NEW UPVC 
DOOR RANGE 
GUARANTEED 
TO BEAT ANY 
GENUINE 
WRITTEN QUOTE 


SPECIAL IgS 
OFFER 
PVC 
DOOR 

from 

£385 

fitted 





ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170 / 01384 429152 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 
midlandupvc@live.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 5PM 


• GSjOiSMtHGrils 


Hi 



^^S^^^^ligl^l^wpWesi Bromwich^^^^^idiands, B70 6JT 

Phone : 0121-553-0666 


3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 


NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust 


MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


P vhy/chooseI 

s 

surrounds on display 
Registered Gas Safe Fitt 
Open 7 days a week 

® NO PRESSURE- 

You choose the model required^^ ' 

.(&( Free Parking 


/CALL NOW 

FOR AN APPOINTMENT 

Jubilee Fireplaces Ltd., High Street, 
Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JF 

www.jubileefires.co.uk 
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Museum forges ahead 
with heritage project 



ANCHOR FORMS 


A1AH PRESTON 


Guides Carol Davis and Tracey Forrest at the museum’s Anchor Forge, where the steam hammer will operate 


ALMOST £100,000 has been 
raised for an important piece 
of industrial history to be re¬ 
stored at the Black Country 
Living Museum in Dudley. 

An appeal was launched for dona¬ 
tions to fund the cost of repairs to the 
Black Country’s last working steam 
hammer. Now museum staff are de¬ 
lighted to announce success in the 
campaign to get the £99,000 needed 
to carry out work to get the Anchor 
Forge steam hammer back up and 
running again for the first time in 25 
years. 

Based in the Tipton Road museum’s 


Cradley Forge, the steam hammer is 
described as one of the most impor¬ 
tant inventions of the Industrial Rev¬ 
olution. It enabled workers to harness 
the power of steam for forging iron 
and steel. 

The hammer on display at the mu¬ 
seum came from the Isiah Preston’s 
ironworks in Cradley Heath, which 
closed in 1979. 

Heat 

When working, the heat from the 
furnace raises steam in the boiler to 
power the hammer which bashes the 
iron into the shape required. 

Work is now underway to disman¬ 


tle brickwork surrounding the large 
boiler to enable its condition to be as¬ 
sessed. 

The museum’s deputy chief execu¬ 
tive of development Carolyn Sankey 
the museum was delighted to begin 
restoration work. 

She said: “We are thrilled that we 
have been able to raise all the funds 
needed so that this important restora¬ 
tion work can take place and our An¬ 
chor Forge steam hammer can operate 
again, for the first time in 25 years. 

Some of the funding has come from 
Arts Council England, the Idlewild 
Trust and The Saintbury Trust. 


^SPRING IS HERE! 

Is'your Property due a Spring Clean? 


At BTF Cleaning we specialise in external cleaning of: 




• DRIVEWAYS JET WASHED 

> WEED KILLED/RESANDED 

> PATIOS REGROUTED 

> CONCRETE IMPRINT RECOLOURED AND SEALED 

> ALL UPVC PROFESSIONALLY CLEANED 

> CONSERVATORIES/ORANGERIES VALETED 

> GUTTERS/FACSIAS/SOFFITS WASHED AND 
CLEANED OUT 

> WINDOW FRAMES DEEP CLEANED 
AND BOUGHT BACK TO NEW 


CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 

West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 Mob: 07979 211302 





GIFT VOUCHER 
OFFER £5.00 OFF 


purchase of a cage and bird setup or 
£10.00 off with an Aquarium setup 



J 


WE HAVE STOCKS OF THE FOLLOWING: 

Mixed colours of budgies (adult and young) 

Mixed colours of canaries Mixed colours of Celestial Parrotlets 
Fawn owl finches Silver bill finches Mixed zebra finches 
Bengalese finches & much much more!! _ 


M/S Marinac Providing a second to 
frflV f VVClf ff fv 9 none service and friendly 

Marine Aquatic Specialists advice for over 18 years 

01384 234579 | mg.marines@yahoo.co.uk 
Opening Hours: Monday to Thursday 9.00 til 5.00 Friday 9.00 til 7.00 Saturday 10.00 til 5.00 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850.00 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 


l 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 



Recession Busting 
Fitted Prices 


39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
' Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 



CLEARANCE SALE 

Brintons Axminster.£16.95 sq. yd. 

Sensations heathers.£12.95 sq. yd. 

Wiltons Heavy Domestic.£9.95 sq. yd. 

Majestic Saxony Stainfree.£9.95 sq. yd. 

NVpollo +.£6.95 sq. yd 

Winyls.^..£7.95 sq. yd. 

[C arefree Felt Back.£3.95 sq. yd. 

Plus many more great offers Instore 

FACTORY CLEARANCE OF OVER 200 PART ROLLS WITH SAVINGS OF UP TO 75% 

STD are the largest stockists of carpets in the Midlands 
with the best selection, the best fitters, and are NEVER 



‘Sf: 


undercut on price 


carpels. 


m off 


All end rolls with 1 
this voucher 1 

(*First week of sale only) I 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00 
Closed Wednesdays 


Church Street, Brierley Hill 

OI 384 76448 
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14 Gardenjng 


Grab your 
spade for 
an outdoor 
workout 

As National Gardening Week focuses on 
how to Get Fit In The Garden, Hannah 
Stephenson talks to top garden designer 
Bunny Guinness about how to burn calories 
and stay healthy through horticulture 

WHILE so many of us pound away in the gym in our 
efforts to keep fit, burn calories and lose a few pounds, 
remember there is a great outdoor arena in your gar¬ 
den which can help you do just that. 

Someone weighing around nine stone will burn 150 
calories in half an hour of digging, while non-motor- 
ised mowing typically burns around 165 calories per 30 
minutes, according to research from Harvard Medical 
School. 

Raking the lawn for 30 
minutes burns around 120 
calories - the same as the cal¬ 
ories burned in a half hour of 
Tai Chi, volleyball and even 
horseback riding - while half 
an hour of splitting wood 
burns the same amount of 
calories as half an hour of vig¬ 
orous weight-lifting, research 
suggests. 

Try squatting when you’re 
weeding or planting and you’ll 
use a mass of muscles in the 
process. 

Stand on one leg while 
pruning, digging or clipping, which will stretch you 
and increase suppleness. Don’t always get out the lad¬ 
der. Instead, get on your toes on one leg if possible and 
stretch to reach. 

Bunny Guinness, award-winning garden designer 
and co-author of the book Garden Your Way To Health 
And Fitness, will be supporting National Gardening 
Week this year. 

She says: “The wonderful thing about gardening 
is that, unlike repetitive exercises at the gym, it can 
provide all over-body fitness - raking, weeding, digging 
and other gardening tasks all use different muscles and 
test your body in different ways.” 

Calories 

Guinness, who was diagnosed with a slipped disc 
aged 11, but has worked on her core over the years 
with the help of foam rollers and back strengthening 
exercise, continues: “People don’t realise how many 
calories exercise in the garden uses up. 

“If I went to a gym and did a good workout - 20 min¬ 
utes on a rowing machine, 20 minutes on a running 
machine and 20 minutes on a cross trainer - or spent 
three hours in the garden 
mowing the lawn, weeding 
and pruning, I’d use up the 
same amount of calories.” 

Warm-ups are important, 
especially if you’ve been a 
couch potato over the winter 
months, she stresses. 

“It’s best to limit your 
activity on one thing, so ro¬ 
tate your garden jobs - don’t 
spend hours digging a border 
all at once - and, most impor¬ 
tantly, stretch, which makes 
a huge difference to me. If I 
don’t stretch at the end of the 
day when I’m warm, I really stiffen up afterwards.” 

People with a small garden who are going to find it 
hard to do enough aerobic exercise can use up energy 
doing step-ups on their existing steps or a wooden 
bench, she suggests. 

Monkey bars 

“You are not going to be carting wheelbarrows for 
miles, so it’s good to mix it up with other things. You 
can do bench presses and other exercises on a sim¬ 
ple garden bench. Some people have monkey bars for 
upper body exercise. 

“If you are raking - which is like a lunge - try to use 
your other side. We tend to use just one side of our bod¬ 
ies, but you will get used to using the other side too.” 

Classic back problems associated with gardening can 
be avoided if you make your core muscles as strong as 
they can be, she says. 

“When you are lifting a heavy pot, squat down and 
use your core muscles to lift it up, pulling it close to 
your tummy and then stand. You really don’t want to 
be twisting and having the weight out from your body. 
Foam rollers are brilliant to help you realise where 
your core muscles are.” 

If you want to be super fit, combine gardening with 
a more traditional work-out and avoid shortcuts like 
ride-on lawnmowers, leaf-blowers and other tools 
which avoid having to pick things off the ground. 

The four RHS Gardens will be leading the campaign, 
which runs until Sunday, with other gardens across the 
UK encouraged to take part. 

For more information, visit www.nationalgarden 
ingweek.org.uk 





Magnolia tree blossom varies in size and colour depending on variety 


Glorious blooms carry 
wonderful scents too 


BEST OF THE BUNCH 
- Magnolia 

THESE glorious flowering trees and shrubs 
whose blooms range from goblet-sized deep red 
purples to starry whites can be used effectively 
as stand-alone specimens and in borders, de¬ 
pending on the type you choose. 

Magnolia liliiflora ‘Nigra’, for instance, is an 
ideal compact tree which could make a focal 
point in a small garden, bearing goblet-shaped 
deep red-pink flowers in late spring. 

Magnolia stellata, the star magnolia, is the 
smallest spring-flowering type and one of the 
most popular, named for its white star-shaped 
blooms. M. x soulangeana produces tulip-shaped 
blush white flowers, flushed purple-pink at the 
base. 

The evergreen magnolia M. grandiflora grows 
to 3m x 1.8m, producing large creamy white lem¬ 
on-scented flowers in summer. Magnolias prefer 
neutral to acid soil and the deciduous varieties 
love clay. 

The deciduous types flower in spring, so frost 
can damage their blooms, and the smaller-flow¬ 
ered types are more weather resistant. 


GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT 
- Sowing cucumbers under glass 

ALTHOUGH you can buy cucumbers all year 
round, the feeling of achievement you get when 
you grow your own make it worth having a go 
and you only need a couple of plants to give you 
a constant supply in summer. 

They’re delicious in salads or added to sauces 
with fish or in salsas and other dips. 

Cucumbers do take up a lot of room in the 
greenhouse, so bear that in mind when sowing. 
Sow singly in 8cm (3in) pots in a heated propa¬ 
gator in early spring for growing on in a heated 
greenhouse, or later in spring if your greenhouse 
is unheated. 

Pot them on to larger pots to allow them to 
establish further before planting them in the 
soil borders of your greenhouse in June, in 30cm 
pots or two to a growing bag. Keep them out of 
draughts and water well especially when crop¬ 
ping, but don’t allow the soil to become water¬ 
logged. Bamboo canes will be needed to support 
them and you should remove sideshoots from 
the bottom 60cm of the plant, allowing higher 
ones to develop. 


Playing a supporting 
role as garden grows 


ROSS 

UNDERWOOD 


I Head Gardener at Hodnet Hall 



IN LIKE a lion and out like a lamb 
is often the way I hear April de¬ 
scribed. 

The days can be unexpectedly warm 
but it is still a month when we can ex¬ 
pect cold nights and even frost so it is 
worth keeping an eye on the garden. It 
is also a great time to do some prepa¬ 
ration so that the garden is as ready as 
it can be and you have time to enjoy it. 

If you have had your sweet peas un¬ 
der glass then you should keep them 
there and keep pinching to stop them 
getting leggy but is a good idea to get 
your supports in place to save time lat- 


We grow hundreds of plants for cutting 
in the summer and it would be a waste of 
time to make wigwams from canes or hazel 
sticks so we use a large frame covered in 
pig netting through which the plants will 
scramble. 

If you are putting them in the border try 
using twiggy material which looks more 
natural in the garden. 

Cannas and dahlias will be sprouting 
which means that it is an excellent time to 
take cuttings from the latter. 

Don’t be too greedy and only take two or 
three from each tuber. 

These can be rooted with a little rooting 
powder and put in pots of well drained cut¬ 
ting compost and covered by plastic or put 
in a frame where they can be kept turgid 
until they root. 

In time they will form their own tubers. 

Slugs 

It is a good time to take basal cuttings 
from many plants. 

Delphiniums can be short lived on my 
heavy soil or fall prey to slugs and snails so 
a few cuttings taken now will future proof 
you against catastrophe. 

Another plant that will benefit from some 
timely support are herbaceous peonies. 

We grow hybrids of P. lactiflora. 

Their red spears are pushing up from 
the earth right now and in a short time the 
leaves will unfurl. 

We grow peonies in two situations. 

Firstly, in formal rows where there are 
primarily for cutting and secondly as border 
plants. 

Where they are grown for cutting they 
are supported with a ring of garden canes 
around each plant. 

These are then bound with gain string 
to stop the plant from flopping and so we 
can reach down and cut the stems as low 
as possible. 

Where they are grown in the garden they 
are grown together in a border to them¬ 
selves. 

We put canes all around the bed and 
stretch green plastic garden netting over 
them. 




Sweet peas keeping warm until it’s safe to plant them out Supports for peonies as growth gets under way 


We use the type with large squares so the 
plants have plenty of room. 

Whatever you do never ever put your 
cane through the crowns! 

April is one of the best times to be out 
and about. 

The soil is warming up and life is spring¬ 
ing everywhere. 

The low sunlight and long shadows accen¬ 
tuate structural elements within the garden 
and as the sun is not high or strong enough 
to bleach them, the colours of flowering 
trees and shrubs have a special vibrancy. 

The sight of virginal white cherry blos¬ 


som agains a background of verdant green 
is one that I find especially uplifting. 

One of my favourite is the single white 
flowered species cherry, Prunus sogdiana. 

This extremely rare tree in cultivation 
comes from Central Asia and has abundant 
flowers followed by large fruit which ripens 
from yellow to red. 

Beautiful 

For those with an eye to see them mem¬ 
bers of the Acer family, including Acer 
rubrum, A. cappadocicum and A. pseudo- 
platanus (the Sycamore) are in flower now. 


These are beautiful when seen close up 
in red or lime green and I would encour¬ 
age you to do so. There are many Pieris and 
Rhododendrons giving their best right now 
and the show will only get better and better. 

Rhododendron praecox is always early, 
the suffix ‘praecox’ meaning ‘the first’. 

It’s lilac purple flowers open along bare 
branches in the sunshine and do not get 
spoilt by frost. 

There is plenty to do now but also plenty 
to enjoy so never mind those April showers. 
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Dreamland ^ ,. <fe p Solutions 


yiA^ Anniversary 
§ Celebration 


Proud to be 


The family business was founded in 1976 by Mike Brown, 
who is such a familiar face in the Local Community that he 
is known as “Mike the Bed”. The team of experienced staff 
is headed by manageress Carol Stock, who has been part 
of the Dreamland family since the beginning. 

Dreamland has been helping people across the Midlands to get 
a good night’s sleep for “40" years and to celebrate the anniversary, 
will be giving extra discounts on all beds to say thank you to customers 
for their support over the years. 

Located in Mill Street, Brierley Hill - just a few minutes walk from 
the Merry Hill Centre - you’ll find friendly and knowledgeable staff, all 
of whom understand the importance of 
getting the right bed for you. You’ll re¬ 
ceive impartial advice and a tailor-made 
solution to meet your needs from the 
firmer to softer beds upon which to rest 
your head. 

The impressive range of beds 
includes memory foam and orthopaedic 
mattresses, beds with storage, pine and 
metal frames and beds especially for 
children. This is backed up by a large 
warehouse containing hundreds of beds 
and mattresses, meaning that your cho¬ 
sen product can be delivered as swiftly 
as required. Everything possible is done 
to make customers’ lives easier, for 
instance, there’s plenty of room to park 
at the rear of the store and Dreamland 
delivers all over the West Midlands. 

Public demand for Dreamland’s 



superlative customer service and premium products has seen the 
business expand four times in as many decades. Now, with the most 
extensive range they’ve ever had, means all styles and budgets are 
catered for; it’s no surprise that there have been thousands of satis¬ 
fied customers. Founded by Mike Brown, Dreamland is a family busi¬ 
ness that is proud to serve the Black Country and the wider Midlands 
region. Mike says: “We’re very excited to have reached this milestone 
of 40 years and we’re looking forward to continuing to serve our 
customers, old and new, for the next 40 and beyond. 


We spend a third of our lives asleep, so there can be no better 
investment than a quality hand-made mattress and bed. 

We pride ourselves on supplying only the best quality and we 
know that each handmade bed we sell provides pressure relief, 
comfort and support exactly where your body needs it.” 

Dreamland has come a long way since it first opened its doors 
in Mill Street, Brierley Hill, in the spring of 1976 with just 12 beds on 
show, it has now become renowned for quality and service. Dream¬ 
land stocks only manufacturers that are approved by the National 
Bed Federation and offers premium handmade beds, with mattresses 
filled with natural fillings such as wool, cashmere, alpaca and silk, help 
_ to regulate your body temperature. But, 
whatever you choose, you’ll be delighted 
at Dreamland’s very competitive prices. 

There are more than 100 bed models 
in stock at Dreamland, including Somnos, 
Relyon, Dunlopillo and Hypnos and you’ll 
also find other leading brands such as 
Sealy, Myers, Silent Night, Mammoth and 
electric bed specialists Mi beds. 

Instead of a delivery charge, custom¬ 
ers are asked to make a donation, all of 
which goes to charity. Over the past few 
years, it has raised more than £125,000 for 
the Mary Stevens Hospice, thanks to the 
generosity of customers who give in lieu of 
delivery charge. 

Dreamland will even collect your old 
bed and assemble your divan, more rea¬ 
sons why you’ll sleep soundly in your new 
bed! Not surprisingly, Dreamland attracts 
much of its business through word of mouth and recommendations. 

Because they have been around for such a long time, people 
know they can rely on us. If you’re looking to replace your tired old 
bed with a new model, look no further - Dreamland Bedding Centre, 
with its large free customer car park, is open seven days a week. 
Opening times are Monday to Saturday 9am-5.30pm; Sun¬ 
days 11am-4.30pm. Visit Dreamland Bedding Centre today 
at 23 Mill Street, Brierley Hill or telephone 01384 74166. 


supporting 

Dreamland 

For 40 years and 
for the 40 years 


Supplying beds to 
Dreamland for 40 
years. Looking 
forward to 40 


more. 
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Dreamland 


Has Reached its 40 th 
birthday and we invite 
you to come and try 
the extensive range of 
Sealy in the sleep 
studio 


to 

x 

V- 


6 * 


eft 

z 

Co 




Mary Stevens Hospice would 
like to congratulate Dreamland 
on trading for 40 years 
Thank you to your customers 
for their generous donations for 
the best part of a decade 


Dreamland 


40 Year Celebration Sale 
Fantastic offers... 




ON 

Divan Beds, Mattresses, Wood and Metal Bedsteads, Fashion Beds, Sofa Beds, 
Adjustable Beds, Headboards and Children’s Beds throughout the store 


Find us at: 
Mill Street, 
Brierley Hill 
01384 74166 


OPEN 


Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm 
Sat 9am-5.30pm 
Sun 11am-4.30pm 


©FLOORS 

OF FAMOUS NAMES 


*/nbf 


GUARANTEED BEST PRICES 


LARGE FREE 
CAR PARK AT 
REAR OF STORE 
Little Cottage St, 
DY51RG 


| Suporters of 

Mary 

Stevens 

1 Hospice 
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16 Homes 


First-time 
buyers need 
13 years to 
save deposit 


THE average value of a UK home hit a 
record high of £292,000 in January after 
increasing by 7.9 per cent annually, ac¬ 
cording to the Office for National Statis¬ 
tics (ONS). 

Meanwhile, property website Rightmove has 
reported that the average price tag on a property 
coming to market across England and Wales has 
passed the £300,000 mark for the first time. 

The struggle for people to get on the housing ladder 
has also been laid bare. 

The ONS figures also show that a first-time buyer 
faces paying 7.7 per cent more for a property in the UK 
than they did a year earlier, with the average price paid 
for a starter home standing at £222,000 in January. 

And another report, from estate agent Hamptons 
International, found it would take a single first-time 
buyer 13-and-a-half years to build a big enough deposit 
for a home, while couples face a wait of three-and-a- 
half years. 

That report, which covered England and Wales, as¬ 
sumed someone would need to raise a 15 per cent de¬ 
posit to buy a home. 

It also assumed aspiring buyers were working full¬ 
time and saving 22 per cent of their income towards a 
deposit after paying essential bills. 

So with the UK housing market already on full steam 
ahead for 2016, what’s next in the coming months? 

Well, one of the reasons behind the strong activity 
seen so far in 2016 is thought to be a stamp duty in¬ 
crease for people buying second homes, such as buy- 
to-let investors, in 
England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland. 

The increase has 
just kicked in, as of 
April 1, so its full ef¬ 
fects are yet to be 
seen. 

The three percent¬ 
age point increase on 
previous stamp duty 
rates for this sector 
of the market was an¬ 
nounced by the UK 
Government towards 
the end of 2015. 

There have also 
been signs of inves¬ 
tors rushing to com¬ 
plete sales before the 


W- 


deadline. 

In Scotland, stamp duty land tax (SDLT) has been 
replaced by the land and buildings transaction Tax 
(LBTT). 

However, similar tax hikes on the purchase of ad¬ 
ditional homes such as second homes or buy-to-let 
properties have also been introduced in Scotland, as 
of April 1. 

The intention is to avoid any potential distortions in 
Scotland that could arise from the stamp duty increase 
across the rest of the UK. 

Various suggestions have been put forward as to the 
impact the tax hikes might have on the market. 

Some experts believe the extra costs will be passed 
on by landlords to rental sector tenants in the form of 
higher rents. 

A report from the Association of Residential Letting 
Agents (ARLA) found that nearly two thirds (63 per 
cent) of letting agents predict the supply of buy-to-let 
properties will now start to fall as landlords are pushed 
out of the market. Nearly six in 10 (57 per cent) believe 
rents will be pushed up. 

But the coming months could also present an oppor¬ 
tunity for first-time buyers who can find themselves 
competing for the same property types that investors 
also go for. 

Simon Rubinsohn, chief economist at the Royal In¬ 
stitution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS), says the pace 
of house growth could start to ‘slacken’ if demand from 
buy-to-let investors shrinks a bit in the coming months. 

He says there have been signs of buy-to-let investors 
and people buying holiday homes looking to accelerate 
their plans. 

This means some sales that may otherwise have 
taken place later in the year have now been brought 
forward. 

However, an array of schemes designed to help peo¬ 
ple move onto or up the housing ladder may fill any 
gaps left by a drift off in demand from investors. 

Mr Rubinsohn, who is responsible for overseeing 
thought leadership within the organisation, says with 
various Government schemes such as Help to Buy up¬ 
ping the demand from buyers, it is hard to predict the 
impact of the stamp duty hike. 

He said: “We’re going to see sales activity continue to 
move ahead but it’s going to be a bit harder to build up 
the numbers. First-time buyers may find the landscape 
a bit more favourable.” 


No need to be floored by 
endless flooring options 



Icon Oyster (porcelain), from £75 per square metre, available from Marshalls.co.uk 



Hexagon Carbon Infusion Polished Tile £91.81 per square metre, Callan Brick Tile, stone effect, £44.81 per square metre, avail- 
available from Toppstiles.co.uk able from Toppstiles.co.uk 


By Sam Wylie-Harris 

CHOOSING new flooring can be 
daunting, especially when you 
consider the groundwork that 
goes into crafting the perfect 
floor plan. 

Along with being practical, your 
flooring choice needs to suit your space 
and style - and there’s a wide array of 
contemporary design options, whether 
you opt for tiles, mosaics, stone, wood 
or carpet. 

All you have to do is step up and choose 
the right one for you: 

ON THE TILES 

“A hallway is used day in, day out, as a 
high footfall area, so hard-wearing materi¬ 
als work brilliantly, says Sian O’Neill, head 
of marketing at Topps Tiles. 

“For a contemporary look, modular 
patterns are a key trend, with geometric 
shapes laid in a linear format.” 

Flooring in pale, soft shades will help 
create a bright, airy entrance. A good tip is 
to use grey grout, instead of conventional 
white, as it gives a modern look and stays 
looking fresh, even after lots of impact with 
muddy boots or wet paws! 

In living rooms, the trend for indoor/out¬ 
door living is huge, and growing in popular¬ 
ity. “The key to achieving this style of living 
space is keeping it seamless, to create one 
complete, unified living area,” say O’Neill. 

“Laying the same flooring through to 
your patio will extend your living room, 
bringing the indoors outside and creating 
an even bigger space.” 

This look is perfect for any home, large 
or compact, and can completely change the 
way you view the spaces you live in. Hexa¬ 
gons and geometric patterns on tiles tick all 
the current interior trends, and are perfect 
for use throughout. 

“Based on the striking patchworks and 
patterns of Mediterranean decor, Moroccan 
tile designs are a popular and refreshing op¬ 
tion when it comes to tiling a floor space,” 
notes Callum Chester, spokesperson for 
Walls And Floors. “They create a statement 
focal point that instantly injects charm and 
character into any room.” 

And don’t forget, linear tiles and geomet¬ 
ric shapes can be introduced to the bath¬ 
room, to accent bathroom furniture. 

□ Stabledoor Modular Tile, £21.99 per 
box (0.54 square metre), Topps Tiles (www. 
toppstiles.co.uk) 

□ Spaces Bruges Indoor Grey Tile, £45.03 
per square metre, and Outdoor Grey Tile, 
£60.03 per square metre, Topps Tiles (www. 
toppstiles.co.uk) 

□ Beige Mix Tiles, Kutlu, from £14.95 per 
square metre, Walls And Floors (www.wall- 
sandfloors.co.uk) 

□ Hexagon Carbon Infusion Polished 
Tile, £91.81 per square metre, Topps Tiles 
(www.toppstiles.co.uk) 

STONE ME 

For a modern feel in a neutral scheme, 
natural stone floors are always desirable, 
especially when they’re highly polished to 
reflect light. This gives the illusion of more 
space and can be enriched by metal bar 
stools in a kitchen, or a free standing bath 
with traditional cast iron feet in bathrooms. 

“Porcelain and stone flooring continue to 
be popular choices, as they offer both du¬ 
rability and a luxurious finish,” says Prity 
Rana, marketing manager at Marshalls Tile 
And Stone Interiors. “The many finishes 
and colours mean there are options to com¬ 
plement any style of home or taste.” 

Remember though; natural stone does 
require regular cleaning and specialist 
treatment to keep it in top condition, while 
hard-wearing porcelain and stone-effect 
tiles can withstand the daily trials of fam¬ 
ily living, and provide a forgiving backdrop 
without being as high-maintenance - worth 
considering in a well-used room. 

□ Icon Oyster (porcelain), from £75 per 
square metre, Marshalls (for stockists: 
www.marshalls.co.uk; 0345 308 3030) 

□ Venetian Jasmin (stone), from £68.79 
per square metre, Marshalls (for stockists: 
www.marshalls.co.uk; 0345 308 3030) 

□ Callan Brick Tile (stone effect), £44.81 
per square metre, Topps Tiles (www. 
toppstiles.co.uk) 

OAK AGED 

Timeless in the style stakes, natural 
flooring materials like oak also contrast well 
with marble worktops, wooden cabinets and 
butcher’s blocks, to style up your culinary 
space. The amount of time we spend in the 


kitchen makes it a worthy investment, too. 

“Oak flooring has become increasingly 
popular with consumers embracing the sim¬ 
plicity and natural beauty of rustic oak,” 
says Mike Richardson, managing director 
at Kersaint Cobb. “Introducing colours and 
soft tones, through greys and pale whites, 
adds a modern twist to classic materials, 
and the vintage feel continues to remain a 
popular trend. 

“Dark woods are ideal for traditional 
schemes, adding warmth and depth to a 
room.” 

If you’re on a budget but love the aged 
oak look, laminate flooring is a cost effect 
alternative to the real thing, along with 
being durable and hard-wearing. 

“Most ranges incorporate authentic wood 
grains, which are perfectly reflected into 
the floor’s joints, creating a natural look 
and making laminate an ideal choice if real 
wood flooring isn’t an option,” says Heather 
Taylor, floor coverings buyer at John Lewis. 

“With an extensive array of colour 
choices, laminate can complement so many 
existing kitchen schemes, meaning a simple 
update of the floor can completely reinvig¬ 
orate the space.” 


□ Rustlic Timeless Oak S022 from the 
Simply Oak Wood Flooring range, £42 per 
square metre, Kersaint Cobb (www.ker- 
saintcobb.co.uk) 

□ Sensa Solido Elite Collection (Nashville 
28439), £29.94 per square metre pack, John 
Lewis (www.johnlewis.com) 

□ Bleached Maple Tiles, from the selec¬ 
tion of Jannah Wood Effect Tiles, £26.95 
per square metre, Walls and Floors (www. 
wallsandfloors.co.uk) 

CUE THE CARPET 

Neutrals, throw rugs and bold stripes are 
great for laying in the living room and with 
the growing trend for introducing pattern 
on the floor, you can really go to town with 
designs and textures. 

“Whether it’s bolder chevron patterns 
or more subtle stripes, introducing pattern 
can instantly change the shape and feel of 
a room,” says Emma Hopkins, marketing 
manager at Crucial Trading. 

“Colourful stripes are great for elongat¬ 
ing and widening an area, creating an illu¬ 
sion of a larger space, and lighter shades are 
perfect for brightening cramped spaces by 
reflecting the light - this makes them just 


as adaptable for living rooms as they are for 
hallways, stairs and studies.” 

Kersaint Cobb’s Richardson agrees: 
“We’re seeing the return of striped carpets 
as a popular choice for the home. Stripes 
are great for widening or lengthening a 
room, adding that extra dimension that 
some spaces are lacking. Using striped car¬ 
pet is also an easy way to make the floor a 
focal point of a room.” 

For the best of both worlds, those with 
wooden flooring can look to layer and exper¬ 
iment with texture. 

“Rugs are easy updates and ideal for the 
design-sawy, looking to change the feel of 
the room and keep up to date with trends,” 
says Claire Jeffrey, floor coverings and rug 
buyer, John Lewis. “Neutral lighter shades, 
such as grey, blues and off-whites, are par¬ 
ticularly effective for opening up smaller 
spaces. 

□ Biscayne Lemon 100% Wool, £73 per 
square metre, Crucial Trading (www.cru- 
cial-trading.com) 

□ 100% Wool Caribbean Days - Nevis, 
£36.50 per square metre, Kersaint Cobb 
(www.kersaintcobb.co.uk) 






























ADVERTISEMENT 


Official Royal opening 
success with HRH the Duke 
of Gloucester 



W e are delighted to announce 
that our new £6m state-of- 
the-art rehoming centre in 
Catherine-de-Barnes, Solihull was 
officially opened by HRH the Duke 
of Gloucester on Wednesday April 
13, 2016. 

Staff welcomed the Duke to our 
impressive new welfare centre and 
gave him the same warm welcome 
that our supporters receive each day. 
He was very interested in finding 
out about how our charity helps the 
thousands of stray dogs that come 
into our homes each year, and took 
a tour of the centre meeting staff, 
talking about their duties, interacting 
with dogs whilst they were relaxing in 
their kennels and even got up close 
and personal with Ruben and Jasper, 
two greyhounds that are still looking 
for their forever homes. 

He then moved on to our “buy a 
brick” wall which has helped towards 
the cost of the new centre, and was 
touched by all the messages that 
our supporters have left for family 
members, friends, and their beloved 
pets. 

Following the tour, the Duke then 
made his way to our Education and 
Community Centre where our new 
Chairman, John Wheatley, thanked 


him for visiting the site and for officially 
commemorating the event by unveiling 
a plaque. He continued by thanking 
our long standing supporters for their 
help, as without such support from 
donators, fundraisers and “Friends” 
alike, this day just wouldn’t have been 
possible. 

The visit ended with the Duke making 
a speech in which he thanked BDH 
for his invitation and to all staff for 
their tremendous work that goes into 
caring for each and every dog. The 
home was then officially opened with 
the Duke unveiling a plaque which will 
stand proudly in our reception. 

We would just like to thank His Royal 
Highness, The High Sheriff of the 
West Midlands, The Major of Solihull, 
The Major of Birmingham and The 
Earl of Aylesford for attending. 

A special thanks also goes to our 
amazing supporters - We are only 
able to provide our homeless dogs 
with these amazing new facilities 
because of YOUR support and YOUR 
hard work. Without you, we simply 
wouldn’t be able to continue caring 
for all the stray and unwanted dogs 
that come into our care each year so 
on behalf of all our staff and dogs, 
THANK YOU! 




.Birmingham 

.Dogs 1 


“Home 


WANTED 

Abandoned faithful 
companion seeks 
loving new home. 
Happy disposition 
despite neglect, 
list wants to give 
love and be loved 

0121-643 5211 

We have many dogs desperate for new 
homes. Please feel free to visit 
our centre or log onto our website 

www. birmingtiamdogshome. org. uk 

If you cannot rehome you could help us 
with donations or sponsorship. 


Catherine-de-Barnes Lane, 
Catherine--de-Barnes, Solihull B92 ODJ 
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18 Out & About 



The latest brewery to open to the public is De Koninck Brew-tiful - the famous Stella Artois Brewery 


Light up your life - a view of Antwerp at night 


Beer we go with tour 
of famous breweries 


I’M about to sample my first beer 
of the day and it’s not even lunch¬ 
time. 

Drinking alcohol in the morning is 
usually frowned upon but I have an 
excuse, having just completed a tour of 
Palm Breweries in Belgium. 

The country may be famous for its 
chocolates but it appears to be just 
as enthusiastic about its beer, and a 
number of breweries offer tourists the 
chance to see how Belgium’s famous 
ales are made. 

Palm Breweries in Steenhuffel is a short 
drive from the city of Antwerp and produces 
a dozen different types of beer, including 
the US favourite Rodenbach and a red fruit 
ale called Rosso. 

“Brewing beer is chemistry,” the tour 
guide says as we roam around a production 
line, before taking a seat at the bar to see 
the end results. 

While arguably Belgium’s most famous 
beer export, Stella Artois is considered a 
strong lager in the UK, but most of its rivals 
in Belgium have an alcohol content above 
five per cent. 

After sinking my third variety of Palm 
beer, I take a taxi to the city of Mechelen to 
meet local beer expert Sofie Vanrafelghem. 
Sofie is a zythologist who has studied the 
history of beer-making, and holds events to 
show how different kinds of ales can compli¬ 
ment certain foods. 

She also founded the Women and Beer 
movement to tackle people’s preconceptions 
about the drink. 

“My whole life revolves around beer,” 
she says at her Women and Beer workshop. 
Beer is surrounded by lots of prejudices, 
like beer is fattening. Not true. Beer’s not 
healthy. Not true. Women wouldn’t drink 
beer with me, so I thought, ‘How can I 
change that?”’ 

Sofie claims that regular beer drinkers 
have a ‘really good bone structure’ and a 
25cl glass of Pilsner has fewer than 110 cal¬ 
ories. Researchers have also discovered peo¬ 
ple who drink beer live longer,” she adds. 

This is music to my ears. However, she is 
keen to point out that drinking Belgium’s 
strong beers should be done in moderation. 

One of the more unusual places visitors 


HOLIDAYS 


By David Mercer 


can enjoy a beer is at the top of St Rumbold’s 
Tower, part of the cathedral in Mechelen. At 
97 metres high, and more than 500 steps 
to the top, it’s a workout to reach the sum¬ 
mit of the Unesco world heritage site, but 
the effort is well worth it for the excellent 
and almost endless views of Mechelen and 
northern Belgium. 

The company behind one of the country’s 
most popular beers, Duvel, has also opened 
its doors to visitors for a behind-the-scenes 
tour of its brewery in the rural town of 
Puurs, based just outside of Antwerp. Its 
most popular beer, with an alcohol strength 
of 8.5 per cent, is served in a glass called a 
bolleke. 

Cheese 

The tour is popular among men and 
women, with one hen party clearly enjoying 
the opportunity to sample some of Duvel’s 
products. 

Everyone is well behaved though, and vis¬ 
itors are treated to cheese and beer at the 
end of the tour. 

The latest brewery to open up to the pub¬ 
lic is De Koninck in Antwerp. Its interactive 
tour includes a simulated van drive through 
the city and an amusing bar scene where 
the brewery’s past owners bicker among 
themselves as they explain the company’s 
history. 

For those needing to soak up some of that 
beer, Graanmarkt 13 Restaurant in Ant¬ 
werp offers creative dishes from chef Seppe 
Nobels, one of the Flemish Kitchen Rebels. 

The Rebels are 25 top chefs who are all 
under the age of 35 and have a passion for 
Flemish gastronomy and innovative food. 
Many of the restaurant’s dishes are made 
with vegetables grown in its very own gar¬ 
den. 

While Brussels and Bruges are already 
popular Belgian destinations, Antwerp, 
Mechelen and its many breweries are per¬ 
fect for any beer lover. 



You can even enoy a beer at the top of St Rumbold’s tower in Mechelen 


Masterchef quality served up at an 18 th century manor 


HAVING been a follower of Masterchef: 
The Professionals since it started in 
2008 I began to watch the 2015 series 
with my usual degree of interest. 

I was immediately impressed with 
Mark Stinchcombe, so much so that I 
Googled his name. 

I found that he and his wife were a duo 
of head chefs at Eckington Manor. 

Of course, his performance has made 
the restaurant a very popular destina¬ 
tion, and therefore a little difficult to get 
in, especially at weekend. 

The Manor, until 2004, was a run¬ 
down farm, bought and restored by Judy 
Gardner who set up a cookery school. 

The business has grown, especially 
with the arrival of Mark and his then 
The Manor has been tipped for a Michelin star partner, Sue, who is now Mrs Stinch¬ 



combe, some two years ago. There’s an 
attractive bar area, where pre-dinner 
drinks came accompanied by a truffled 
cream-cheese dip, before we were shown 
to the upstairs restaurant. 

An interesting amuse-bouche of celer- 
iac, with raisin and Brie, was served with 
cheese foccacia and fennel bread. 

We both had the confit guinea-fowl ter- 
rine, with turnip, golden raisin and mus¬ 
tard seeds. This was a delicate balance of 
textures and tastes. 

My main course of Eckington Manor 
rib-eye of beef and braised shin, with 
caramelised onion, wild mushrooms 
and red wine jus was a beautifully con¬ 
structed dish. My wife’s seabass, braised 
fennel, prawn tortellini and roasted 
lemon, which was the undoubted star on 


the plate, was a great delight. We both 
settled on the rhubarb souffle, ginger¬ 
bread ice-cream and rhubarb juice for 
our desserts. The lightness of the souffle 
and the sharpness of the rhubarb juice, 
contrasting with the richness of the ice¬ 
cream, made a very satisfactory finale to 
a dinner of exceptional quality. 

The food and drinks bill was about 
£150, which may be good value for the 
Eckington Manor experience, especially 
as many diners are tipping the restau¬ 
rant for Michelin star recognition. 

Our room, though small, had a com¬ 
fortable bed and an en-suite with walk-in 
shower. There was also an array of toilet¬ 
ries. Breakfasts, made from high-quality, 
locally produced ingredients, were first 
class. By JERALD SMITH 


Archaeology 
team to dig 
into history 
of Clent Hills 

NATIONAL Trust and Wolverhampton Archaeology 
Group are teaming up to discover more about the his¬ 
tory of the Clent Hills. 

Every Sunday from May 1 until June 26 a team of ar¬ 
chaeologists will be investigating the site and exploring 
unusual landscape features to get a better understand¬ 
ing of how they were made. 

The main focus of the work will be on the ruins of 
Hill Cottage, sometimes referred to as the Ranger’s 
Cottage, which is in the valley behind the Four Stones. 

The cottage was once a destination in its own right, 
selling teas to the many day-trippers that flocked to 
the Hills during the first half of the twentieth century. 

The National Trust thinks that this cottage was built 
at some point in the late 1700s, but there is evidence to 
suggest that people lived on that site as far back as the 
Early Medieval Period. 

Visitors on those Sundays will be able to visit the dig 
site, talk to the archaeologists, handle some finds and 
have a chance to be an archaeologist themselves. 

There are a vast network of walking trails to enjoy 
around the Clent Hills, including part of the North 
Worcestershire Way. Dogs are also welcome at the 
Clent Hills and there is a picnic area at Nimmings 
Wood car park and a cafe at Nimmings Wood car park 
but is closed on Mondays. A walks leaflet is available 
from the cafe and at the entrance to Nimmings Wood 
car park 

Simon Barker, National Trust Wildlife and Coun¬ 
tryside Consultant, said: “The outdoor spaces at the 
places we care for are just as important as the buildings 
and interiors. 

“They offer a variety of habitats for native wildlife 
and plants and we actively manage many of these areas 
to benefit the flora and fauna that live there. For ex¬ 
ample, at Clent Hills we maintain the woodlands and 
restore areas of open acid grassland so that it continues 
to attract a variety of birdlife. 

As well as resident species and regular summer vis¬ 
itors, the hilltops of Clent are good places to see rarer 
migrant species such as Ring Ouzel (aka the mountain 
blackbird) and Wheatear as they stop off on these high 
points en route to their breeding sites.” 

For more information about the history days contact 
clenthills@nationaltrust.org.uk or call Laura Smart, 
Visitor Experience Manager, on 01562 712 822. 

Entries rolling 

in for Festival 
of Transport 

ENTRIES have been rolling in for a transport show 
which will feature a range of modern and classic ve¬ 
hicles. 

More than 60 vehicles have already been booked to 
go on display at the second Market Drayton Festival 
of Transport. 

It will be held on Palethorpes’ site in the town on 
August 21, from 10am until 4pm. 

Organiser Nathan Shore said: “There will be all sorts 
of vehicles; modern, classic and vintage. 

“There will be cars, tractors, trucks, bikes - basically 
anything with a wheel. 

“We have had a good response of people entering 
their vehicles with over 60 cars booked for 2016 already 
and entries are still piling in. 

“There will be local caterers with a selection of dif¬ 
ferent foods, from Mexican food to hot dogs and ice 
cream. 

“We have loads of entertainment for the kids, with 
puppet shows and a fairground as well as trade stalls.” 

Last year’s inaugural event raised £5,000 for Ward 
23 for haemotology and oncology at the Royal Shrews¬ 
bury Hospital to purchase pulse oximeters. 

Mr Shore said: “Money raised this year will once 
again be donated to Ward 23. We are aiming to buy 
equipment like last year so we can see what our efforts 
and people’s generosity goes towards. 

“We are not sure on the equipment as we are still in 
talks with the ward manager.” 

He added: “The idea for the event came about be¬ 
cause my dad, Wesley Shore, used to have a 1953 vin¬ 
tage truck. He would take it to different shows and 
loved seeing all the other older vehicles. Just before he 
passed away three years ago he was cared for on Ward 
23 at the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital. We wanted to 
help raise some money for the ward.” 

More than 600 people flocked to last year’s festival. 

For more details about this year’s event email md- 
festival@outlook.com or visit the event’s Facebook 
page. 
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YOUR LARGE LOCAL TAXI FIRM NOW HAS AN APP 

An easier way to 

book your taxi 


DOWNLOAD OUR 



Google play 

Of Ibf 

App Store 


• PAID BY CARD OR CASH 

• SAME RATE DAY OR NIGHT 


Minimum fare 



NOW 


£ 3.00 

Excludes journeys to and from city centre 


You can also book by 
calling 0121 555 5151 

www.heritagecarsgroup.com 


Wheelchair accessible [3 Like us on Facebook All major credit and debit cards accepted. visa f* 


TO DOWNLOAD 
OUR APR SEARCH 
‘HERITAGE CARS’ 



A»1 4G 

hfcMga r* 




Cars 




S3 


9 


HERITAGE 

CAK5GHOUP 


l ir .| A l ^>9U«r ModdMigtib* • (rpn 
jfiSf, Htrilag* to Modor* Jagor 


Fare displayed 
on all Pda's 

Charges on mileage only 
as normal 

(unless the driver is asked to wait) 


EH 


HERITAGE 

CARS GROUP 
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Visit: classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


Spoil Yourself 

Book a Lodge with a 

^ Hot Tub ■ 


Oak Wood 01597 

LODGES 81W22 


Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 
sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic views with red kites 
soaring overhead. Stunning location and excellent touring 
centre. Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round availability. 
Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 




Repairs , Spares , Sales 

All major brands repaired, also built in 
appliances, electric cookers, dishwashers, 
washing machines etc. 

Brand new, reconditioned appliances available 

Showroom open 9 am-5 pm Mon-Sat 

60 High Street, Blackheath, B65 OEH 

0121 5613785 


www.harrisonsdecoratingservices.co.uk 


HARRISONS 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

Commercial & Residential Work Undertaken 


Painting 

Paperhanging 

Tiling 


Flooring 

Kitchens 

Bathrooms 


Call Nick: 07792865975 

nick@harrisonsdecoratingservices.co.uk 

Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates 


A Lott to live up 
to in iconic role 


REVIEW 


By Mark Shipp 


Breakfast At Tiffany’s, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham 

FANS will be keen to see pop 
star Pixie Lott in this stage 
adaptation of Truman Ca¬ 
pote’s novella. 

But it’s hard to get away from 
seeing the demure Audrey Hep¬ 
burn in the iconic leading role. 

True, Lott herself says she couldn’t 
even try to emulate the screen legend’s 
portrayal of Holly Golightly. And this 
production, adapted for the stage by 
Richard Greenberg, stays closer to the 
original novella than the 1961 movie. 

It follows the plotline closely. Gol¬ 
ightly is a socialite that everyone is in¬ 
fatuated with, not least her neighbour 
‘Fred’ and Japanese photographer Mr 
Yunioshi. But she only has eyes for 
the expensive - and harbours a secret 
other life. 

Revealed 

From our vantage point it wasn’t al¬ 
ways possible to hear what was being 
said and the first half was slow going 
as the characters were introduced. 

However, a faster-paced second half 
leads to an unravelling of the story. 
Golightly’s double life is revealed and 
her troubles don’t end there. 

But it all builds up into a memo¬ 
rable climax in the New York rain 
as she gives up her plans to be with 
her would-be suitor Fred, played bril¬ 
liantly by Matt Barber. 

Lott cannot be questioned for her 
stage presence and her enthusiastic 
performance, but, for me, she lacks 
the charisma and enigma that the 
late, great Hepburn brought to the big 



Pixie Lott as Holly Golightly 

screen role. We know the 25-year-old 
former Strictly contestant can sing - 
as three number one hits testify - and 
her voice is faultless, most notably her 
rendition of Moon River, which mer¬ 
ited well-earned applause. 

The Curve production also stars 
Robert Calvert, Naomi Cranston, 
Charlie De Melo, Andrew Joshi, Mela¬ 
nie la Barrie, Sevan Stephan and Andy 
Watkins as well as Katy Allen. 



The pop star and the adorable cat 

Former Bread and Goodnight 
Sweetheart star Victor Maguire is also 
among the cast as the barman Joe Bell, 
while audience members will most 
definitely fall in love with the adorable 
feline member of the cast 

And, thanks to a goodie bag of fra¬ 
grance samples, it looked like we’d en¬ 
joyed our own breakfast at Tiffany’s. 

The production runs at the New Al¬ 
exandra Theatre until Saturday. 


It's pure gold at the 
end of this rainbow 



Anthony (Gary Wilmot) applies Judy Garland’s (Lisa Maxwell) make up before her performance 


End Of The Rainbow, 

Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton 

SO it’s true, there really is gold at the 
end of the rainbow - in the shape of 
the brilliant actress and singer Lisa 
Maxwell. 

Her portrayal of the troubled legend 
Judy Garland in End of the Rainbow 
really hit the spot. In a performance 
where she was on stage for probably 
99 per cent of the show she never fal¬ 
tered, portraying the crazy and tragic 
life of the child star whose life was 
blighted by drink and drugs and a des¬ 
perate desire to be loved. 

Despite many husbands, she never 
really found anyone to love her for her¬ 
self, except her gay pianist Anthony, 
the only one who promised to actually 
care for her. 

It is now 47 years since she died, at 
the young age of 47, but Judy Garland 
still manages to hold people’s inter¬ 


est, as much for her personal life as 
for her stage and screen career. And 
that was obvious by the number of 
people crammed into the Grand Thea¬ 
tre, Wolverhampton, and the standing 
ovation Lisa received at the end. 

She laid bare Judy’s life, how she 
battled her demons, her life as a child 
star that led her on a downward spiral 
and a lifetime battle with addiction. 

Not an easy role to take on but Lisa 
Maxwell pulls it off well. It helps that 
the likeness is good and she can cer¬ 
tainly sing. And no it was not all mis¬ 
ery. There were lots of really funny 
parts. Funny, but also tragic. 

The songs are there, The Man that 
Got Away, Come Rain or Come Shine 
and, of course, Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow. She was well matched with 
Gary Wilmot as Anthony her gay pi¬ 
anist. And her husband-to-be Mickey 
Deans (Sam Attwater) who played her 


manager. He was keen to get her back 
on stage to clear her debts and even 
ended up feeding her pills in the end to 
get her to perform. It was obvious that 
his intention was more about making a 
name for himself as a manager. 

The set switches between the Ritz 
Hotel Suite and The Talk Of The 
Town nightclub. At the end Gary Wil¬ 
mot comes on stage to update the au¬ 
dience of how she did eventually marry 
Mickey but died just weeks later. 

I was not sure what to expect with 
this production but I came away 
moved and with a better understand¬ 
ing of what drove this star over the 
edge. 

The run at the Grand was unfortu¬ 
nately only brief but you can catch it 
at Lichfield Garrick Theatre in May 
and the New Alexandra Theatre in 
Birmingham in June. 

SUE ATTWATER 
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Deadly call 

Dial M For Murder- 
Page 23 


BeatlemSnia 
on the stage 
See Paae 23 


NATIVE 

MONSTER 


For full listings see Express & Star every Friday 


TraOelstyle coach holidays FREE BROCHURE 0844 288 0830 or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


THEATRE BREAKS 


hJ* 




MORE DATES... V • / 

MORE SHOWS... V -/ 

travelstyletours.co.uk 


LONGLEAT SAFARI 
Jungle Cruise b Bath 


2 DAYS £99.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Admission to Safari Park, Jungle Cruise, African 
Village, Longleat House & more plus visit to Bath 


OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
Ticket included 


. BEAUTIFUL . KINKY BOOTS • WICKED 

• JERSEY BOYS • MAMMA MIA 

• MOTOWN • TOM JONES STORY 

• MAMMA MIA 

• SUNNY AFTERNOON 

• PHANTOM • LES MIS 

• MAMMA MIA. BEAUTIFUL 

• ALADDIN • LION KING 

• ALADDIN • MATILDA 

• JERSEY BOYS op rwYKFA 



2 DAYS from £99.95 


5 DAYS from £199.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Britannia Hotel, Woolsington 
• Includes visits to Bamburgh, Seahouses & Holy Island, 
Berwick on Tweed and Cheviot Hills 




4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Adelphi Hotel 
Includes Beatles Tour & Cavern Club, Mersey 
River Cruise & Visit to Chester 


4/5 DAYS FROM £159.95 

3/4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Seascape/Bancourt Hotel 
• Admission included to Eden Project 


POLAR BEARS, PENGUINS 
& KINGDOM OF ICE 


2 DAYS £99.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Includes admission to Yorkshire Wildlife Park, home 
of UK's only Polar Bears b The Deep Kingdom of Ice! 



5 DAYS FROM £179.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Adamton House Hotel 
• Isle of Arran tour & Loch Lomond Cruise 


OVERNIGHT 9JUL FAIRFORD AIR TATTOO 
HALF 9 JUL DUXFORD FLYING LEGENDS 
BOARD 16 JUL FARNBOROUGH 


5 DAYS £179.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Scarisbrick Hotel, Southport 
• Includes visits to Keswick, Kendal Market, Morecambe, 
Arnside plus Severn Lakes Circular Tour 


5 DAYS FROM £219.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Trecarn Hotel 
Includes South Devon steam train ride & River Dart 
cruise, plus an afternoon Devon cream tea 



Explore more: Lake Garda, Austria, Costa Brava, Ostend, Amsterdam, Disneyland, Paris, Ireland from £189.95 
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Listings for April 22 - 28 


Larr\p f{estauraqt § Bar 

Fully licensed Bangladeshi 
& Indian Cuisine 



NEWLY REFURBISHED FUNCTION 
ROOM AVAILABLE FOR HIRE PLEASE 
UflUFOR DETAILS 

18 Upper High Street, 
Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 

Open 7 days a week: 6pm - 12pm 

Tel: 0121 505 3080 
/ 505 4250 

www.lamprestaurant.co.uk 


^OldburyREP 

7th-14th May 
Oldbury Rep presents its 
500th production 

Private Lives 

by Noel Coward 

This classic play focuses on a divorced couple who are 
honeymooning with their new spouses only to discover that 
they are staying in adjacent rooms in the same hotel. How 
will they react and do they still have feelings for each other? 
First written in 1930 it remains a timeless piece of theatre. 
Tickets Mon & Tue £8,00 (no concessions) Wed - Sat £10.00 (£9 concessions) 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN PRESENTS 
FILMS AT OLDBURY REP 

29th April - Bridge of Spies (12) • 27th May - Suffragette (12) 

10th June - 45 Years (15) • 24th June - Dads Army (12) 

Tickets Just £3.50 


FREE adjacent car park (CCTV) Lounge, 

Bar, Facilities tor the disabled 
Now booking! Box Office 0121 552 2761 

Box Office open Monday evening from 7.30pm, Friday evening prior 
to main house production and the night of the production at 7.00pm 

Spring Walk, Langley B64 4SP 

Online bookings now available at our website: 



or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


Flare 

Path 



Monday to Saturday (April 30), 
Birmingham Rep, B’ham 
This new production of Terence 
Rattigan’s wartime romance features 
Lynden Edwards and Fledydd Dylan 
(pictured) as old flames in a love trian¬ 
gle with her RAF pilot husband. 

Visit www.birmingham-rep.co.uk 


Julian Clary: The 
Joy Of Mincing 



Wednesday, 8pm 

New Alexandra Theatre, B’ham 

The comedian and novelist looks back 
over his 30 years of camp comedy, 
ranging from causing TV outrage to 
becoming a family panto favourite, in 
The Joy of Mincing tour. 

See www.atgtickets.com/shows 


Des 

O’Connor 



Saturday, 7.30pm 
Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton 
The 84-year-old showbiz legend looks 
back at a glittering career that has seen 
him work with stars including Frank 
Sinatra, Buddy Holly, The Beatles and, 
of course, Morecambe and Wise. 

See www.grandtheatre.co.uk 


Tell Me On 
A Sunday 





Sunday, 7.30pm 
New Alexandra Theatre, B’ham 
Following success in Oliver! and Ca¬ 
lamity Jane, the nation’s favourite Lan¬ 
cashire lass, Jodie Prenger, is seeking 
love in New York in Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and Don Black’s musical. 

See www.atgtickets.com/shows 


POP & ROCK 

Jake Sims 

Wed at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Three Blind Mice 

Tonight at 8.30pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stourbridge, 
DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

The Red Paintings 

Tue at 7.30pm, £7 
The Rainbow, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, 

B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

Vant 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, 

The Sunflower Lounge, 
Birmingham, 

B5 4EG. 

Call 0121 632 6756 

Amped 

Wed at 7pm, 

The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 IRC. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Quill 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Kings And Captains 

Tomorrow at 9pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stourbridge, 
DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

The Strawbs 

Wed at 7.30pm, £16.50 
The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Macklemore And Ryan Lewis 

Tue at 7.30pm, 

Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham, 
B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Inheaven 

Wed at 7.30pm -11 pm, 

Flare & Flounds, Kings Fleath, 
Birmingham, 

B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Wayne Hussey 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, 

The Rainbow, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, 

B12 OLD. Call 0121 753 1818 

Troye Sivan 
Sat at 6pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, 

B5 6DY. Call 0121 643 0428 

Ben Haenow 

Thu at 7pm - 11pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, 

B5 6DY. Call 0121 643 0428 


The James Hunter Six 

Tomorrow at 6pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, 

B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Raymond Froggatt 

Sun at 7.30pm, £17 

Slade Rooms, Wolverhampton, 

WV1 IRC. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Broken Hands 

Mon at 7.30pm -11 pm, £8 
Flare & Flounds, Kings Fleath, 
Birmingham, 

B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

JAZZ. FOLK 

& ACOUSTIC 

Gregory Porter 

Sun at 7.30pm, £30 - £42.50 
Symphony Flail, Birmingham, 
B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Police Dog Hogan 

Tonight at 7.30pm -11 pm, 

Flare & Flounds, Kings Fleath, 
Birmingham, 

B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Blair Dunlop 

Tomorrow at 7pm -11 pm, 

The Rainbow, 

Digbeth, 

Birmingham, 

B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

The Fureys 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8 FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Shakey Graves 

Tue at 7pm -11pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, 

B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

The Magic Of Motown 

Tonight at 7.30pm, £24.50 
Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8 FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Marlon Williams 

Tonight at 7.30pm -11 pm, 

Flare & Flounds, 

Kings Fleath, 

Birmingham, 

B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

UK Subs 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, 

Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 


Iglew 

Tomorrow at 10pm - 4am Sat, 
Flare & Flounds, Kings Fleath, 
Birmingham, 

B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Sebastian Suhardi & Jonathan 
French 

Mon at 1pm - 2pm, 

Birmingham Conservatoire, 
Birmingham City University, 

B3 3HG. 

Call 0121 331 5901 

The Complete Brahms Chamber 
Music With Piano Cycle 

Tomorrow at 1 pm - 3pm, 
Birmingham Conservatoire, 
Birmingham City University, 

B3 3HG. 

Call 0121 331 5901 

Blues Caravan 2016 

Mon at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Derek Ryan 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

Oakengates Theatre, Telford, 

TF2 6ER 

Call 01952 382382 

The Birmingham Philharmonic 
Concerto Prize Final 

Sun at 3pm - 6.30pm, 

Birmingham Conservatoire, 
Birmingham City University, 

B3 3HG. 

Call 0121 331 5901 

Korpiklaani & Moonsorrow 

Tue at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Romeo And Juliet 

Sat at 7pm, 

Symphony Flail, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Butcher Babies 

Sat at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Malija 

Sat at 8pm, 

Arena Theatre, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1SE. 

Call 01902 321321 

Logic 

Tomorrow at 6.30pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 

B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Method Man & Redman 

Tue at 7pm, 

The Institute, Birmingham, 

B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

CBSO 2015-16 - Mahler’s Fourth 

Wed at 2.15pm, £12.50-£43 
Symphony Flail, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 


COMEDY 

Ed Byrne: Outside Looking In 

Sat at 8pm, £19-£21 
Artrix, Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire, 

B61 IPO. 

Call 01527 577330 

Mitch Benn: Don’t Believe A 
Word 

Tue at 8pm, 

Stourbridge Town Flail, 

DY8 1YE. 

Call 01384 812960 

Patrick Monahan: The Disco 
Years 

Sat at 7pm, 

The Drum, Birmingham, 

B6 4UU. 

Call 0121 333 2400 

Rough Works: New Material 
Night 

Sun at 6.30pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 

The (Almost) Complete History 
Of Britain 

Wed at 8pm, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8 FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Rob Delaney: Meat 

Sat at 8pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2EP 

Call 0121 236 4455 

An Evening With Des O’Connor 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Blofeld & Baxter: Rogues On 
The Road 

Tue at 7.30pm - 9.30pm, £ 

Theatre Severn, Frankwell Quay, 
Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY3 
8FT. Call 01743 281281 

Julian Clary: The Joy Of Mincing 

Weds at 8pm, £25.90 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0871 246 5898 

THEATRE 

Peter Kay’s Dance For Life 

Sat at 6pm, 

Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham, 
B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Return To The Forbidden Planet: 
Stafford Gatehouse Youth 
Theatre 

Tonight at 7pm, Tomorrow at 
7pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

The Sooty Show: Sooty In Space 

Sat and Sun, 

Cadbury World, Bournville, 
Birmingham, 

B30 2LU. Call 0844 880 7667 


Menopause The Musical 

Tue at 7.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, 

B5 4DS. Call 0844 871 3011 

Late Night Love 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

Arena Theatre, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1SE. 

Call 01902 321321 

Keith Barry: Brain Hacker 

Mon at 8pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, 

B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Flare Path 

Mon at 7.30pm, Tue at 7.30pm, 
Wed at 7.30pm, £ 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
St George’s Court, Albion Street, 
Birmingham, B1 2EP. Call 0121 
236 4455 

Tell Me On A Sunday 

Sun at 7.30pm, £24.50 - 
£28.50 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, 

B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Let It Be 

Mon at 7.30pm, Tue at 7.30pm, 
Wed at 2pm, 7.30pm, 
Birmingham Flippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

Dial M For Murder 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1DE. Call 01902 573320 

The Dishonoured 

Tonight at 8pm - 10.30pm, To¬ 
morrow at 8pm - 10.30pm, Sat at 
8pm - 10.30pm, 
mac, Birmingham, 

B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

The Beanfield 

Tue at 8pm, Wed at 8pm, 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2EP Call 0121 236 4455 

Breakfast At Tiffany’s 

Tonight at 7.30pm, Tomorrow at 
7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 7.30pm, 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, 

B5 4DS. Call 0844 871 3011 

Mary Poppins 

Today at 2pm, 7.30pm, Tomor¬ 
row at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, £25.55 - £30.60 
Birmingham Flippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

Working 

Tonight at 7.30pm, Tomorrow at 
7.30pm, Sat at 7.30pm, 

Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, 

WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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Beatlemania is fab 
for theatre again 



From Mathew Street to Hurst Street - the Cavern recreated on stage in the Let It Be show coming to the Hippodrome 


BEATLEMANIA returns to Birming¬ 
ham Hippodrome next week when 
West End and Broadway hit Let It Be 
rocks onto the stage - 53 years after 
the original Fab Four performed on 
the Hippodrome stage. 

The band performed at the theatre 
twice in 1963, first in March and then 
in November where their 10 song set 
included From Me To You, All My 
Loving, Twist and Shout, and She 
Loves You. 

Celebrating the music of the 
world’s most successful band in a 
spectacular concert, Let It Be charts 
the Merseyside group’s meteoric rise 


from humble beginnings in Liver¬ 
pool’s Cavern Club, through to height 
of Beatlemania to their later studio 
masterpieces. 

Seen by more than one million peo¬ 
ple worldwide, Let It Be is packed 
with 40-plus of The Beatles’ greatest 
hits including A Hard Day’s Night, 
Help!, Ticket To Ride, Yesterday, Hey 
Jude, Come Together, All You Need Is 
Love and, of course, Let It Be. 

The cast of Let It Be features a 
number of talented musicians from 
the West Midlands, including Wol¬ 
verhampton-born Paul Canning who 
shares the role of John Lennon with 


Birmingham’s Reuven Gershon. 
Luke Roberts who plays Ringo Starr 
was born in Birmingham and lived in 
Leamington Spa. Emanuele Angeletti 
and Iain Hornal share the role of Paul 
McCartney, with Paul Mannion and 
John Brosnan playing George Harri¬ 
son. They will be joined on stage by 
Michael Bramwell on keyboards. 

Let It Be will be staged at Birming¬ 
ham Hippodrome from Mon to Satur¬ 
day, April 30, nightly plus matinees 
on Wednesday and Saturday. Tick¬ 
ets start from £13.50. Buy online at 
birminghamhippodrome.com or tele¬ 
phone 0844 338 5000. 



Dial up a 
dark thriller 

MADE famous by the Alfred Hitchcock movie starring Ray 
Milland and Grace Kelly, Dial M For Murder is coming to 
the stage at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre from Tuesday to 
Saturday, April 30. 

Presented by talkingScarlet, the company behind last 
year’s popular stage thriller The Ghost Train, Dial M For 
Murder stars former Coronation Street actor Oliver Mellor, 
pictured left as Tony Wendice, a manipulative former ten¬ 
nis pro who wants to get his hands on his wife’s inheritance. 
Best known as Dr Matt Carter in the top ITV soap for three 
years, his other TV credits include Father Brown, Midsomer 
Murders and Doctors. 

Wealthy 

Playing the wealthy Mrs Sheila Wendice is Terri Dwyer, 
best known for her role as Ruth Osbourne in Hollyoaks. She 
also featured in three series of popular daytime show 60 Min¬ 
ute Makeover and is known for appearances on This Morning. 

Brookside actor Marcus Hutton plays the rich wife’s other 
man, Max Halliday. He has voiced hundreds of commercials 
and can be heard in Doctor Who audio dramas, as well as 
being remembered as Nathan Cuddington in the C4 soap. 

Frederick Knott’s intense and darkly gripping 1950s 
thriller promises plenty of twists and tension. It will be per¬ 
formed nightly with matinees on Wednesday and Saturday. 
See www.grandtheatre.co.uk or call 01902 429212. Tickets 
start from £13.50. 


Saturday night disco 
fever with DJ PK 

TICKETS have sold out for top 
comic Peter Kay’s fundraising 
‘dance-a-thon party’ in Birming¬ 
ham on Saturday night with all 
of the profits going to Cancer 
Research UK. 

The Barclaycard Arena will 
be transformed into a gigantic 
disco with DJ PK on the decks 
for what promises to be a memo¬ 
rable night out. 

It is one of several giant fund¬ 
raising parties the popular come¬ 
dian is throwing at huge venues 
across the country in aid of the 
charity. 

The disco-goers are being in¬ 
vited to wear fancy dress and 
to join Peter’s ‘Dance for Life’ 
team at www.justgiving.com/ 
teams/danceforlife 


Acts from New York 
and New Zealand 

NEW York duo We Are Scien¬ 
tists, who release their fifth al¬ 
bum Helter Seltzer tomorrow, 
have a gig at Birmingham’s 02 
Institute on Wednesday. 

Other upcoming highlights 
include New Zealand rising star 
Marlon Williams at the Hare 
and Hounds tonight (Thu). 
That Kings Heath venue also 
hosts quirky Lancashire pop 
couple The Lovely Eggs on Sun¬ 
day and then London indie out¬ 
fit Inheaven on Wednesday. 

Downtown duo Macklemore 
& Ryan Lewis play the Barclay¬ 
card Arena on Tuesday, when 
Finnish ‘folk-metal’ outfit Kor- 
piklaani play the city’s 02 Acad¬ 
emy. 


Hear blues sisters 
and a top soul man 

THE Blues Caravan rolls into 
the Black Country to showcase 
the best female talent from the 
Ruf record label on Monday at 
Bilston’s Robin 2 venue. The 
Blues Sisters show is a triple 
bill featuring Tasha Taylor, 
daughter of Stax soul legend 
Johnnie Taylor, sultry Finnish 
singer Ina Forsman and the 
highly-rated Canadian song¬ 
stress Layla Zoe. 

Fans of the genre can get 
a shot of hot R&B this side of 
the weekend when The James 
Hunter Six, led by the man de¬ 
scribed as the UK’s best soul 
singer by Mojo, play Brum’s 02 
Institute 2 venue in Digbeth to¬ 
morrow night (Friday). 


Great Bar...jGreat Food.... 

Knights Quest 
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THUR 21/04/2016 

THURSDAY NIGHT... 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 

FRI22/04/2016 
DAZZLER FOLLOWED 
BY SHANES DISCO 


SUN 24/04/2016 
THE BEST KARAOKE SHOW 
IN TOWN 

MON 25/04/2016 
FUN QUIZ & KARAOKE 




Caltoursof 


Birmingham Ltd 
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Tuesday 17th May 2016 
CHARLES RENNIE MACKINTOSH 
HOUSE NORTHAMPTON 
Day Trip £23.50 


DAY EXCURSIONS THROUGHOUT THE UK - CALL TO FIND OUT MORE DETAILS 
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SATURDAY’S TV APRIL 23 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Michael McIntyre's Big Show 
(BBC1, 7.15pm) 

The comedian introduces 
another evening of 
entertainment at London's 
Theatre Royal. This week, he is 
joined on stage by fellow 
funnyman Josh Widdicombe, 
and introduces an acrobatic 
performance by Canadian duo 
Chilly and Fly. Bryan Adams and 
Jess Glynne provide the night's 
musical diversions, and singer 
Ronan Keating risks his 
personal and professional 
relationships when he hands 
Michael his mobile phone in 
Celebrity Sent To All. Plus, a 
locksmith who thinks he has 
come to fix a faulty lock at the 
theatre receives the surprise of 
his life in Unexpected Star. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 MasterChef. (R) 12.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 12.10 Football Focus. 

I. 00 The London Marathon - A Million 
Reasons to Run. 1.30 Live Snooker: The 
World Championship. The afternoon 
session on day eight at the Crucible 
Theatre in Sheffield. 4.30 BBC News. 
4.40 Regional Programme. 4.50 MOTD: 
Live FA Cup Semi-Final. Coverage of the 
first semi-final (Kick-off 5.15pm). 

7.15 Michael McIntyre’s Big Show. 

The comedian introduces 
performances by Josh 
Widdicombe, Bryan Adams, Jess 
Glynne and acrobatics duo Chilly 
and Fly. Plus, Ronan Keating takes 
part in Celebrity Sent To All. 

8.05 The National Lottery: Win Your 
Wish List. Glasgow couple James 
and Karisse seek to win prizes 
from their personal wish list, and 
Julian Ovenden joins Kate 
Garraway for the Lotto and 
Thunderball draws. 

8.55 Casualty. Big Mac’s painkiller 
dependency starts to take its toll 
on his health, and Rita receives a 
number of complaints from 
nonexistent patients. Medical 
drama, starring Charles Dale. 

9.45 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Trevor has 
decided to work for a mission 
project in Africa, so Agnes 
resolves to give him an 
unforgettable send-off, while 
Cathy’s family counselling session 
descends into chaos. (R) 

10.15 BBC News; Weather. 

10.35 Match of the Day. Mark Chapman 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
featuring Aston Villa v 
Southampton, Bournemouth v 
Chelsea and Liverpool v Newcastle 
United; National Lottery Update. 

II. 20 Peter Kay’s Comedy Shuffle. The 

comedian looks back over his 
career, introducing clips from his 
TV shows, highlights from his 
numerous chat show appearances 
and his music videos. (R) 

11.50 The London Marathon-A Million 
Reasons to Run. Gabby Logan 
investigates the stories of various 
runners, fundraisers and 
enthusiasts, who explain what 
inspired them to participate in the 
London Marathon. (R) 

12.20 Snooker: World Championship 
Extra. 3.20 World Snooker: Crucible 
Classics. 5.20 Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 5.25 BBC News. 


7.55 Film: Fort Apache. (1948) 10.00 
Live Snooker: The World Championship. 

12.00 Rick Stein: From Venice to 
Istanbul. (R) 1.00 Bargain Hunt. (R) 2.00 
Escape to the Country. (R) 2.45 Money 
for Nothing. (R) 3.30 The Hairy Bikers’ 
Pubs That Built Britain. (R) 4.00 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 4.30 Final Score. 

5.15 Flog It! (R) 

6.00 Bake Off: Creme de la Creme. 

Tom Kerridge welcomes three 
more teams of pastry chefs, and 
their challenges include making an 
Italian pastry called Sfogliatelle, 
and Sticky Toffee Pudding. (R) 
7.00 Live Snooker: The World 
Championship. Hazel Irvine 
introduces coverage of the third 
and final session on day eight at 
the Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, 
where another second-round 
match is set to conclude. 

8.00 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring is 

accused of leaving a light burning 
in the church hall during a 
blackout, and receives a summons 
to appear in court. (R) 

8.30 Shakespeare Live! From the RSC. 
David Tennant assembles a host of 
luminaries from the worlds of film, 
theatre and music to celebrate the 
life, work and legacy of William 
Shakespeare, 400 years after his 
death. Taking up residence at the 
Royal Shakespeare Theatre in 
Stratford-upon-Avon, with the 
Prince of Wales and the Duchess of 
Cornwall in attendance, David is 
joined by fellow actors Judi Dench, 
Ian McKellen, Meera Syal and 
Joseph Fiennes, musician Rufus 
Wainwright, rapper Akala and 
comedy star Tim Minchin, all of 
whom share their thoughts on the 
Bard’s enduring influence on the 
performing arts, from his home 
medium of the theatre, through to 
opera, jazz, dance and musicals. 
Also includes contributions by 
performers from the English 
National Opera and The Royal 
Ballet. 

10.30 Ql XL. Extended edition. The Rev 
Richard Coles, Sara Pascoe, Bill 
Bailey and Alan Davies try to 
answer host Stephen Fry’s 
questions on L-themed larks-a 
“Liblabble”, as he calls it. 

11.15 Snooker: The World 
Championship. 

12.05 Film: Mesrine: Killer Instinct. 
(2008) 1.50 Film: Mesrine: Public 
Enemy Number One. (2008) 3.55 This Is 
BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.15 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Pat & 
Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan: 

Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Sooty. 
(R) 7.15 Super 4. (R) 7.30 Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.45 The Tom & Jerry 
Show. (R) 8.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. 

(R) 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Weekend. 

9.25 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 10.15 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 11.15 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show USA. 12.05 ITV 
News; Weather.; 12.14 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 1.15 Planet’s Got Talent. (R) 
1.45 BBQ Champ. (R) 2.45 Film: 
Beethoven. (1992) Canine comedy, 
starring Charles Grodin. 4.25 The Wine 
Show. 5.30 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.40 ITV News; Weather. 

6.00 You’ve Been Framed! Bites Back! 
Harry Hill narrates another hour- 
long special, showcasing 
embarrassing home-video 
submissions alongside clips that 
“take a bite” out of celebrity 
culture. Among tonight’s featured 
hijinks are a man receiving a 
powerful electric shock to the 
nipple, an angry wife who throws a 
dart at her husband’s leg, and a 
good example of why it is a bad 
idea to teach a toddler to operate a 
full-size tractor. 

7.00 Bang on the Money. Teams from 
Essex and Newcastle battle it out 
to hit a specific target number 
“bang on” in a series of physical 
and mental challenges. 

8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. The 

nationwide talent search continues 
as Ant and Dec host the third 
round of auditions, in which more 
members of the public are invited 
to display their extraordinary 
talents, in an attempt to win the 
approval of judges Simon Cowell, 
Alesha Dixon, Amanda Holden and 
David Walliams. 

9.15 Play to the Whistle. Professional 
boxer Anthony Joshua and 
comedians Kevin Bridges and Jon 
Richardson join Frank Lampard, 
Bradley Walsh and Romesh 
Ranganathan for the topical 
comedy challenge show. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Film: The Fast and the Furious: 
Tokyo Drift. (2006) Action 
adventure, starring Lucas Black 
and Nathalie Kelley. 

12.10 Jackpot247.3.00 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.10 Greater Manchester Marathon. 6.40 
British GT Championship. 7.05 Brighton 
Marathon 2016. 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.00 The Morning Line. 
10.00 Frasier. (R) 10.30 Frasier. (R) 
11.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.55 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.25 The Simpsons. (R) 
12.55 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.00 
Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage from 
Sandown Park, Ripon and Haydock Park. 

4.30 A Place in the Sun: Summer Sun. 

5.30 Homes by the Med. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Secret World of Lego. 
Documentary going behind the 
scenes at the toy company, 
following a design student as he 
seeks a coveted position with the 
company and two fans hatching 
money-making schemes. (R) 

8.00 Arnie Schwarzenegger’s 50 
Greatest Ever Stunts. Actor and 
former Governor of California 
Arnold Schwarzenegger presents 
a countdown of the most 
spectacular stunts ever committed 
to film. The Terminator star 
famously insisted on performing 
many of his own stunts during his 
Hollywood action-man heyday, 
and here, he highlights the 
achievements of fellow stars 
whose efforts produced thrilling 
set-pieces on-screen. However, 
Arnie does not limit himself to 
high-octane antics from the silver 
screen. He also showcases stand¬ 
alone feats, such as Jean Claude 
Van Damme’s daring splits 
manoeuvre between two moving 
trucks, and Felix Baumgartner’s 
free fall to Earth from the 
stratosphere. Includes 
commentary from fans, 
comedians, stunt coordinators 
and the daredevils themselves. 

9.30 Film: The Transporter. (2002) An 
underworld courier lives by a 
simple code - to never ask what 
he is transporting. However, when 
he discovers his latest cargo is 
alive, his conscience gets the 
better of him and he faces a 
dangerous game of cat and mouse 
with his unknown but powerful 
employers. Action adventure, 
starring Jason Statham. 

11.20 Film: Contraband. (2012) 

1.20 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.30 Tricks of the 
Restaurant Trade. (R) 3.55 Selling 
Houses with Amanda Lamb. 4.50 
Kirstie’s Fill Your House for Free. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 9.30 The Saturday Show 
Live. 11.30 Police Interceptors. (R) 

12.25 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.20 
Police Interceptors. (R) 2.15 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 3.10 Now That’s Funny! 
(R) 4.15 Now That’s Funny! (R) 5.15 
Toddlers Make You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 
6.10 NCIS: Los Angeles. Deeks is 

forced to resume an old alias he 
hates in a bid to protect his best 
friend and chief informant from 
arms traffickers who want him 
dead. 

7.05 NCIS: New Orleans. A US Marine, 
a waitress and a chef are shot dead 
at a diner, and LaSalle realises the 
culprit may be the same killer he 
and Pride failed to catch during 
their first case together. 

8.00 NCIS. McGee deals with his 
father’s recent death by writing 
him a letter detailing a case in 
which he and Abby tried to catch 
cyber-terrorists responsible for a 
city-wide internet outage. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 The Championship: Football 
League Tonight. Kelly Cates and 
George Riley present extended 
highlights of the weekend’s 
matches from the Championship, 
including Derby County v Sheffield 
Wednesday at iPro Stadium, and 
Hull City v Leeds United at KCOM 
Stadium. Plus, a round-up of all 
the goals, the main talking points, 
and interviews with a selection of 
players and managers. 

10.00 Goal Rush: Football League 
Tonight. Kelly Cates and George 
Riley present a round-up of the 
latest matches in League One and 
League Two, including Wigan 
Athletic v Southend United, and 
Bristol Rovers v Exeter City. 

10.30 NCIS: Greatest Ever Episodes. 

The murder of a marine’s wife is 
shown live on the internet and 
inquiries point to two housewives 
who were running their own 
pornographic website, but have 
since vanished. (R) 

11.25 NCIS: Greatest Ever Episodes. A 

six-year-old boy claims his father 
has been kidnapped, and the 
agents learn the missing man is a 
lieutenant commander who has 
been working on a confidential 
report. (R) 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Best of 
Bad TV. (R) 4.20 Criminals: Caught on 
Camera. (R) 4.50 Divine Designs. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 A History of Ancient Britain 8.00 
Natural World 9.00 Hinterland 10.30 
BBC: The Secret Files 2 11.30 BBC: The 
Secret Files 12.30 Imagine - Bette 
Midler: The Divine Miss M 1.45 It’s Only 
Rock ’n’ Roll: Rock ’n’ Roll at the BBC 
2.45 BBC: The Secret Files 2 3.45 Close 
ITV2 

11.00 Britain’s Got Talent 12.20 Britain’s 
Got More Talent 1.25 The Almost 
Impossible Gameshow 2.25 Scorpion 

3.20 Film: Batteries Not Included (1987) 
4.25 FYI Daily 4.30 Film: Batteries Not 
Included (1987) 5.30 Film: Hotel 
Transylvania (2012) 6.30 FYI Daily 6.35 
Film: Hotel Transylvania (2012) 7.15 
Film: After Earth (201 3)8.15 FYI Daily 

8.20 Film: After Earth (2013)9.15 
Britain’s Got More Talent 10.15 Celebrity 
Juice 11.05 Family Guy 12.30 American 
Dad! 1.30 The Cleveland Show 2.15 @ 
elevenish 2.40 Teleshopping 5.40 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

12.30 Film: Man About the House (1974) 

1.30 FYI Daily 1.35 Film: Man About the 
House (1 974) 2.20 Film: Columbo: A 
Stitch in Crime (1 973) 3.55 Rosemary & 
Thyme 6.00 Midsomer Murders 8.00 
Foyle’s War 10.00 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 12.05 Blue Murder 1.35 Doctor at 
Large 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV4 

12.30 British Touring Car Championship 
Highlights 2.00 Live FIA Formula E 
Championship. The Paris ePrix. 4.30 
BRDC Formula 4 Championship 
Highlights 5.30 The Darts Mavericks 

6.30 The Big Fish Off 7.30 Film: Space 
Cowboys (2000) 8.30 FYI Daily 8.35 
Film: Space Cowboys (2000) 10.05 
Film: Get Carter (2000) 11.05 FYI Daily 

11.10 Film: Get Carter (2000) 12.15 
Film: The Fog (1980) 1.15 FYI Daily 1.20 
Film: The Fog (1980) 2.00 Hell on 
Wheels 2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 

E4 

11.30 Baby Daddy 12.30 How I Met Your 
Mother 1.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 2.30 
The Goldbergs 3.55 Film: Dear John 
(2010) 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 
Film: Tower Heist (201 1)11.05 
Gogglebox 12.40 Rude Tube 1.45 The IT 
Crowd 2.45 How I Met Your Mother 
Film4 

11.00 A Monster in Paris (2011) 1.00 
City of Ember (2008) 2.50 Carry On Dick 
(1974)4.40 Congo (1995) 6.45 The 
Women (2008) 9.00 Unknown (2011) 
11.15 Filth (2013) 1.10 V/H/S/2 (2013) 

3.10 Close 



4 WE OFFER QUALITY UPVC 
WINDOWS AND DOORS AT 
QUAFITY PRICES W 



Why pay more? 

Deal direct with the owners, 
no salesmen, and see the difference 

Doors from £450 
Composite Doors form £630 
Conservatories from £4500 


WE WILL 
BEAT ANY 
QUOTE 


Specialists in Door, Window, 
Porch and 

Conservatory Installations 
Composite Doors from £630 
Wide choice of colours available 
Misty units replaced 


WE OFFER GREAT DEALS ON 
ALLUPVC PRODUCTS 

Quality products at quality prices 


10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Faulty door locks and window 
hinges replaced 


Hawthorn 

Windows 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, 
Bromsgrove Road, Halesowen, 
West Midlands B63 3XB 

Tel: 0121 559 6320 


r 
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Minibus 


Supporting Local Communities 


CT Minibus provides 
low-cost mini-bus 
travel for community 
groups and other 
not-for-profit 
organisations 


Do you need to use a minibus 
and can’t afford the rates charged by 
hire companies? 


□ Paid Drivers Available 

□ MIDAS Training For Your Drivers 

□ Up to 16 Passengers 

□ Wheelchairs Assessible Vehicles 

□ Competitive Rates 

□ Special Weekend, Evening and School Holiday Rates 

CALL US ON 0845 209 0191 

www.communitytransport.org 



www.hawthorn-windows.co.uk 
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Callum Woodhouse 

The Durrells 
(ITV, 8pm) 

Leslie falls in with a bad crowd 
and ends up being falsely 
accused of armed robbery, 
prompting Louisa to take 
desperate measures to save 
him. Margo takes a shine to a 
gardener at the Villa Mavrodaki, 
Captain Creech returns, and the 
family realises the extent of 
Gerry's passion for animals 
when he turns his bedroom into 
a centre for scientific learning. 
Guest starring Leslie Caron 
alongside Keeley Hawes, Josh 
O'Connor, Milo Parker, Daisy 
Waterstone, Callum 
Woodhouse, Lucy Black, James 
Cosmo, Alexis Georgoulis, 
Yorgos Karamihos, Ulric Von Der 
Esch, Anna Savva, Jeremy Swift, 
Vangelis Diamantis, Manolis 
Emmanouel, George Kopsidas, 
Jamie Ward, Andreas Karras 
and Nestoras Kopsidas. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.40 Match of the Day. 
(R) 8.30 London Marathon. 1.30 BBC 
News. 1.40 Regional Programme. 2.50 
The Day I Met the Queen. (R) 3.50 Songs 
of Praise. 4.35 Elizabeth at 90 - A Family 
Tribute. (R) 

6.05 Paul O’Grady: The Sally Army 

and Me. The presenter returns to 
his home city of Liverpool to help 
the local Salvation Army 
volunteers, coming to the aid of a 
woman whose life has been ruined 
by drug addiction. 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. The team looks at the 
landscapes across Britain that 
inspired Shakespeare, while John 
Craven is joined by Judi Dench to 
visit a town in Kent where the 
bard’s company performed in 
1605. Ellie Harrison explores 
Shakespeare’s intimate knowledge 
of plants in Warwickshire, while 
Matt Baker visits the valley in the 
Brecon Beacons where A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream is 
believed to have been written. 
Adam Henson examines 
Shakespeare’s links with the wool 
trade and Joe Crowley visits the 
Minack theatre in Cornwall. 
Including Weather For The Week 
Ahead. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the show from Trentham 
Gardens near Stoke-on-Trent, 
where the experts value a selection 
of rare finds from the region’s 
historic potteries. 

9.00 Undercover. Nick resorts to a 
devastating lie to protect his 
secret. Maya searches for the 
missing witness, which leads to a 
shocking collision between her 
personal and professional lives. 
10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the latest 
Premier League action, featuring 
Leicester City v Swansea City. 
11.40M0TD: FA Cup Highlights. Crystal 
Palace v Watford. Action from the 
semi-final at Wembley Stadium, as 
the clubs aimed to reach the final 
for the first time since 1990 and 
1984 respectively. 

12.10 Would I Lie to You? (R) 12.40 
Snooker: World Championship Extra. 

3.40 World Snooker: Crucible Classics. 

5.40 Weather for the Week Ahead. 5.45 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.30 Gardeners’ World. (R) 7.00 An 
Island Parish. (R) 7.30 The Beechgrove 
Garden. 8.00 Countryfile. (R) 9.00 The 
Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 Live Snooker: 
The World Championship. 12.15 M0TD2 
Extra; Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.15 
Points of View. 1.30 London Marathon. 
Further live coverage of the 36th staging 
of the annual event. 2.30 Live Snooker: 
The World Championship. The afternoon 
session on day nine at the Crucible 
Theatre in Sheffield. 

6.00 London Marathon Highlights. Ore 

Oduba presents action from the 
36th staging of the annual event, 
which saw approximately 38,000 
runners take on the famous 26.2- 
mile course. 

7.00 Live Snooker: The World 
Championship. Jason 
Mohammad presents coverage of 
the evening’s play on day nine at 
the Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, 
featuring the second sessions of 
two matches in the second round. 
All four players will return to the 
arena tomorrow afternoon to 
conclude these fixtures, with the 
aim being to secure their place in 
the quarter-finals. 

8.00 Natural Born Winners. Donovan 
Bailey, Gareth Thomas, Iwan 
Thomas and James Toseland 
complete their world tour in Japan, 
where they learn Yabusame, the 
ancient art of horseback archery. 
The sportsmen must ride a horse 
down a straight track at high 
speed, controlling the animal 
using their knees, and hit 
stationary targets with a bow and 
arrow. The experience brings back 
happy memories for James, but 
Gareth struggles with his fear of 
horses. Last in the series. 

9.00 Louis Theroux-Drinking to 
Oblivion. The reporter visits the 
liver centre at King’s College 
Hospital, London, and meets 
alcoholics in need of special 
treatment as well as their families 
and the doctors helping them. 

10.00 Film: Half of a Yellow Sun. (2013) 
Premiere. Two sisters pursue 
separate lives in newly-liberated 
Nigeria, only to get caught up in 
the civil war. Drama, starring 
Thandie Newton. 

11.45 Snooker: The World 
Championship.. 

12.35 The People v OJ Simpson: 
American Crime Story. (R) 1.40 Sign 
Zone: Countryfile. (R) 2.35 Holby City. 

(R) 3.35 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.15 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Pat & 
Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Sooty. (R) 7.15 
Super 4. (R) 7.30 Nerds & Monsters. (R) 
7.45 The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 8.00 
Teen Titans Go! (R) 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 
Weekend. 9.25 FIA Formula E 
Championship. 10.20 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 11.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 12.20 ITV News; Weather. 12.30 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 1.30 All Star 
Family Fortunes. (R) 2.15 Fierce. (R) 

3.15 Britain’s Got Talent. (R) 4.35 
Midsomer Murders. (R) 

6.30 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.40 ITV News; Weather. 

6.55 The Chase Celebrity Special. 
Bradley Walsh presents as 
celebrity contestants Nina Wadia, 
Linford Christie, Sarah Harding and 
Tyger Drew-Honey pit their wits 
against ruthless quiz genius the 
Chaser in the hope of winning a 
potential prize pot worth thousands 
of pounds. They must work as a 
team and play strategically to 
answer general knowledge 
questions against the clock and 
race down the game board to the 
exit without being caught. 

8.00 The Durrells. Leslie falls in with a 
bad crowd and ends up being 
falsely accused of armed robbery, 
prompting Louisa to take 
desperate measures to save him. 
Margo takes a shine to a gardener 
at the Villa Mavrodaki, Captain 
Creech returns, and the family 
realises the extent of Gerry’s 
passion for animals when he turns 
his bedroom into a centre for 
scientific learning. 

9.00 Home Fires. Pat and Marek’s 
relationship is in danger when 
someone sees them together. The 
full extent of David’s injuries 
becomes apparent, and Teresa 
faces letting go of the past. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Flying Scotsman with Robson 
Green. The presenter spends a 
year working with the team of 
engineers who have been 
commissioned to rebuild the 
most famous steam engine in the 
world. (R) 

11.15 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 

12.15 Jackpot247. 2.30 Motorsport UK. 
3.20 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 The King of Queens. (R) 6.45 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.10 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 
12.30 George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. 
(R) 1.30 Film: Maid in Manhattan. 

(2002) 3.35 Location, Location, 

Location. (R) 4.35 A Place in the Sun: 
Winter Sun. 5.35 Channel 4 News. 

6.05 Grand Designs: Living in 

Suburbia. Kevin McCloud reveals 
how self-builders are transforming 
the suburbs, drawing on the best 
examples from 15 years of the 
show and talking to experts in 
architectural thinking. (R) 

7.00 The Fearless Chef. Kiran Jethwa’s 
world tour takes him to Ethiopia’s 
Danakil Depression, one of the 
hottest regions on Earth, where he 
intends to mine for salt. He joins 
members of the nomadic Afar 
people in harvesting the salt from 
Lake Afdera, then takes on the 
challenge of making ice cream in 
temperatures of 52C, using 
camel’s milk with a fire 
extinguisher providing the coolant. 
8.00 The Mystery of the Crossrail 
Skulls. Documentary examining 
the discovery of dozens of Roman- 
era skulls by engineers working 
beneath London’s Liverpool Street 
station. The remains have been 
identified as dating back to Roman 
times, but it has yet to be 
determined who these people were 
and how their heads ended up 
buried on the site. Archaeologists 
examine the bones for evidence of 
the various theories that have been 
suggested, questioning whether 
the skulls belonged to gladiators, 
executed rebels or the victims of a 
massacre, or formed part of a 
grisly ritual. 

9.00 Indian Summers. Ralph is forced 
to decide how far he is prepared to 
go to achieve his political goals 
when the Maharajah offers him a 
deal. Cynthia reveals a secret from 
her past. 

lO.OOGogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.05 Film: The Lincoln Lawyer. (2011) 
Thriller, with Matthew 
McConaughey and Marisa Tomei. 
1.10 Embarrassing Bodies Down Under. 
(R) 2.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.15 
Selling Houses with Amanda Lamb. 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.35 Bob the Builder. (R) 

6.45 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.55 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.10 Pets. 7.15 Noddy in 
Toy land. (R) 7.25 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 
Little Princess. (R) 7.55 Pip Ahoy! (R) 

8.10 Blaze and the Monster Machines. 
(R) 8.35 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. 
(R) 8.50 Wanda and the Alien. (R) 9.00 
Toby’s Travelling Circus. (R) 9.15 Jelly 
Jamm. (R) 9.35 LazyTown. (R) 9.55 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 10.30 The 
Championship: Football League Tonight. 
(R) 11.30 Goal Rush: Football League 
Tonight. (R) 12.00 The Gadget Show. (R) 
1.00 Grannies Make You Laugh Out 
Loud. (R) 2.00 Budgies Make You Laugh 
Out Loud. (R) 3.00 Film: What to Expect 
When You’re Expecting. (2012) Comedy 
drama, starring Cameron Diaz. 5.00 
Film: Miss Congeniality. (2000) Comedy, 
starring Sandra Bullock. 

7.00 Now That’s Funny! Videos of 
people having very bad days and 
painful accidents at the US 
National ping pong 
championships. Plus, amusing 
facts about animals and more 
Stars of the Week. 

8.00 Penn & Teller: Fool Us in Vegas. 

The duo try to spot the method 
behind more illusions, casting an 
eye over acts involving doves, 
ropes and a can of fizzy drink, as 
well as a performance by the 
magician who appeared at 
President Obama’s inaugural ball. 
Finally, Penn and Teller play a 
prank on an audience member 
using a ring. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Film: Runner Runner. (2013) 
Premiere. A student loses his 
savings in a rigged online poker 
game, so tracks down the site’s 
owner to Costa Rica. He abandons 
his plans for revenge in favour of 
becoming the crooked gambling 
tycoon’s protege - but the FBI are 
soon pressuring him to help bring 
his boss to justice. Crime thriller, 
starring Justin Timberlake, Ben 
Affleck and Gemma Arterton. 
10.40Film: Cradle 2 the Grave. (2003) 
A Taiwanese undercover agent 
helps a master jewel thief track 
down the international crimelord 
who has kidnapped his daughter. 
Action thriller, with Jet Li. 

12.45 Criminals: Caught on Camera. (R) 

1.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 World War II in 
Colour. (R) 4.00 Wildlife SOS. (R) 4.50 
Great Artists. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Virtuoso Violinists at the BBC 8.00 
Yehudi Menuhin: Who’s Yehudi? 9.00 
Arena: All The World’s A Screen - 
Shakespeare on Film 10.00 Film: 
Forbidden Planet (1956) 11.35 Aliens: 
The Big Think 12.35 Horizon: Asteroids - 
The Good, the Bad and the Ugly 1.35 
Natural World 2.35 Jerusalem: The 
Making of a Holy City 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

2.55 FYI Daily 3.00 Film: The Flintstones 
(1 994) 3.35 Film: Charlotte’s Web 
(2006) 4.35 FYI Daily 4.40 Film: 
Charlotte’s Web (2006) 5.30 Britain’s Got 
Talent 6.50 Britain’s Got More Talent 7.50 
Film: Paranoia (2013) 8.50 FYI Daily 

8.55 Film: Paranoia (2013) 10.00 Family 
Guy 11.55 American Dad! 12.55 The 
Cleveland Show 1.55 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 2.20 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.00 Film: Columbo: A Stitch in Crime 
(1973) 12.35 Film: The Queen (2006) 

1.35 FYI Daily 1.40 Film: The Queen 
(2006) 2.40 Film: Ben-Hur (1959) 3.45 
FYI Daily 3.50 Film: Ben-Hur (1959) 6.55 
Doc Martin 8.00 The Cruise Ship 8.30 
Royal Stories 9.00 Great Estates of 
Scotland 10.20 Film: Elizabeth: The 
Golden Age (2007) 11.35 FYI Daily 11.40 
Film: Elizabeth: The Golden Age (2007) 
12.40 A Touch of Frost 2.40 Doctor at 
Large 3.05 May the Best House Win 4.45 
On the Buses 5.35 Judge Judy 
ITV4 

12.30 Film: Destry (1954) 1.30 FYI Daily 
1.35 Film: Destry (1954) 2.35 Film: The 
Cimarron Kid (1952) 3.35 FYI Daily 3.40 
Film: The Cimarron Kid (1952) 4.15 
Film: Thunderball (1965) 5.15 FYI Daily 
5.20 Film: Thunderball (1965) 6.55 The 
Wine Show 8.00 River Monsters 9.05 
Film: Assassins (1995) 10.10 FYI Daily 
10.15 Film: Assassins (1995) 11.45 
Film: Sleepers (1996) 12.50 FYI Daily 

12.55 Film: Sleepers (1996) 2.30 
Hogan’s Heroes 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

3.55 Film: St Trinian’s 2: The Legend of 
Fritton’s Gold (2009) 6.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
10.00 Tattoo Fixers 11.00 The IT Crowd 
12.10 The 100 1.05 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 2.05 Tattoo Fixers 3.00 A to Z 
Film4 

1.00 The Spy Next Door (2010) 2.50 The 
Rugrats Movie (1999) 4.25 The Spy Who 
Came in from the Cold (1965) 6.50 
Mission: Impossible (1996) 9.00 Her 
(2013) 11.25 sex, lies and videotape 
(1989) 1.30 Blind (2014) 3.30 Close 


m WARWICK BlfCHERg 

This Week’s Wacky Prices kf Halesowen 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Killer Collector, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Two women at an auction unwittingly purchase a 
storage locker belonging to a serial killer that contains 
evidence of his crimes. They soon find themselves in 
a desperate race to uncover the truth before the 
murderer tracks them down. Thriller, directed by and 
starring Casper Van Dien. (2015) 

TUESDAY 

Nightmare from the Past, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Two decades after four high school students 
accidentally killed a mansion’s owner, a mother faces 
a ghost from her youth in the form of the obsessed 
ex-con who paid the price for the friends’ crimes. 
Thriller, starring Ashley Scott. (2015) 


WEDNESDAY 


Heartbreakers, Channel 4,1.30am 

Mother and daughter Max and Page develop a canny 
system of conning rich bachelors out of a fortune. Max 
marries the target, then Page seduces him, allowing 
for a lucrative divorce settlement. However, the 
scheme is threatened when Page falls in love, while a 
former victim tracks Max down hoping to give their 
marriage another chance. Comedy, starring Sigourney 
Weaver, Jennifer Love Hewitt, Gene Hackman, Ray 
Liotta and Jason Lee. (2001) 



THURSDAY 

Cradle of Lies, Channel 5,3.10pm 

A woman awakes from a coma with no memory, until 
a scar on her abdomen stimulates flashes of her past 
and she remembers giving birth while she was 
unconscious. Thriller, starring Nicole de Boer. (2015) 

FRIDAY 

Tomorrow Never Dies, ITV, 10.40pm 

James Bond joins forces with a Chinese agent to foil 
a media mogul’s scheme to start a war between their 
countries. Using an undetectable stealth ship, the 
press baron plans an attack on both nations’ navies, 
knowing they will blame each other - giving him 
exclusive global media coverage of the resulting 
conflict. Spy adventure, starring Pierce Brosnan, 
Jonathan Pryce and Michelle Yeoh. (1997) 


Stage stars celebrate 
Shakespeare's skills 


Y ou can run but you can’t hide 
from the Bard - he’s 
everywhere, almost omnipotent, 
whether you realise it or not. 

Many well-worn everyday phrases 
first appeared in his works, while his 
stories continue to have a major 
influence on popular culture today, so 
it seems only right that we should 
celebrate his life and legacy - even if 
it is on the 400th anniversary of his 
death. 

“BBC2 is playing a central role in 
the BBC’s Shakespeare celebrations 
and I’m delighted we will be showing 
this very special piece which typifies 
the new ambition and scale we are 
bringing to arts programming on the 
channel,” explains Kim Shillinglaw, 
controller of BBC2 and BBC4. 

David Tennant may be best known 
for his starring roles in Doctor Who 
and Broadchurch, but he’s no stranger 
to William Shakespeare’s works, 
having appeared on stage in the likes 
of Hamlet, Love’s Labours Lost, Much 
Ado About Nothing and Richard II. 

He’s also hugely popular, 
particularly with younger viewers, so is 


perhaps the ideal person to front this 
two-hour-long programme - he has 
the knowledge of the subject to carry 
it off, and the appeal to attract those 
who might not otherwise have tuned 
in. 

Tennant will be joined on stage at 
the Royal Shakespeare Theatre in 
Stratford-Upon-Avon by his fellow 
actors Judi Dench, Ian McKellen, 
Meera Syal and Joseph Fiennes, 
musician Rufus Wainwright, rapper 
Akala and comedy star Tim Minchin, 
all of whom share their thoughts on 
the Bard’s enduring influence on the 
performing arts, from his home 
medium of the theatre, through to 
opera, jazz, dance and musicals. 

There’s also a chance to see 
contributions by performers from the 
English National Opera and The Royal 
Ballet. 

“Shakespeare gives us a 360 
degree view of what it is to be human 
and has inspired creativity across 
every art form,” says Gregory Doran, 
the RSC’s artistic director. ‘This live 
event is the highlight of what will be 
an extraordinary year for Shakespeare 
fans, and gives us a chance to 


celebrate just how far his genius has 
travelled, influencing artists down the 
centuries and across the world.” 

As Doran says, there are more 
special programmes and events on 
their way from the BBC and RSC. 

“Our ambition is to get more people 
excited about Shakespeare than ever 
before - through drama, great 
performance, documentary; festivals 
and social media too,” reveals Tony 
Hall, director-general of the BBC. 
“We’re partnering with talent right 
across the country and delighted to be 
working with the RSC. 2016 is going 
to be the biggest celebration of 
Shakespeare we’ve ever put on - for 
everyone.” 

So, keep your eye out for a heap of 
Shakespearean goodies in the future, 
including a retelling of A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream by Russell T Davies, 
which will star Maxine Peake, Matt 
Lucas, Bernard Cribbins and Elaine 
Paige, and there will also be three 
more episodes of The Hollow Crown, 
this time featuring an all-star cast that 
includes Benedict Cumberbatch, 
Sophie Okonedo, Hugh Bonneville 
and Michael Gambon. 



David Tennant (right) presents Shakespeare Live! From the RSC, 
Saturday, BBC2, 8.30pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Flowers 

Channel 4,10pm 

New series. Comedy about an eccentric family 
struggling to hold themselves together, beginning 
with a double bill. Children’s author Maurice and his 
music teacher wife Deborah live in a crumbling old 
house with his ailing mother Hattie and their 
maladjusted 25-year-old twins Amy and Donald. An 
already black day for Maurice turns into a nightmare 
when Deborah insists on celebrating their 
anniversary, while Amy and Donald vie for the 
affections of their lovely neighbour Abigail. 

Marcella 
ITV, 9pm 

In the recent second series of Happy Valley, Sarah 
Lancashire was briefly a suspect in a murder case 
due to her prior history with the victim, but it 
seemed no one genuinely thought she’d done it - 
they just wanted to officially rule her out. However, if 
it becomes common knowledge that Marcella 
Backland, the volatile heroine of this detective 
series, was the one of the last people to see Grace 
Gibson alive, she might genuinely be in the frame, 
thanks to that very nasty temper of hers. So, it’s not 
surprising that the detective is keen to find the taxi 
driver from outside Gibson’s house to find out if he 



can place her there on the night of murder. 
Meanwhile, an aborted attack on an elderly man 
gives the police a new lead in the Grove Park 
Killings. 

TUESDAY 
Fierce 
ITV, 8pm 

Steve Backshall travels to Guyana, home to 
gigantic anaconda, piranha, jaguar and other 
lethal predators. His adventure begins by flying 
340-miles south-west from the capital 
Georgetown to the remote Central Rupununi 
rainforest. He also visits a remote stretch of the 
rainforest on the Mapari River, and searches 
for an electric eel. Aside from tracking 
down the bullet ant, so named because 
one sting feels like being shot, Steve 
also holds a bird-eating tarantula, and 
gets a rare sighting of the endangered 
giant river otter. 

WEDNESDAY 
MasterChef 
BBC1, 9pm 

It’s the semi-finals, which calls for a 
huge challenge - and the 
remaining eight contestants are 


about to face their toughest task to date. They are 
heading to the biggest naval base in Western 
Europe, ready to serve lunch to members of the 
Royal Navy on board the anti-submarine frigate 
HMS Northumberland. Split into two teams of four 
and given a kitchen in a specially constructed 

catering tent, they’ll have less than four 
hours to create two main courses and 
a dessert to feed 110 members of the 
ship’s company. Whichever team’s 
efforts aren’t judged quite shipshape 
by judges John Torode and Gregg 
Wallace will have to head back to 
the MasterChef kitchen for a cook¬ 
off, using leftovers from the previous 
challenge. 


Flowers, Monday, Channel 4,10pm 


THURSDAY 
Line of Duty 
BBC2, 9pm 

The third series of Jed 
Mercurio’s police 
procedural began with 
a big twist when 
Daniel Mays’ bad guy 
was killed off at the 
end of episode 
one. After four 


equally gripping episodes which delved further into 
the corruption scandal hinted at in series one and 
two - and reintroduced Keeley Hawes as anti-hero 
Lindsay Denton - it seems the feature-length finale 
promises to up the ante as one of the AC-12 
officers finds themselves on the other side of the 
interview table on suspicion of murder. AC-12 legal 
counsel Gill Biggeloe puts pressure on Supt Ted 
Hastings, only for new evidence to turn the inquiry 
on its head. An undercover investigation may 
provide the key - but will the unit ever uncover the 
truth about ‘the Caddy’? Martin Compston, Vicky 
McClure, Adrian Dunbar and Polly Walker star. 

FRIDAY 
The Secret 
ITV, 9pm 

New series. Drama set in 1990 Northern Ireland, 
starring James Nesbitt as respected dentist Colin 
Howell, who falls for Hazel Buchanan at his local 
Baptist church and embarks upon a passionate 
affair. Wanting to remain in the church, Colin 
refuses to consider divorce, but he and Hazel are 
desperate to find some way to be together. When 
Lesley’s father dies and she contemplates suicide, 
Colin believes that he has found a way forward and 
both enter a deadly pact. With Genevieve O’Reilly, 
Laura Pyper and Glen Wallace. 



Donations and 

Local House Clearances 




: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• W: Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• W: Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 


0 , 000 ) 

Installations J 


Call FREE on: 

0800 566 8540 

www.mshtrading.co 


USE YOUR LOFT! 


JOHN T. HARRIS 


QtDherfarnc 


HOUSE FURNISHERS 
& RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICE 




Recliner Chairs 


Stockist of chairs to make 
sitting and rising easier 

•Divan Beds *Bed Frames 
•Mattresses 


Ortho Chairs 


0121 559 2402 


1A Causeway, 
Blackheath 


Now open Saturday 10am-2pm, Weekdays 10am-4.00pm, Closed all day Thursday* Private car park 



Midland Tyres, 90 Station Road, Old Hill, 
Cradley Heath, West Midlands B64 6PL 
Tel: 0121 439 0575 Mob: 07794 528468 
Email: midlandtyres@yahoo.co.uk 
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PUZZLES 


27 


BRAIN GYM 


No.374 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 


Down 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


F 

2 

D 

p 

X 

5 

A 

K 

M 

8 

c 

R 

10 

Y 

Q 

12 

N 

13 

w 

14 

J 

15 

s 

16 

Z 

17 

G 

18 

B 

19 

u 

20 

0 

21 

T 

22 

E 

23 

H 

24 

L 

25 

V 

26 

1 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

^1 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

N 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


4. Wrongly name 
the girl, we hear, 
by a telephone 
conversation (7) 

8. This clue is not to 
be believed (6) 

9. It has a pronounced 
similarity to another 
word (7) 

10. Takes steps to 
show the markings 
of tyres (6) 

11. Hold back-farther 
back! (6) 

12. Add to the number 
in the fold (8) 

18. Nothing follows an 
order for task force 
( 8 ) 

20. The Government 
ease restrictions - 
a tricky problem is 
seen in this (6) 

21. Men go crazy after 
one Shakespearian 
woman (6) 

22. Circulates 
advertisement in 
press arrangement 
(7) 

23 & 16 Dn. Elves of 
no great standing 
( 6 , 6 ) 

24. This shows the 
concentration of 
matter contained in 
the volume (7) 


1. Will certainly ruin 
act, if out of order 
(7) 

2. Exaggerate to 
increase the tension 

(7) 

3. Overcome 
- because 
subscription hasn’t 
yet been paid? (6) 

5. The more this 
varies, the more the 
heat is the same! 

( 8 ) 

6. They provide 
splendid cover for 
the capitals of rulers 
( 6 ) 

7. Take a gamble on 
the fellows being 
non-professionals 
( 6 ) 

13. Certify as 
satisfactory an 
account with 
favourable balance 
( 8 ) 

14. Dark times, we 
hear, for chivalrous 
characters (7) 

15. What the jumpers 
did is limited (7) 

16. See 23 Across 

17. A fool holds fixed 
property of the 
deceased(6) 

19. Biographical record 
of me in the sea in 
France (6) 



Sudoku 



5 


8 

6 


7 



3 



7 



5 


9 



7 





4 



3 


4 


1 



5 

6 




5 

7 



4 

8 
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1 



9 
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3 



6 

5 




1 

8 


9 



Quick Clues: 

Across 


Important (7) 

1. Survive (7) 

Referee (6) 

2. Parvenu (7) 

Stranded (7) 

3. Fleet of warships (6) 

Deadly (6) 

5. Contrive (8) 

People (6) 

6. Development (6) 

Changeable (8) 

7. Sinew (6) 

Absurd (8) 

13. To favour (8) 

Energy (6) 

14. Applause (7) 

Unfold (6) 

15. Changed (7) 

Erased (7) 

16. Wicked (6) 

Contusion (6) 

17. Give (6) 

By now (7) 

19. Secret (6) 



LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Stock-market; 9 Rip; 10 
Unhealthy; 11 Lacks; 13 Whistle; 14 Sounds; 
16 Attire; 18 Nitrate; 19 Light; 20 Secretary; 21 
Tar; 22 Hard-hearted. Down: 2 Top; 3 Clubs; 4 
Mohawk; 5 Realist; 6 Entitling; 7 Artlessness; 8 
Type-setters; 12 Crustacea; 15 Dead-end; 17 
Sesame; 19 Layer; 21 Tee. QUICK - Across: 

1 Acknowledge; 9 Put; 10 Vigilance; 11 Recur; 
13 Apparel; 14 Punish; 16 beaten; 18 Imagine; 
19 cadet; 20 Tangerine; 21 Tan; 22 Traditional. 
Down: 2 Cut; 3 Never; 4 Wigwam; 5 Eclipse; 

6 Generated; 7 Appropriate; 8 Wellingtons; 12 
Container; 15 Stipend; 17 Desist; 19 Credo; 21 


Tea. 


Niner 


1. What do we call the city Den Haag? 

2. To whom are the Old Testament Psalms 
traditionally ascribed? 

3. Which US state is nicknamed the 
Centennial State? 

4. Which former Blue Peter presenter was 
the first civilian in Britain to free-fall from 
five miles up? 

5. Which race did legendary ruler Hengist 
command? 


6. Which part of the body is affected by 
glaucoma? 

7. Who wrote the opera Carmen? 

8. Through which mountain range do the 
St Bernard Passes pass? 

9. In which constellation is Rigel? 

10. Which fruit comes from the tree Prunus 
persica? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 South Africa; 2 Hormone 
Replacement Therapy; 3 South Korea; 

4 A tidal wave; 5 Sherry; 6 Duke of 
Marlborough; 7 1982; 8 Tangerine; 9 Mark 
Twain; 10 Richard II. 

Niner: NUMERICAL 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


2472 gives a song, 

51942 gives a musical drama, 
856232 gives a musical composition. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 



IN THE 
WALES 


'NORTH 

CROWN 


WHERE THE MOUNTAINS MEET THE SEA 


‘Resorts 


HUGE HOLIDAY 
HOME SALE 


^ HOLIDAY HOMES FROM JUST £16,995 

- Including 2016 pitch fees 

'Jf STUNNING SEA VIEW LOCATIONS 
AVAILABLE These are limited so hurry! 

^ 3 BED LODGES FROM JUST £49,995 

^ BUY A HOLIDAY HOME ON THIS 

UNSPOILT, EXCLUSIVE PARK & START 
ENJOYING HOLIDAYS STRAIGHT AWAY 


^ PART EXCHANGES WELCOME 

- Great prices given 

★ OPEN 10!/2 MONTHS OF THE YEAR 

^ EARN UP TO £19,396** THROUGH 
OUR MANAGED LETTING SCHEME 

- If you choose to let 

^ PITCH FEES FROM JUST 
£2948 PER YEAR 


*Finance subject to status written details available on request. Away Resorts Ltd is a licenced credit broker authorised by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
For more information please ask. **Figure based on letting a Luxury 8 berth Lodge from March - October, please ask for more details. 


Why not come and take a closer look? Barmouth Bay Holiday Park, Tal-y-bont 

Gwynedd, Wales, LL43 2BJ 

Call 01341 247350 www.awayresorts.co.uk 


A.A. DOMESTICS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

WE SELL NEW/GRADED 
RECONDITIONED APPLIANCES 

WASHING MACHINES | TUMBLE DRYERS | DISHWASHERS 
FRIDGE FREEZERS | FRIDGES 



ALL AVAILABLE 


AT AMAZING 

PRICES 


0^5 ft 


SAMSUNG 


OPEN TO THE 
TRADE AND PUBLIC 


14 Hagley Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 4RG 

Tel: 0121 550 9800 Mob: 07872 606 363 

Email: aadomestics22@yahoo.com 


17 Banner Street, Cradley Heath, B63 2SL 

Tel 01384 413590 
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travel 



tv 


Go with the flow - the house on stilts on the River Drina 


A woman sells knitwear in Drvengrad 


Inside the Pustinja Monastery, decorated with frescoes of Serbian saints 



The tiny church in Drvengrad 


Europe's best kept secret with 
magical sights round every corner 


OFTEN overlooked in favour of 
its popular neighbour Croatia, 
Serbia doesn’t really register as a 
top choice for a holiday. 

I have to admit, my own knowl¬ 
edge of the country, which celebrates 
a decade of independence this year, is 
patchy. 

Aside from Slobodan Milosevic’s well-doc¬ 
umented years of tyrannical rule in the 90s, 
when the country was part of the former 
Yugoslavia, I know next to nothing. But 
images of hardship belong to a distant past; 
instead a trendy and affordable short break 
destination is emerging. 

After a two-hour flight from Heathrow, 
I arrive in Belgrade. The Serbian capital 
has been destroyed and rebuilt more than 
40 times, resulting in a patchwork of ar¬ 
chitectural designs. I gravitate towards the 


By Frances Wright 


Savamala district with its bohemian bars 
and riverfront clubs. Seeking penance after 
a hard night on the tiles, I head west of Bel¬ 
grade to the Pustinja Monastery in the vil¬ 
lage of Pocuta. Originally built in the 13th 
century during the reign of King Dragutin, 
the monastery now standing dates back to 
the 17th century. 

I’m greeted by a group of resident nuns, 
who appear to be almost as old as the mon¬ 
astery itself. Overcoming the language 
barrier, they welcome us with a traditional 
offering of honey and hot water and lead us 
on a tour through the building decorated 
with frescoes of Serbian saints, including 
St Sava. 

Even more unusual is fairytale village 
Drvengrad, part of the picturesque Zlatibor 
district, surrounded by the Tara National 


Park and a three-hour drive from Belgrade. 

It was built in 2003 as a film set by the 
acclaimed Serbian film director Emir Kus- 
turica for his film Life Is A Miracle. It is 
now a fully functioning village where Emir 
lives and hosts his annual film festival. 

Emir grew up in war-torn Sarajevo and 
has said his desire to build Drvengrad was 
born from the destruction of his own town. 

Desire 

All the streets are named after people 
Emir respects and admires, such as foot¬ 
baller Diego Maradona, revolutionary Che 
Guevara and, of course, national hero and 
tennis ace Novak Djokovic. 

The bizarre settlement has 25 timber cot¬ 
tages where tourists can stay, a church, the 
Stanley Kubrick cinema and an ideological 
prison, where imaginary inhabitants in¬ 
clude those who still live among us, such as 


George Bush. I’m particularly enamoured 
by the church, a small wooden structure 
with portraits of Madonna and child. 

Delicious traditional Serbian food is 
served at the village restaurant, where I 
dine on meat, cheese and lots and lots of 
bread. Dishes are inspired by a number of 
cultures, borrowing from German, Greek 
and Turkish cuisine. Best of all, it’s cheap - 
a three-course meal with wine for £6. 

Near to Drvengrad, on the border of Ser¬ 
bia and Bosnia, is the stunning river Drina, 
where I take a rafting trip. We calmly float 
past rural orthodox churches, until we 
reach an isolated house on stilts near the 
town of Bajina Basta. It was built by local 
boys in 1968 and has been standing on a 
rock for nearly 50 years. 

Serbia feels like Europe’s best-kept se¬ 
cret, with magical experiences around every 
corner. 



S *¥ * 

Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


For more information or for brochures 
contact the Express & Star Promotions Team 

01902 319999 
Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm 
www.starreadertravel.com 


London is the natural home of theatre and the musical is king in the capital’s world-famous West End. British musicals that prove a runaway 
success here, often go on to triumph on Broadway and around the globe. The winning combination of engaging writing, captivating stage design 
and commanding performance has enabled London theatres to achieve box office smashes time and time again. 

Omega Holidays offer a superb portfolio of theatre breaks, managing the whole show package which includes travel, either by coach or rail, 
four-star accommodation and various price bands for each show. Make your own way breaks are also available to book. 


London 

Theatre 

Breaks 

Price includes: 

/ Return coach or rail travel 
/ One/two nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
/ Evening meal (with selected packages) 

/ Theatre ticket 
/ Free time in London 
/ Services of a tour driver 
/ Single rooms subject to availability 
(supplement applies) 

Prices are per person (unless otherwise stated). Please 
read brochures/web pages for full description plus terms 
and conditions. Please note Star Reader Travel are unable 
to take bookings. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick 
up points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

*The "from” price and price bands vary for each show 
—see brochure/weh page for details. 


Rail inclusive breaks - Two days 

Saturday Night Theatre from £169. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day 
weekend break in the capital. 

There’s a selection of London hotels to choose from 
(supplements may apply) and rail travel is standard 
class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday. 

The ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. 


Rail inclusive breaks - Three days 

Theatre Showstopper from £239. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday returning on Sunday. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade, plus two nights stay at a four-star London 
hotel (supplements may apply). 

Includes a top priced ticket for a Friday evening 
performance. 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Saturday Night from £149. 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159. 95 

For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option, see the 
matinee performance before heading to the hotel for 
an evening meal. The Saturday Night option includes 
a ticket for the evening performance (meal not 
included). 

Both breaks include a standard priced theatre ticket 
and the option to upgrade plus an overnight stay in a 
four-star outer London hotel. 





















































Plenty of seating areas to enjoy the fresh air One of the many pets - Duncan the Shetland pony Secluded and enclosed ornamental patio area 


Looking after all your needs 


YEW TREE Nursing Home is a well 
established home located in the 
picturesque rural village of Roms- 
ley, close to the post office, shops 
and pub. 

With 41 bedrooms over two floors the 
home is set in extensive grounds with both 
patio areas and sun terraces overlooking 
the beautiful countryside and beyond. 

There is also a secluded and enclosed 
ornamental patio area which is accessible 
at anytime enabling the residents to grow 
herbs and vegetables and to take part in 
gardening activities as part of their daily 
living. 

Alternatively, residents can just relax in 
one of the many seating areas and en¬ 
joy the fresh air and peaceful location of 


the home with only the sound of the wind 
chimes, the water feature and occasional¬ 
ly the hens or pony saving hello to break 
the ambience. 

There are four lounges, each with its 
own unique character. The front lounge 
is within our specialised Dementia Unit 
which has recently undergone a full refur¬ 
bishment. 

The Garden Lounge is the largest in 
the home with a bright and airy feel with 
countryside views and accessibility for all 
residents to the outside Sun Terrace. 

We also have two quaint lounges which 
have a more private, intimate and relax¬ 
ing environment, ideal for family visits 
and special occasions. Yew Tree Nursing 
Home also has its own pets. We have Dun¬ 
can the Shetland pony, Gemma the cat, 


Bright and airy feel with 
countryside views and 
accessibility for all our 
residents to the outside 
sun terrace 


Joe the budgerigar, John and James the 
guinea pigs and hens collectively called 
the Cheeky Girls. Pets often expand the 
sociability of older people and have a pos¬ 
itive benefit on our residents’ well being. 

Yew Tree has also been awarded the 
‘Gold Standards Framework’ in Care 
Homes. The GSF (Gold Standards Frame¬ 
work) is a systematic, evidence based ap¬ 


proach to optimising care for all patients 
approaching the end of their life. 

Yew Tree Nursing Home also organises 
day trips throughout the spring and sum¬ 
mer and has stag and hen parties when¬ 
ever a member of staff is getting married. 

Yew Tree Nursing Home aims to provide 
its residents with a secure, relaxed and 
homely environment in which their care, 
well being and comfort is of prime impor¬ 
tance. All staff will preserve and maintain 
dignity, individuality and privacy of all res¬ 
idents within a warm and caring environ¬ 
ment and in doing so will be sensitive to 
the residents’ ever-changing needs. 

For all any further information or to ar¬ 
range a visit, please call Carol Lightwood 
(Home Manager) of Vicky Mills (Business 
Manager) on 01562 710809 


BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business: 

Yew Tree Nursing Home 

Address: 

Yew Tree Place, Romsley, B62 ONX 

Telephone: 

01562 710809 

Website: 

www.yewtreenursinghome.co.uk 



Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley, B62 ONX 
Tel: 01562 710809 


In Aid of Mary Steven's Hospice Charity 

Saturday 18th June 2016/ 

* 7 11am to 4pm 

DOG SHOW CATEGORIES: 

♦ Best Trick ♦ WaggiestTail 
♦ Prettiest Dog ♦ Best Puppy 

► Best Veteran ♦ Best Fancy Dress 

♦ All Winners will be placed 
in our Best In Show Class 

Entry £5 per dog ♦ All proceeds to the charity. 
Prize includes Rosette and Treats for the Dog 


^ Stallholders Wanted £10 per stall contact Vicky Mills on 01562 710 809 
option 2 or email Vicky@yewtreenursinghome.co.uk for further information. 
1 All proceeds from stalls will go to the charity. 

U& Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley, B62 ONX Tel: 01562 710809 


Home 


We offer 

• 24 hour nursing care in a warm and friendly environment 

• Single and double bedrooms available, en-suite facilities 

• Specialist care for dementia, nursing and Palliative Care 

• Weekly activity packages, day trips, pub visits, etc 

• Home cooked meals prepared by our 5* rated kitchens 

• Large gardens where you can become friends with our 
Shetland pony, cat and guinea pig 

www.yewtreenursingIiome.co.uk 

Come and see for yourselves - no appointment necessary 


Yew 

Tree 


Yew Tree Nursing Home 
FAMILY FUN DAY AND DOG SHOW 


Offering you nursing experience and expertise in 
our idyllic country retreat ensuring your stay with 
us feels like home from home. 


Nursing 
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PROPERTY 


Hicks Hadley 

Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 
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WITHYMOOR, Aldeford Drive£725 pcrrnfeesl 

Well presented semi detached house situated on this popular estate. 
Occupying a quiet cul de sac location. Featuring an attractive lounge with 
breakfast kitchen to the rear. To the 1 st floor there are 3 bedrooms and a 
family bathroom, whilst to the outside there are gardens to front and rear. 
In addition, there is a garage and drive, and the property benefits from 
aas fired central heatina and double alazina. Not to be missed! EPC: D 1 

WOLVERHAMPTON, Chelston Drive£650 pcm+Fees 
A 3 bedroom detached home located in a a quiet cul de 
sac location and benefits gas central heating and double 
glazing. The accommodation briefly comprises a reception 
hall, lounge, dining room, fitted kitchen, conservatory, 3 
bedrooms, aaraae and Daved driveway. EPC: TBC 

BIRMINGHAM, St Pauls Square£650 pcm+Fees 

A part furnished 2nd floor studio apartment. The apartment is 
ready for immediate occupation has accommodation (accessed 
via secure concierge entrance) to comprise a hallway, fitted 
bathroom suite with shower over, bedroom area with fitted 
wardrobes, open plan kitchen/lounge area with fitted appliances, 
including fridae. oven, hob and washina machine. EPC: TBC 
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CRADLEY HEATH, Waterfall Lane£625 pcm+Fees 
Located within a short distance of Old Hill Train Station, a 
short drive from Black Heath and Cradley Heath, is this 
modern town house, featuring 3 bedrooms, 2 spacious 
lounges, house bathroom with shower, downstairs wc, small 
enclosed gardern, driveway for 1 car and also benefits from 
an intergrated garage. EPC: TBC 

BRIERLEY HILL, Bittern Walk£595 pcm+Fees 

A lovely extended totally refurbished semi detached residence 

ideal for a family. The property comprises 3 bedrooms, fitted 

kitchen, lounge, bathroom, driveway and garage, double 

alazina and aas central heatina. Close to local shoos. EPC: D 

HALESOWEN, Howley Grange Road£595 pcm+Fees 
An extended unfurnished semi detached family home 
in popular location for Howley Grange Primary School. 
Benefiting from gas central heating, double glazing, 2 
reception rooms, fitted kitchen, conservatory, 2 double 
bedrooms, family bathroom with shower, front and rear 
gardens. EPC: D 
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HALESOWEN, Hilltop Ave £595 pcm+Fees 

A lovely end terraced property recently fully refurbished, 
close to Halesowen Town Centre featuring large reception 
room with dining area, brand new fitted kitchen, 2 
double bedrooms, bathroom suite with shower, large low 
maintenance Daved rear garden, drivewav for 2 cars. EPC: D 


HALESOWEN, The Forge £595 pcm+Fees 

A modern 2 bedroom semi detached property situated in a 
quiet cul de sac and within walking distance to Cradley Heath 
Train Station, bus links and shops. Featuring a great living 
room, conservatory, kitchen, 2 bedrooms, bathroom with 
shower, private rear garden, driveway, gas central heating. 
EPC: TBC 


ROWLEY REGIS, Allsops Close£595 pcm+Fees 

A very well presented unfurnished modern 2 bedroom home 
in a popular residential location. Accommodation comprises 
of lounge with patio doors leading to conservatory, kitchen, 2 
bedrooms and family bathroom, gas central heating, private 
rear j^arden ] allocated Darkina for 1 car. EPC: C 
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ROWLEY REGIS, Mount Road£575 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished semi detached family home in a popular 
location, briefly comprising of: 3 bedrooms, double glazing, 
gas central heating, spacious living room, kitchen, guest wc, 
bathroom with shower, front and rear gardens and driveway 
Darkincj. EPC: D 

HALESOWEN, Barnswood Close£575 pcm+Fees 
A well presented newly painted mid terraced property comprising 
hallway with stairs to first floor, fitted kitchen, large lounge with 
patio doors to the rear garden, double glazing, gas central 
heating, double bedroom with fitted wardrobes and a further 
smaller double, white bathroom suite with shower over bath and 
tiled floor off road Darkina at the front of the DroDertv. EPC: TBC 

HALESOWEN, Talbot Street£550 pcm+Fees 

##• 1ST MONTHS RENT HALF PRICE ••• A fabulous newly renovated 
mid-terrace house with complete re-wire, new alarm system, new roof, new 
‘A’ rated Bosch boiler, gas central heating, new carpets & decorated throughout 
comprising 2 reception rooms, fitted kitchen, downstairs bathroom with shower, 

3 bedrooms, rear garden, on road parking. Ideally located a short distance from 
local shoos. Cradlev Train Station and the number 9 bus route. EPC: E 
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KIDDERMINSTER, Patin House£550 pcm+Fees 

A superb ground floor apartment set in a converted Victorian 
house offering under floor heating, open plan lounge, 
fitted kitchen with appliances and granite worktops, large 
bathroom with shower, 1 double and 1 large single bedroom, 
allocated parking and well kept communal gardens. Available 
immediately. EPC: C 

CRADLEY HEATH, Delingpole Walk£550 pcm+Fees 
Located on a popular development, close to local train station 
is this unfurnished, mid mews house, briefly comprising: gas 
central heating, living room, fitted kitchen, downstairs wc, 

2 bedrooms, bathroom with shower, rear garden, garage. 
EPC: C 

HALESOWEN/COLLEY GATE, Ladysmith Road£525 pcm+Fees 

A mid terraced house in a sought after area for Colley Lane 
Primary School, bus links to Halesowen and Stourbridge. This 
house features 2 reception rooms, fitted kitchen with oven/ 
hob, dining area, new downstairs shower room, 2 good size 
bedrooms, double glazing, gas central heating, rear garden. 
EPC: TBC 
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HALESOWEN, Hagley Road (Rosegardens)£525 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished 1st floor coach house apartment within 
walking distance to Halesowen Town Centre and on a major 
bus route. Featuring gas central heating, living room, fitted 
kitchen, 2 bedrooms, bathroom with shower, parking space, 
and a lovely communal garden. An internal inspection is 
hiahly recommended. EPC: TBC 

QUINTON, Lapal Manor Court£525 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished ground floor apartment briefly comprising; 

living room/fitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom with 

shower. Benefits include gas central heating, secure allocated 

DarkincUdeal location for motorwav access. EPC: TBC 

DUDLEY, Southgate Way £499 pcm+Fees 

A stunning and spacious well presented furnished to suit 
1st floor apartment featuring 2 bedrooms, electric storage 
heating, double glazing, open plan living room with fitted 
kitchen, house bathroom with shower, allocated parking 
SDace. Viewina hiahlv recommended. EPC: C 
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SEDGLEY, Tudor Vale £495 pcm+Fees 

Located in this ever popular cul-de-sac is this end mews 
house, briefly comprising of: gas central heating, spacious 
living room, fitted dining kitchen, downstairs WC, 2 double 
bedrooms, bathroom with shower, rear garden, driveway 
Darkina. unfurnished. EPC: C 

OLDBURY, Causeway Green Road£450 pcm+Fees 
Deceptively large and spacious. A split level apartment 
above local shops, within walking distance to bus links for 
Langley and Oldbury and close to J2 of the M5 comprises gas 
central heating, spacious living room, fitted kitchen, 2 double 
bedrooms, bathroom with shower, parking to rear, with the 
added bonus of a Dorch. unfurnished. EPC: D 

CRADLEY HEATH, Victoria Gardens£395 pcm+Fees 

A modern top floor apartment, in the centre of Old Hill with 
local bus stop outside and Old Hill train station close by. This 
apartment comprises of 1 double bedroom, electric storage 
heating, double glazing, fitted kitchen, bathroom with shower, 
allocated parkina. unfurnished. EPC: C 


Detached family home 
has six double bedrooms 



A SUBSTANTIAL detached 
family home in Stream Road, 
Kingswinford, is for sale 
through Taylors at £549,000. 

It has an entrance porch, fine re¬ 
ception hall, guests cloaks/WC, a huge 
living room with a log burner, formal 
dining room, a breakfast room/snug, 
an extended fitted breakfast kitchen, 
and laundry. The house also has six 
double bedrooms, en-suite shower 
rooms, luxury fitted bathroom, gas 
central heating and double glazing. 

It has automatic gates, garage and 
huge rear garden. 

Contact Taylors estate agents on 
(01384) 401777 or visit www.tay 
lors-estateagents.co.uk 
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Appealing modem house 
located in a popular area 

A SPLENDID modern double 
fronted, spacious four-bed¬ 
room detached family home 
in Northgate Close, Dudley, 
is on a popular estate. It is 
for sale through Trinity Prop¬ 
erty at £249,950. 

With double glazing and central 
heating, it has an entrance hall, down¬ 
stairs WC, a kitchen/dining room, a 
lounge/living room with patio doors 
to the rear patio/garden, spacious 
landing with loft access and storage 
cupboards, four bedrooms including 
three double and one single, with the 
master en-suite, and a bathroom/WC 
with shower over bath. 

There is a garage/carport, small 
lawn, and to the rear a paved patio 
and garden. 

Contact Trinity Property on (01384) 
213395 or visit www.trinityproperty. 
net 
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Local Specialists 
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Automotive 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


1 Motor Body Work Specialists 
1 Insurance Approved 
1 From a minor bump to major repairs 
1 FREE local pick up and delivery 
1 FREE estimates and written quotes 


30 Years Experience 



We also supply a car and van to none fault 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com 



insurance 


Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 




Blinds4Le$s 


Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
“New range of chainless 
verticals and night and 
day rollers.” 

Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
0121 270 6104 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

Cheekatradecoi _ 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 
For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 
07767869792 
We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


MOT 


with this advert 


Green Garage, Unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 



0121 559 6001 MOT 


Plumbing 



Carpentry 


Decorating 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESIMEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 
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Painting & Decorating 
Tiling & General Maintenance 
FREE QUOTES 
Full liability insurance 

Ring Ross on: 0121 550 7817 
07980 286695 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC [ 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 



MJD Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Special discounts for OAP's 
Free Quotes - Fully Insured 
Commercial Work Undertaken 
No job too small 
Give Mick a Call 
Tel:07889923896 
Michael.J.Downing@hotmail.co.uk 


0 


Electricians 


IS QUALITY ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 


A.S. 

Painter & Decorator 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / security alarms and lighting 
/ fault finding and repairs / shower replacements and more 


. Domestic / Industrial / Commercial work undertaken 


Contact now: 

0121 531 6884/07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk * 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


Spring 
Deals now 
on - call 
for more 
information 


Interior & Exterior 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Cleanliness 

Assured 

Call: \V 
07730 
477564 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 


"n Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 


CERTIFICATIONS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor Lane, Halesowen B62 8PU / Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, driveway 
or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements 
• Rewiring • Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs- 
7 days a week • Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated • 
Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 
stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk 


(J OFFICE: 0121 423 388310844 561 7244 
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All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 
local service call: 




0121 3690311 
07939 503905 


mbelectric.co.uk 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
O.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 


is 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Odd jobs to full refits 
Guaranteed lowest prices 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 


Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

® Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 
• FREE Survey & Quotation 


ELECTRIC 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


OUSEHOLD- 

r P L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/C: g All installations and repairs est 
™ Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

Tel: Neil 07968 786449-0121-602 6776 . 
V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk-n/ 


KEN PERRY 


Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in . 
Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 


Double Glazing 


Mis^yrajedUijite? 
Contact US for a F8FF quote! 


Manufacturers 
& Installers of 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

!A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 
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Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com flk 
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Driveways 



DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Yean Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



: ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD * 


Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios 
Landscaping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 
Power Washing • 5 year guarantee 
FREE estimate • 15 years experience • Fully insured 

01384847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web:wwwacepavingservices.co.uk 
Email:acepavingservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, 

_ Halesowen B63 2QB _ 


Plastering 


www.dbsh utters, co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378 


Quality Workmanship 

® Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
>r 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pr 



CJ . Plastering 



For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs 10 
complete rooms 


GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 


0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 


ALL TYRES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 
OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Loiv Prices 
FREE QUOTES 


vmmm 


To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 

ID 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

_ 

E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

1 ^ Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 1 
Jj 0 Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB M 
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Local Specialists 


Fencing 


Gardening 


Plumbing & Heating 
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THEFORSTSTOP FOR AllYOUR 
FENCING REQUITEMENTS! 

MTlSMSRSSi 
mimmSSB 





*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


EN SERVICES LTD| Gas Heating Services 


LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 748872 



130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 

• Central Heating 

• Gas Fitting f m- nn -- 

• Cooker Repairs 

• Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 

• Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 

•“ons FREE QUOTES 

• FamNy s R un P7ET1 J\_ 



FREE QUOTES 

MasterCard ^Maestrol 




Fencing & Gates 



eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Slava on 


It3t4 242891 or 97970 300586 


mmmsmms. 


Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0006 

www.gassafel .com 


Property Maintenance 


I AIR Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 

Gardening & Landscaping Services 


• Turfing • Garden Clearance 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 



R-RCTFencing 



AH types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Rius decking, 
stabbing & 
block paving 
QUOl 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 


Gas and Boiler Services 



To promote your 

Gas & Boileijj 
Service 


• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 

(am 

www.ragardenservices.net 


PETROL MOWERS/ 
STRIMMERS SERVICES 
FROM £50 

Looking for full / part time work 

RELIABLE AND 
EXPERIENCED GARDENER 

References Available 
No job too small, Give me a call 
PRH GARDEN & MAINTENANCE 
Call Peter 

07746 195172 
01384 821105 


SEDGLEY 
TREECARE 


Professional Tree Surgeon 


TREE REMOVAL 
CROWN REDUCTION 
STUMP GRINDING 
HEDGE TRIMMING 
GARDEN CLEARANCES 
ALL WASTE REMOVED 
NPTC QUALIFIED 

07746813358 or 
01902 659 692 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
t Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering ★ New Fibreglass Roofs 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


KS 
ERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 



Window Specialists 


Groundwork 


Bishop & Son 

• Digger and DriveMjlirpf 

• Experts in grouricTclearanc^| 

• Drives, drainage & footings 


0T3W732043 
07736548877 
Bo p hotmail.co.uk 




I.C.A. TILING SERVICES WKT 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories.^^^W 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



Floor and Wall Tiling 


Ceramic, Porcelain and Natural Stone 
Walls • Floors • Bathrooms • Kitchens • Conservatories 
All work undertaken • Call Tony for a free quote 


0121 422 4116 / 07961 604632 


Roofing 


ALL 


ZZZtL 


HTT3 




ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 




Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


BLACK COUNIBY ROOFING 


3rd Generation Roofer 
20 Years Experience 
/ Small Repairs 
Gutters Cleared 
No Money Upfront 
Fibreglass Flat 
Roof Fitters 


CALLON 07553 873075 / 01384 671988 

FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE 



•Fascias •Sof its* Dry Verge 
• Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 /07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 

IQ 

Call us on... ^ 

01902 319590 \ 

1 

E-mail us at... | 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk J 

Post to... ^ 

1 V; Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 1 
^ J Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB ^ 










































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


lost & found 


BENJI IS MISSING 

Neutered Bengal Male Cat, 
brown body, dark spots, 
missing from Coppice area, 
Coseley, since April 9th. 
Reward of £250 for informa¬ 
tion that leads to safe return. 
07722 938845. 

LOST—Gents gold and ruby ring, 
Wolverhampton, approximately 
4 weeks ago. Sentimental value. 
Telephone 07510 348797. 


AVONDALE DART 510 

5 berth, 2000, 18ft, blow air 
heating, full screens and blinds, 
full shower room and toilet, full 
oven and cooker, 3 way fridge, 
very good condition, awning 
and extras. £3,250 ono. 
Telephone 07596100715. 


CARAVAN FULL AWNING 

Fits a 390 van, green and cream 
in colour, with curtains and a 
breathable awning carpet and 
two awnincystorm straps. 

01384 894605. 


COACHMAN GENIUS 
500/ 5SE 

5 berth, end bedroom, movers, 
awning, winter cover, fully 
equipped, hook up cable water 
/ waste containers, regularly 
serviced. 

Excellent condition. 

£3,500. 

01902 892498. 


STATIC CARAVAN 

35 x 12ft, with decking, on 
private plot on quiet site in Mid 
Wales, 2 fishing pools, 20 
minutes to nearest coast, 
ground rent included for 2016. 
£6,500. 

07555 303350. 



TORTOISESHELL CAT 


WITH HEALTH PROBLEMS 

She’s been missing from Long 
Knowle Est, Wednesfield, 
since Friday, April 8. Any 
information please contact 

01902 256059 / 07788 983174. 




MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Excellent condition. Four 
wheels. Fits easily in a car boot. 
Ideal for shopping, days out and 
holidays. Can deliver. 

£275. 

07905 770683. 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

RISE AND RECLINE armchair, elec¬ 
tric, top quality, waterfall back, as 
brand new, £295. Can deliver. 
01902 341611. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 




AVONDALE DART 470-2,2005 

caravan, 2 berth, very good condi¬ 
tion, Alco hitch, porch awning, 
cover, all accessories. £3,800. 
07501 446482. 

EUROVENT CARAVAN awning, 
6.5m and porch awning, £75. 
01785 714660. 


TOURER CARAVAN 
FOR SALE. 

Elddis Knightsbridge 
Limited Edition 630-6SE 
2004. 

Excellent condition. Twin axle 
caravan. 6-Berth. 
Comes complete with all 
accessories and porch awning. 

£5,500. o.n.o. 

Contact Ian: 

01562 852380 / 07968 784905 



TOURING CARAVAN 


LUNA SOLARAS 

2006,Twin axle, approx 
23ft long, end bedroom. 

Sited at Burnham, 
near Weston Super Mare. 
Fees paid for this year. 
Site open all year round. 
£6,250. o.n.o. 
01922 479743. 



WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07776373150 



FISHING TACKLE WANTED any¬ 
thing considered. New or Old 
01902 754011 or 07931 568716 



BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 

Sunday 24th April 


KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 
DY76ER 
10.30am - 4pm 

Tel: 01384 894464 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


✓ ftAK 

✓ i ood holiday 

✓ ENTERTAINMENT pat»IC 

✓ HEATFD POOl site 

PETS WELCOME ltl» 

fra* hroi-hui • 01970 820772 



BURNHAM-0N-SEA 


Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 


01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



PENKRIDGE ANTIQUES 

collectors market. Thursday 5th 
May, Penkridge ST19 5AP. Free 
parking, free entry. Ope” 
9am- 3pm. Tel 07947271947 





JOHN LEWIS headboard, 4ft 6, light 
oak. £85 ono. Double wardrobe. 
White. £125 ono. Matching chest of 
drawers. £65ono. 01902 723430. 

SINGLE BED cost £130 sell for £30. 
Must be able to collect. 

Call 07580 912994. 

SINGLE DIVAN 2 drawer bed, as 
new, never used, cost £289. sell 
£130 ono. 01902 397753 

TWO SEATER settee with matching 
pouffe, fabric very light cream, £80. 
Perton 01902 751439. 

WANTED TWO LEATHER Chester¬ 
field Armchairs. Good condition. 

01902 743617 / 07852 615178 



FRIDGE FREEZER in excellent con¬ 
dition. £85. Can deliver. 

07342 238069. 

FRIDGE FREEZER in excellent con¬ 
dition. £90. Can deliver. 

07342 238069. 



LAWN TRACTOR 

22hp, 42 inch cut with collector, 
totally new and unused. 
Cost £3,500. 

Will accept £1,850. 

Can deliver. 

Telephone 07710169150. 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS: FREE 

Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
HOUSE CLEARANCES 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67 @ 
hotmail.com 


AIR RIFLES, SHOT GUNS, Antique 
guns, taxidermy- big bore guns, 
traps etc wanted. 07968 624202 


AUTO MEMORABILIA 
WANTED 

Garage signs, pumps, 
enamelled, Esso, Shell, Texaco 
etc and anything else related. 
Oil cans /jugs. 

Also classic Ford cars, bikes 
and parts and American 
memorabilia. 

Top prices paid. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 



gardening 
v services 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 p< 
garden. 25 years experience. C< 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


c 


aerials 



earnQzm&tf 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


carpet & upholstery 
V_ cleaning _ 



Call Paul 07870 341089 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


driveways/patio ^ 
cleaning 


Block Paving 


IdnildudUdUl lUDlUlu, 

I crete-print cleaning / reseal. 


01902 742222 / 07590 389991 

FREE QUOTES 


fencing 


PORTWfly 

FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 bays of quality fencing, CLQC 
concrete posts, gravel boards tO / J 


Heavy duty panels supplied and fitted. 

6x6 H/D Treated panels £ 15.95 
6x5 Feather edge panels £ 1 8.95 
8 foot concrete posts £ 8.95 
12 inch x 6 foot gravel boards £ 7.95 


0121 531 5250/07866137656 
8 1 a 9 m n<m 4 - 3 °P 111 / DELIVERY \ 


gas fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to cany out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST 
CASH PRICE PAID 

for house clearances and bereavements. 
Shops, Schools and Commercial clearances 
Also removals undertaken. 

All rubbish removed. Carriers licence held 
07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


j painters / ^ 

V decorators I 

I DECORATOR 

% ALL domestic work 
undertaken 

Reliable & Affordable 
Special rates for OAPs 

No job too SMALL 

Call 

07957 346 059 


C.C. PAINTING & DECORATING 

best quotes around. OAPs 20% off. 
07874 814922 / 01902 632851. 


\ 

removals 

V___ 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


Stourbridge 

Removals 



20+ YEARS EXP 
Home, Office, 

Part loads, landlord 
clean & repair service. 

House clearances. 
Quality service guaranteed 
lowest rates 

C Call John-07802 876876 
office - 01562 640 640 


\ 

skip hire 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Calf: 
0121 555 6060. 



Pets & 
Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


IFOR WILLIAMS 505 Twin horse 
trailer, immaculate condition for 
year, £1,800 ono. 07938 598881. 

SAFE 13.1 HH COLOURED Welsh 
Cob, six years old, good in every 
way, sadly outgrown, with all tack, 
£950. 07938 598881. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


RAPID 7 MK1, .177. 

£500. 

01785 714660. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BELLA 

4 year old very pretty cream 
coloured, long haired, cross 
breed girl, very sweet gentle 
naturedf loves people, cats and 
other dogs, she was let down 
dreadfully by a previous owner 
and left in matted state and over 
weight, she is now being 
groomed and sorted out, she 
needs TLC and in return will be 
a absolutely super pet is the 
size of a small Labrador. 

01588 676106. 


GERMAN SHEPHERD BITCH 

Age 6 years. Very attractive. 
Colour black and gold. 
All vaccinations, identity 
chipped. Good with children, 
friendly with dogs. Looking for a 
good nome. Homes checked. 
Penkridge: 01785 712628 

TWO FEMALE Bichon pups, vacci¬ 
nated, ready now. £500 each. 

0121 422 2783. 



THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PR 0 M 0 TING 


YOUR j c; 
BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191 . 


5 

Business & 
. Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



BLACK COUNTRY HIGH Street 
Cafe for sale, low rental rates, only 
£69,000.0121 454 5045. 



L u.U.U.. [ . l .m i . Ttt 

A TWO BED FLAT off Compton Rd, 
CH, DG. Off road parking, £115.50 
pw 01902 340073 / 07770 660636. 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 
offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 


BILSTON Modern, One-bed flat with 
parking, recently refurbished. 
£385pcm. 07837 635937. 

DECEPTIVE 2 bed property, Quarry 
Bank, refurbished, redecorated, 
furnished, secure parking, must be 
viewed, no DSS. 07763 461841. 

LOVELY BIG comfortable 1 bed flat, 
Brierley Hill. Quiet central spot. 
£395pcm plus dep/refs (employed 
only). 07850 830361. 

ONE BED FLAT, GCH, Tettenhall, 
quiet cul de sac, £375cm. 

Telephone 07866 014788. 



PARK HOME FOR SALE. Two 

double bedrooms, en-suite and 
bathroom on Oxley Court Park. 
07790 411329 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


SELL IT 

FAST 

SELL IT 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 


(WUIL 
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ClassifiedAds 


properties wanted j 

WE PA 

(EVERY TIME!) 

Y 100% of purchase price 

§) 

BLACK 

COUNTRY 

UAMEC 

We buy any house 

• FAMILY BUSINESS • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE • NO FEES/FREE SOLICITORS 

nuivibo 

WE ALSO BUY LAND | 30 



Home Cash Buyer 


Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


PROPERTIES 

WANTED 

✓ Any area 
✓ Any circumstances 
✓ Any condition 


Direct Sale No Chains No Stress 
Fast CASH completion 
Call Jack on 07507 865668 


Jobs 


EXPERIENCED BAR STAFF, 
WAITING STAFF & COOK 

required part time. Halesowen 
area. Call 01384 561019 


MERCURYHVAC 
DISTRIBUTION 
BASED IN HALESOWEN 

Are seeking 
GENERAL MANAGER 

experienced in all facets of 
ductwork manufacture with a 
hands on approach and a 
willingness to be flexible. Good 
organisational skills coupled 
with team working attitude. 
Competitive salary, benefits 
and excellent prospects 
Skilled/semi-skilled rectangular 
sheet metal worker(s) to join 
and develop their experience 
within a progressive company. 
Competitive rates 
Contact 0121 504 3840 
Email 

ashley@climaticdirect.co.uk 


... . j glass & window industry, 
should De fully conversant with 
Auto Cad to produce both working 
& fabrication drawings, apply in the 
.“ 21 585 0822 


first instance to 0121 


EXPERIENCED BRICKLAYER 

seeks employment. 

07534 767256. 

MAN 56 car owner, needs work, 
casual, part time/full time, anything 
considered. 07561 165078. 


RELIABLE AND 
TRUSTWORTHY 
CLEANER/HOUSEKEEPER 

seeking full or part time work for 
that professional. 

Call 07806 748323. 




Motoring 




_ _ _ _. ._ibhp, 

silver, excellent condition, 93,000 
miles, lady owner, £2,200 ono. 
07957 764006. 


SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALL 


01902 317878 


MERCEDES CLK280 AMG 
CONVERTIBLE 

06, very good condition, 
72k miles, silver, would 
consider Freelander auto in PX, 
must be in good condition. 

£6,995. 

01902 682353/07791 512408. 


PEUGEOT 307, 2006. Excellent 
condition, FSH, long MoT, £1,850. 
o.n.o. 01384 373999 or 07527 
592477. 

VW PASSAT CC, DSG auto, 2011 
plate, full MoT, 175k, fsh, tow bar, 
privesy windows, economical, fully 
loaded, £7,995. 07767 869892. 



Salary + Company Car + Commission giving OTE £45k-£50k 
Must have sales background within the Windows and 
Conservatory industry. Based in Long Lane, Halesowen 
Good rates of pay & working conditions 
Please forward c.v. to: 

stuart.humpherson@rydalewindows.co.uk 
or telephone 0121 559 4211 


LEXUS IS 2.2 DIESEL SE 

2006, manual, 6 speed, 
60,000 miles, all MoT history, 
silver, beige leather, 
heated and electric seats, 
two keys, no warning lights, 
no accidents, drives superb. 

Owned for last 8 years. 
One previous owner. 

New tyres, wheels refurbished, 
no cam belt (uses cam chain) 
excellent condition for year. 

Genuine sale. 

£3,750. 

07973 823945. 


RENAULT KANGOO 
AUTHENTICUE 

03,1.2 16V, wheelchair access, 
red, 61,700 miles, over 11 
months MoT no advisories, 
excellent condition for year. 

£ 2 , 000 . 

0121 567 5286. 


ROVER GTi 216 TWIN CAM. 

Honda Engine. 

Low mileage. 

Electric sunroof. 

Very good condition. 

Must be seen. 

£1,800. 

01746 763419. 

ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


BMW 320D 2003, green, 158,000 
miles, service history, 1 years MoT. 
£1450. 07596 439450. 

BMW 523ISE ESTATE, 1998, 
140,000 miles, dark blue, fsh, MoT, 
auto, air con, cruise control, alloys, 
reversing sensors, very good con¬ 
dition. £650 ono. 07492 364161. 

CITROEN C3, 2005, very good con¬ 
dition, MoT until 2017, 55,530 
miles, £875. Contact Alois for 
viewing 07585 712077. 

CITROEN PICASSO 52 plate, long 

MoT, some service historv -' 

condition, £675 01902 P" 

CITROEN SAXO 1.1 Desire, 2001, 
MoT Feb 2017, excellent condition, 
£350. 07984 320946. 

CITROEN XSARA PICASSO EXCL 
1.6. Diesel, 06 reg, 24/06/16 MoT, 
alloys, met red, 85k, seven service 
stamps, £1,295. 07796 761902 

FORD FIESTA 1.3, 1999, 4 door, 
red, good runner, 75,000 miles, 
MoT 3 months. £350 ono. 

07751 672676. 

FORD FOCUS 1.8 Diesel Estate, 
2002, green, MoT March 2017, 
alloys, 45mpg, good reliable motor, 
£450 ono. 01384 273148. 

FORD KA 1.3 Style, 08, 67,000 
miles, MoT, remote locking, electric 
windows, good condition, colour 
coded, only £1,495. 07956 909034. 

HONDA JAZZ 5Dr, black, 1.4 SE, 52 
Reg., low mileage 67k, MoT, very 

§ ood runner, £1,395 o.n.o. 01902 
56175/07808 215726 after 5pm. 

HYUNDAI GETZ GSi, 1.3, 5dr, 54 
reg, MoT Dec, power steering, CD, 
electrics, lovely condition. £675. 
07486 609898. 


KIA CARENSCRDi LX 

2.0 diesel, 04 plate, black, a/c, 
parking sensors, all e/w, e/m, 
fsh, MoT September, 61 k miles, 
good condition, 3 new tyres. 

£1,200 ono. 

Telephone 01562 754824. 


PEUGEOT 206 1.4SE, 2005, Petrol 
3dr, careful lady owner, part service 
history. MoT’d till Aug. Very low 
miles: 53k. £1,395. 07890 474052. 

PEUGEOT 206 Convertible, 03, 
FSH, MoT, leather interior, blue, 
superb condition. £850. 01384 
440258.07935 337167. 

PEUGEOT 206 XSi, 1.6, 12 months 
MoT, silver, 2004, FSH, full 
electrics, £1,000 ono. 

07763 731326. 

PEUGEOT 307 1.6 petrol, SE, 06, 
black, 76,000 miles, very clean 
in/out, EW, AC, full MoT, 1 former 
keeper, £1,495. 07838 897643. 

PEUGEOT 407 SE 2005, petrol, 
manual, long MoT, service history, 
alloys, very clean. £795. 07950 
398750. 

RENAULT SCENIC Grand, red, 05 
reg, 59,120 miles, new clutch fitted, 
good condition. £1,200 ono. 

07748 070012. 


ROVER 75 1.8 Connoisseur, MoT, 
new head gaskett, genuine 65,600 
miles, £700 ono. 01384 620647 or 
07870 391546. 


86k miles, 6 months MoT. Very 
good condition. £600 ono. May part 
ex. 01902 530123 / 07747 740971. 


SKODA OCTAVIA 1.6 

2003,117,000 miles, grey, abs, 
air bag, MoT untill Sept 2016, 
central locking, pas, alloys, 
stereo. Recent timing belt and 
water pump. 

£475 ono. 

07789 172467. 


TOYOTA AVENSIS T3-X 2005, 
164k miles, olive green, FSH, MoT, 
diesel, alloys, CD, cambelt at 150k, 
very good condition £895 ono 
07405196046. 


VAUXHALL CORSA lOOOcc, 54 
plate, full MoT, very good condition. 
£850. 01384 251328. 

07972 169554. 

VAUXHALL VECTRA LS, 1796cc, 

5dr, hatchback, 2003, silver, 
62,000 miles, petrol, history, 2 
owners, £750. 07901 617734. 

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF S 1999, 
97,500 miles, golden yellow, 3Dr 
Hatchback 1.4 MoT 12/16. £500 
ono 07806092307 

VW GOLF 03, full MoT, low mileage, 
alloys, 5dr, EW, AC, good condi¬ 
tion, £825 ono. 07754 557861. 


WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


RENAULT KANGO van, red, 06 
plate, MoT till January, boarded 
out, excellent condition, £1,500 
ono. 01384 253939. 

VAUXHALL MOVANO VAN, 2000, 
owned for 10 years, MoT’d. Very 
clean, loads of new parts fitted, 
£1,350. o.n.o. 07787 955532. 


Homer’s 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07432 458100/01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


IVIGB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD.WV1 2TZ 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 


Local 

Information 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


JOAN BRENDA HICKMAN 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the aforementioned 
deceased, late of 21 Netherend Close 
Halesowen West Midlands B63 2PB, who 
died on 27/09/2015, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned on or before 01/07/2016, after 
which date the Estate will be distributed 
having regard only to claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 

THE CO-OPERATIVE LEGAL 

SERVICES LIMITED 

Aztec 650 Aztec West 

Almondsbury Bristol BS32 4SD 

(Ref: SADA/3702550P/Hickman) T469910 

RICHARD PARSONS 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 1 Lench 
Close Halesowen West Midlands 
B62 8HP, who died on 24/12/2015, 
are required to send particulars 
thereof in writing to the undersigned 
Solicitors on or before 01/07/2016, 
after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they 
have had notice. 

GEORGE GREEN LLP 

195 High Street Cradley Heath 

West Midlands B64 5HW T4697sa 
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Personals 


CLASSIC GUY, 54 
SLIM, 5FT10INS 

Black hair, brown eyes. 
Loving, kind, caring, sincere, 
easy going, romantic, sensitive, 
spiritual, friendly. 

Own business. 

Looking for a female soulmate 
to share my life with. 

Age unimportant. 

Single Moms welcome. 

Box Number P20314, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


GENTLEMAN, 

WLTM nice lady for company, 
any age, must be honest and 
caring. 

Box Number C20309, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


LADY, AGED 68 

would like to meet gentleman, 
similar age, for friendship / 
companionship. 

Box Number P20313, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1 ES. 


> 


PENN COLTS FC5/7A 
SIDE TOURNAMENT 

U7’S minor -8/10/12/14/ 
Under 16’s 

Saturday, July 2. 

U7’S/ 9/11/13/15. 

Sunday, July 3. 

For all application form visit 
www.penncolts.co.uk 
or call 07748 677682. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


CREMATED REMAINS GRAVE 

Bushbury Cemetery, old section, 
plot for 4 sets of ashes. Offers. 
Contact 07730 598821 


FREE ACCOMODATION 

Would suit retired person on a 
small Caravan Park, near 
Bewdley. 

Must be willing to ao small odd 
jobs, Gardening etc. 

01299 266312. 



London Theatre 

Omega Holidays offer a superb portfolio of theatre breaks, managing the 
whole show package which includes travel, either by coach or rail, four-star 
accommodation and various price bands for each show. Make your own way 
breaks are also available to book. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two days 

Saturday Night Theatre from £169 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. 
There’s a selection of London hotels to choose from (supplements may apply) and rail 
travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday from Birmingham 
New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on Sunday. 

The ticket is for the Saturday evening. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Three days 

Theatre Showstopper from £239 95 

This popular package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday returning on Sunday. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade, plus two nights stay at a 
four-star London hotel (supplements may apply). 

Includes a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance. 

Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Saturday Night from £149 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159 95 

Both breaks include a standard priced theatre ticket (option to upgrade) and an overnight 
stay in an outer London hotel. 

For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the matinee performance before 
heading to the hotel for an evening meal, whereas the Saturday Night option is for the 
evening performance (meal not included). 


Price includes: 

/ Return coach travel 

/ One or two nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
/ Evening meal (with certain packages) 

/ Free time in London 
/ Services of a tour driver 

/ Single rooms subject to availability (supplement applies) 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 

Prices are per person (unless otherwise stated). Please read brochures/web pages for full description 
plus terms and conditions. Please note Star Reader Travel are unable to take bookings. Dates subject to 
availability. Coach pick up points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show — see hrochure/web page for details. 


DAYS: 2 OR 3 DEPARTS: VARIOUS DATES 
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Express & Star 


DATING 


Here’s how to use your dating service 


To Place 


your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 


and follow the simple instructions 



your ad by text 


YOUR regional dating service , run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Simply text IH^J] followed by your first name, date 
of birth, area and your advert (max 155 characters) 
and send M FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


To Reply to members 

call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


To Reply 

by text: 

TeXt... REPLY26 (leave space) box number 
(leave space) and then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in touch... then 
send to 80098 Successfully received messages cost 
£1.50 per SMS received (Max 160 characters). You 
must exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for your 
safety and security. 



Dates in YOUR region 


n left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 


calls cost £1.55 per min plus 
your phone company's access 
charge. 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://dating.expressandstar.com 


Single Women 


FEMALE, 60s, young looking for my age, 
likes singing, dancing, meals in and out, 
theatre, fun to be with. Single would like to 
meet the same. Text only Mailbox: 5448634 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 Box: 419673 
CARING honest female WLTM genuine guy 
for LTR in Glos/Bristol area. Text mail box 
only. Text only Mailbox: 4209465 
JANE, young 41, very broadminded seeks 
chap any age for discreet no strings fun, any 
age, no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3011 Box:409715 

FEMALE seeks male to wine and dine me, 
and treat me like a lady, aged between 50 
and 60. Text only Mailbox: 5444151 
LUCY first time advertiser, 32yrs, tall slim 
blonde airline worker, seeks discreet gent, 
any status for casual fling. Looks/age 
unimportant. Tel: 0906 515 3027 Box: 
420237 

BROWN eyed brummie female, smoker, likes 
music, cinema, meals out, WLTM white male 
for LTR. Text only Mailbox: 4400186 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but bored, 
seeks discreet adult fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 413399 
SHARON 49, med to well built, cuddly, young 
at heart, happy, easygoing, loves the coast 
and seaside looking for honest friendly male. 
Text only Mailbox: 5444189 



C Folow us 
on 


ATTRACTIVE, slim woman looking for fun 
and excitement with guy 35-40 pis text. Text 
only Mailbox: 5419773 
TINA, 43, young looking attractive single 
female looking for love, with similar lonely 
heart resorting to advertising in the hope of 
finding love. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421613 0 

MANDY, 45, friendly outgoing arty female 
who loves wining/dining, looking for male to 
sweep me off my feet, take me out and make 
me feel special, reciprocation guaranteed. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421503 0 
SALLY 37 blonde, blue eyed, who loves life, 
music, letting my hair down, looking for 
similar flirty guy for enjoy TLC and life. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421451 0 
JESSICA 39, attractive fit/healthy blonde 
female enjoys travel, music, the Arts, gym, 
the good things in life, seeking love, laughter, 
LTR with similar male, 40-55yrs. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 421563 0 
HI I am Lorna 39yr old slim female, 5ft 5ins, 
many interests, loves music, seeking 
romantic male to enjoy special times 
together, hopefully leading to true love. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421413 0 


ANGELA, 42, green eyed dark haired 
feminine lady who enjoys walking and 
keeping fit, seeking lonely kind gentleman for 
good times and more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421115 0 


CAROL 37 attractive slim blonde, curves in 
all the right places, nice personality, good 
company, looking for caring man for fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420757 0 


MARGARET 39, dark hair/eyed attractive 
petite divorcee, new to area and looking to 
start a new life, WLTM child friendly male, 
single dad welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421129 0 


ANNA, 41, new to single life seeking caring 
professional male for no strings fun, attention 
and laughter. Life is too short, lets enjoy it! 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421127 0 

HONEST sincere affectionate nurse, 48, 
OHAC, WLTM child friendly male/single dad 
for dates, chats, laughter and more. Any age. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421111 0 


BEV 30yr old curvy attractive female, likes 
music, travel, animals, cosy nights in front of 
a log fire, looking for affectionate male for 
good times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420715 0 

SUE, 46, confident professional, 
sporty/active, seeking sensitive interesting 
guy for intimate evenings in with great food 
and conversations. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420701 0 


CAROLINE, 42yrs, slim attractive blonde, 
varied interests and solvent, WLTM honest 
male of any age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420685 0 

CHRIS, 67, brunette, cuddly, WLTM caring, 
kind gentleman, for days out, meals out, 
walks etc and for just being together. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 420667 


KAREN, 42yrs, attractive and broadminded, 
seeks no strings fun with chap any age, must 

t. Tel: 0906 515 3039 Box: 407953 


ROSEMARY early 50s, GSOH, likes meals 
out, travel, etc, looking for man to share these 
things with. N/S. Text only Mailbox: 


JAYNE, 42, very pretty brunette, stylish, fun, 
loves the 60's, fine wine/restaurants, seeks 
professional gent for mutual life 
enhancement. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:421311 0 


SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, romantic, 
warm and cuddly, seeks similar kind male for 
a loving relationship with lots of cuddles and 
kisses. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 0 
LILY, genuine lady looking for a genuine 
man. I like cosy nights in and am a smoker. 
Text only mailbox no: 5372466 


ABIGAIL, 33yrs slim sophisticated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasures with a 
discreet experienced man, married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3015 Box: 421339 
CURVY Irish female 35yrs looking for fun, 
frolics, weekends away and lots of 
excitement with reliable male, discretion 
assured. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421877 0 

EMILY, mature well educated lady, blonde 
and smart and broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3023 Box 421375 

MANDY divorced independent 46yrs old, 
confident, bubbly and social, looking for male 
companion to share good times and to be 
there for each other. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421841 0 

ROSIE, genuine well educated, sophisticated 
lady 29yrs WLTM fun loving chap, any age for 
chats, lunch, discreet meetings. Box: 
4124710 Text only 

SUE 40s female who enjoys evenings in/out 
looking for someone to have some fun and 
hopefully get close to, go on, give me a ring. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421809 0 
JAYNE, bored housewife, 42yrs looking for 
someone to spice up her days with some fun 
and jokes. Box: 4155728 Text only 
REBECCA tall slim elegant long legged 
romantic, sensual, professional, lots to offer, 
seeks similar male who also appreciates the 
finer things in life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421583 0 

CARING honest female, WLTM genuine guy 
for LTR in Glos/Bristol area. Text only 
Mailbox: 4209465 

SUE, 39, slim feminine brunette, caring, fun 
loving, independent, no ties, OHAC, loves 
cooking, WLTM willing male to get to know 
and spend quality times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 421617 0 


TIRED OF SEARCHING? ITT LOVE FIND YOU! 
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TRISH, 44, tall slim young/good looking 
GSOH, professional, solvent, OHAC, 
affectionate and loves TLC, WLTM male who 
also likes to be in a loving relationship, 39- 
50yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420601 0 

MADDIE extremely passionate female 37, 
seeks reliable male to enjoy the finer things I 
in life and tactile relationship. Tel No: 0 
500 3955 Box No: 420563 0 
CHRIS, 40, attractive slim sophisticated 
redhead, seeking male 30-50's to relax with 
and get to know. Discretion assured. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420491 0 
I SALLY, 46, slim attractive feisty redhead, 

intelligent, easygoing, WLTM similar male for 
friendship and more, looks unimportant. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420475 0 
LOUISE, 47, youthful looking female looking 
for spontaneous male to put some love and 
lust back into life. Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420445 0 
ALEXA 49 - slim, attractive, long-haired 
music loving female, with many interests 
including dining out, the arts, photography 
WLTM similar male. Text only to Mailbox 
no:5345662 


FEMALE, dark haired 5'10, curvy, likes 
reading, walking, cinema, seeks male 40-50 
for lasting relationship. Text only to Mailbox 
no:5077545 

CATHY, 42, good looking brunette with a real 
passion for life, seeking male for happy times, 
dates, chats, romance and more, pis call. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420073 0 
FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 
MAGGIE, 72 yrs young, good sense of 
humour, well presented, WLTM kind, sincere 
chappie to share coffee and a chat. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5310040 
LOUISE 35, dark hair, blue eyes, attractive 
ex air hostess, looking for fun times with older 
male for romantic nights in and more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420043 0 
LOU, 45, lives in Shrewsbury, WLTM a lady 
between 42-49 with blue eyes, must be kind, 
caring and funny to mend my broken heart, 
someone who likes to curl up on the sofa for 
cozy nights in. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 419855 0 


GRAHAM, 50s, 5ft10, blue eyes, very smart, 
OHAC, solvent, smoker, WLTM a very 
feminine, sensual, high heels lady, 36-52, for 
romantic evenings out and holidays, South 
Cheshire, Staffs, ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 421103 
JOHN, 60s, sincere, looking to love and be 
loved, hurt in the past, likes meals out, sports 
and east coast. Text only Mailbox: 4467786 
TOM, 58, dark hair, 6ft, seeks older mature 
female. Size and looks not important. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 421595 
PROFESSIONAL male 62, looking for curvy 
feminine woman, 50-70, for relationship, 
loves theatre, films, music, concerts and 
breaks away. Text only Mailbox: 4435871 


Single Men 


IAN, 5ft8, medium build, OHAC, late 50s, 
likes most things, holidays, gardening, 
motorbikes, WLTM similar aged lady, 50-60, 
with nice personality. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421345 0 

DAVID, 41 yrs still single and looking for Ms 
Right. He has a good job and a lovely 
bachelor pad which misses a lady’s touch. 
Box: 4096375 Text only 
WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good career, likes gym. 
Looking for a lady who likes stimulating 
conversation and times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419829 
DARREN, 44, slim build, dark brown hair, 
green eyes, seeks genuine female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418809 0 


YOUNG looking 56 single male, looking for a 
relationship with petite 40 to 50 year old, likes 
going out/staying in. Text only Mailbox: 
5428643 

MIKE, 6ft, medium to big build, WLTM lady 
for no stings fun, discretion assured. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 421359 0 
MALE seeking female, 45 plus, status 
unimportant, discretion assured for fun times. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418481 
PHIL, 53, 5ft7, stocky athletic build, likes 
keep fit, swimming, cosy nights in, meals out, 
WLTM an honest, attractive, caring lady, with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 421385 0 

ROBERT, solvent gentleman, seeks female 
companion, to attend ice hockey, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421517 0 


TEXT 
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JO attractive 30's brunette who loves life, 
WLTM up for it male to enjoy nights in/out, 
weekends away, fun times and hopefully 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421259 0 

MONICA 35, very attractive, gorgeous curvy 
figure, WLTM nice male who wants to get to 
know a genuine black beauty to wine, dine, 
romance hopefully leading to more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 421241 0 
46YR old Asian lady looking for friendship 
maybe more with white male 50+ Text only 
to Mailbox: 5404865 

TRISH, 45, tall slim young/good looking 
GSOH, professional, solvent, OHAC, 
affectionate and loves TLC, WLTM male who 
also likes to be in a loving relationship, 39- 
50yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421137 0 


DONNA 42yrs young separated female who 

is ready to start dating again, bubbly, 
attractive, blonde and raring to get going, 
come on don't keep me waiting! Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 421567 0 


LOUISE 35, loves meals out, WLTM tallish, 
considerate mature male who is not 
frightened to express themselves and enjoy 

life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421135 0 


SARA, 39, home owner, likes animals, 

tattoos and texting, looking for friendship 
hopefully leading to more. Get in touch! Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421455 0 


YVONNE, single mum, happy with life, but 
would like to meet someone to share fun 
times with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420269 0 


MICHELLE 39yr old nurse, slim, petite, 
blonde, blue eyes, looking to enjoy life with 
similar romantic, caring guy. Single dad 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420791 0 

DEBS lonely 40's female with no ties, GSOH, 
N/S, loves the simple things in life looking for 
similar soul mate to be happy together with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420729 0 
JULIE, 47, blonde brown eyes, size 12, 
varied interests, loves cuddling, kissing and 
showing affection, seeks similar energetic 
male friend for TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:420357 0 

JANE, 47, voluptuous female, long hair, 
brown eyes, generous curves, would love to 
spend cosy nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417985 0 
SAMANTHA pretty brunette, very busty 36, 
intelligent, independent with a real lust for life, 
seeks big-hearted stocky male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420599 0 
48 year old, slim, green eyed female, n/s, 
likes meals out, local theatre, live local bands, 
nights in, looking for a gentleman, 48-52, for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


FEMALE, 37, new to area, would like to meet 
nice trustworthy man, for friendship hopefully 
more. Text only to mailbox: 5392585 
PROFESSIONAL black female age 52^ 

enjoys evenings and days out, would like to 
meet similar Midlands male. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5315901 


CHLOE pretty single female 36yrs, dark 
hair/eyes, slim build, very lonely and looking 
for reliable discreet male for mutual 
companionship maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420359 0 
ANN,38, very attractive female, N/S, positive 
attitude to life, WLTM similar kind male with 
a lot of get up and go for romance and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420355 0 

JACKIE lonely and looking for male 
company, 48-65. Need a bit of love and 
affection? Then I’m your girl, call me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418169 0 
SARAH, curvaceous brunette, 35, 
passionate nature, solvent, OHAC, WLTM 
date again, looking for male to take me out. 
Looks/Age unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420207 0 
LYN, 43, divorced very lonely single mum, 
young looking, slim, attractive, WLTM similar 
male for companionship. Age/looks/Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418795 0 

KELLY young attractive vivacious 48yr old 
lady, loves good food, cosy nights in/out, 
holidays etc, WLTM male for mutual 
companionship Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 420195 0 

CATHY, 42, good looking brunette with a real 
passion for life, seeking male for happy times, 
dates, chats, romance and more. Pis call. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420175 0 
TARA 22 tall slim but curvy with legs that go 
all the way up to heaven, WLTM very 
appreciative confident male for adult fun. 
Contact me anytime. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414701 0 


SINGLE male 49, caring, romantic, 
affectionate, many interests, WLTM slim, 
busty female 25-45. Text only Mailbox: 
4362337 

LEE, 44, honest, genuine and very caring 
looking for the same in a woman. Text only 
Mailbox: 5422168 

SINGLE business man , 5'11, brown eyes, 
well dressed, stocky build, fair skinned, 
successful, not bad looking, kind, generous 
WLTM female for LTR. Text only Mailbox: 
5441173 

JOE single 40's Paddy with GSOH, warm 
hearted, WLTM that single special lady to 
brighten up my life. Text only Mailbox: 
5440368 

WILL, age 60, slim, grey brown hair, non 
smoker, keen cyclist, kind Christian man 
WLTM caring lady to share life with. Lives 
near Monmouth. Text only Mailbox: 
5447401 

TONY, very slim, seeks slim female, 
looks/age unimportant. I am very 
broadminded, for no strings fun. Very 
discreet. Text only Mailbox: 5442177 
ANDY, young looking 49, 5ft5, slim build, 
from West Bromwich, likes films, socialising, 
looking for a fun lady who likes to laugh, for 
good times/possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 421783 0 
NICK, 41,5ft7, Taurus, n/s, handsome, likes 
keeping fit, seeks female 30-40s, for 
friendship and relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 421863 0 
MALE, from West Brom, slim, young 49, 
looking for a special lady to spend fun times 
together and loving relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 421747 
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LISA 38 slim attractive blonde, looking for a 
man who will appreciate a feminine, 
fashionable, fun, romantic sensual woman 
with a mind of her own. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419839 0 


WALSALL male looking for lady for no 

strings adult fun on a regular basis, within 10 
miles of Walsall is preferred but not essential, 
age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420873 0 


MATURE 23 year old. Career minded. 
Workaholic. Looking for a chat maybe more? 
Age does not matter. Text only Mailbox: 
5423510 

NEIL 52, solvent, average build, GSOH 
seeks a caring romantic female for fun nights 
in and out, and lots of cuddles & kisses. Text 
only Mailbox: 5418572 
YOUNG at heart male, smart, looks younger 
than age, likes socalising, looking for 
companionship & friendship. Text only 
Mailbox: 5412069 

SHROPSHIRE trucker, 54, WLTM female, 
40-65, black or white, for friendship, fun and 
hopefully more x Text only Mailbox: 
5411957 

DOMINANT Goddess sought by tall slim 
compliant white male, 50, who WLTM an 
elegant, sensual, high heeled lady, any 
age/race. Text only Mailbox: 4673363 
MALE, 59, 5ft2, average build, looking for a 
genuine, caring lady, 55-65. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 421089 
SMOKIN’ rock geezer, 53, into gigging & 
camping WLTM rock chick 46-58ish, into 
similar, to share experiences, GSOH 
essential! Text only Mailbox: 5414037 
ADVENTUROUS 35yr old male, slim, dark 
hair, likes music, bike rides and photography, 
seeks female for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 0 


50ISH male, seeking lady 60-75 for daytime 
fun, must be discreet. Text only Mailbox: 
4624030 

CARING male, 55, N/S, medium build, likes 
meals out, music, cinema, sports, driving, 
seeks female, 40-60 for friendship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 239148 
MALE 63, N/S, honest, GSOH, car owner, 
seeks female, 55-70 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416817 

GENUINE male, 58, OHAC, looking for fun 
lady for no strings fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417601 
PHIL 57, OHAC, discreet, seeks no strings 
fun with younger female. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 414991 

MALE 45yrs old, self-employed motor 
trader/mechanic, medium build, green eyes, 
average looks. I am a nice genuine and 
honest person looking for similar lady to 
share a honest permanent relationship and 
happy times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 418709 0 

SOUTH Notts guy, 60, medium 5'10 seeks 

attractive lady for evening & weekend fun. 

Text only Mailbox: 5339775 

MALE 63, N/S, GSOH, genuine, caring, likes 

music, travel, meals out, casual drink, seeks 

female, 50-70 for friendship. Tel No: 0906 

500 3955 Box No: 416997 

PHIL 55, divorced, 5ft lOins, slim, OHAC, 

seeks female, 18 plus for discreet adult fun. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 401875 

STEVE 58 yrs, 6ft, average build, seeking 

woman for NSA mutual pleasure, marital 

status unimportant. Text only to mailbox: 

5400701 

YOUNG at heart lonely 55yr old male, 5ft 10, 
medium build, n/s, GSOH, loyal, looking for a 
female for adult fun time, possible LTR. Text 
only to mailbox: 5321154 
MARK, 44, very interesting person, own 
business, sporty, honest and genuine, likes 
nights out, meals out, cinema, country walks, 
WLTM a lady for friendship and good 
company leading to a permanent 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420841 0 

MALE, 63, caring, easygoing, N/S seeks 
female 50-70 for friendship and romance. 
Looks unimportant. Likes occasional drink, 
eating in/out, cinema and driving. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: £ - 


Gay Singles 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


Bl guy WLTM guy for discreet fun. Text only 
Mailbox: 5142373 

BI-CURIOUS male, 46, WLTM other males 
any age or colour, weekdays or weekends, 
can travel. Wolverhampton/Tettenhall areas. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421851 0 
I would like to meet a bi male for some good 
fun aged 50 plus, if interested please get in 
touch. Text only Mailbox: 4179998 
BI-CURIOUS 45 years old, slim and good 
looking, looking for younger bi-curious guy for 
discreet fun. Text only to Mailbox: 4917435 
CAROL, bi curious lady, blonde, 5ft2, short 
hair, blue eyes, size 14, WLTM a similar lady 
between 50-60 years old. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 421281 0 
CHRIS genuine gay female, 55, smoker, likes 
days out, cosy nights in, seeks local, feminine 
gay female, 40-50's for special relationship. 
Nottinghamshire. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 373131 


Just Friends 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


LUKE 60's, seeking young Asian friend, 20- 
30's to socialise with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414841 0 

MODERN young at heart lonely lady, 70's, 
likes trips out, holidays, seeking similar lady 
for friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:410215 


CALL CHARGES": DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT": Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP 
to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT": 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are 
moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have 
not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES": By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service 
provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and 
from our pdc app. w/c 18/04/16 
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2 GREAT CARS 2 GREAT PRICES 



Corsa SE 1.4 5dr 15 plate 
ONLY £9999 


ONlPl 


REG 

WX04FVA 

AC58EHF 

YJ63WZP 

BG64UYC 

BT54AVW 

BU63HHB 

DL15JYB 

YH14DYF 

KD15Y0K 

FT63UKF 

BL14DUJ 

WN110VY 

BP14XWD 

BL13LRF 

BG63GXW 

BX65XZZ 

CP14MBU 

NL13KEU 

BU64WTD 

BN61UPE 

KW14EJC 

VU13HZE 

BV62XPK 

PN63XDZ 


VEHICLE 

Volkswagon Beetle Cabriolet 
Ford Kuga Zetec TDCI 
Suzuki Grand Vitara 
Fiat Panda Pop 5DR 
Mini 0ne1.6 3DR 
KIA Spoilage 1 
Nissan Juke 1.6 Visia 
Mitsubishi Asx 4 Di-D 4x41.8 5dr 
Renault Clio 1.2 Expression + 
Vauxhall Mokka SE Auto 
Suzuki S-cross 5Dr 1.6 Ddis SZ3 
Fiat 500 Lounge 
Vauxhall Adam Jam 1.4 
Vauxhall Zafira 5Dr 1.6i 16v Exclusiv 
Vauxhall Meriva Tech Line 1.4 
Ford Fiesta Zetec 1.0 Turbo 
Vauxhall Corsa Excite Ac 3dr 1.2 
Suzuki Swift Sz3 

Vauxhall Corsa Ltd Edition 1.2 3dr 
Vauxhall Corsa S 1.0 
Suzuki Swift Sz3 
Hyundai 110 Classic 
Chevrolet Captiva Lt Vcdi Auto 
Chevrolet Cruze LT Auto 



COLOUR 

MILEAGE 

WAS 

NOW 

SAVE 

Blue 

90423 

£3,999 

£3,699 

£300 

Blue 

47076 

£10,999 

£9,999 

£1,000 

Black 

28101 

£11,495 

£10,999 

£496 

White 

3600 

£7,999 

£6,000 

£1,999 

Red 

21549 

£6,999 

£4,999 

£2,000 

Black 

18726 

£13,000 

£12,250 

£750 

Blue 

18007 

£11,999 

£10,999 

£1,000 

White 

13133 

£16,495 

£15,795 

£700 

Red 

1400 

£9,000 

£8,499 

£501 

Silver 

14400 

£14,000 

£13,750 

£250 

Boost Blue 

27795 

£10,995 

£9,995 

£1,000 

Grey 

20295 

£6,499 

£5,999 

£500 

White 

9823 

£8,995 

£8,495 

£500 

Power Red 

13560 

£9,999 

£8,499 

£1,500 

Blue 

15057 

£9,999 

£7,777 

£2,222 

Blue 

6566 

£10,795 

£10,000 

£795 

White 

7010 

£7,999 

£7,499 

£500 

Silver 

19846 

£7,495 

£6,995 

£500 

Black 

13327 

£9,999 

£9,399 

£600 

Red 

46132 

£5,491 

£4,995 

£496 

Grey 

8752 

£8,499 

£7,491 

£1,008 

White 

20670 

£5,295 

£4,995 

£300 

White 

24883 

£15,795 

£14,495 

£1,300 

Silver 

25551 

£7,495 

£6,999 

£496 


■75U 
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Focus RS 
a bargain 
on power 
and fun 

By Ian Donaldson 


PUSH a button in the new 165mph Focus RS 
and you’ll enjoy the sort of pops and bangs 
from two huge exhaust pipes that turn a tame 
drive to work into the first corner at Silver- 
stone. 

If it all sounds barely road legal, you’d be right. It 
took three visits from the Euro compliance people to 
Ford’s prototype plant in Germany before they had to 
agree the car was quiet enough for the public road 

— just. 

Push the same button again and the car will easily drift in 
a wide circle with all four tyres shrieking and scrabbling for 
grip - impressive in a Top Gear sort of way but best kept to 
a test track with a Michelin supply truck on call. This ‘drift’ 
mode in the car’s set up is a tell tale to the way the Ford de¬ 
velopment team approached this third Focus to wear the RS 
ultimate performance badge - make it fun to own, in spades. 

It takes no more than a few yards to appreciate that it’s 
mission accomplished for the Cologne-based RS crew and 
not many more to conclude this is the bargain performance 
car of the year. 

At £29,995 on-the-road it’s no surprise that order books 
are bulging with more than 3,000 UK buyers wanting their 
own Focus RS as soon as possible - and happily adding 
another £3,500 worth of options to their cars. Even then it’s 
still cheap for the sort of performance on offer - a 165mph 
top speed and dash to 62mph in 4.7 seconds are heroic 
figures, made possible from a 2.3 litre turbocharged engine 
that pumps out 350 horsepower all day long. 

That’s the obvious part of the new RS’s attraction; have 
one in nitrous blue (a £745 option chosen by more than 
half the buyers to date) and the car looks the part of barely 
tamed road tiger too. 

At the front you’ll find a huge radiator grille, covered with 
special mesh that lets the most air possible through to the 
biggest intercooler the RS team could squeeze into the car 
(it keeps the air entering the engine as dense as possible, 
which is good for power.) 

At the rear there’s a modest roof spoiler and FI-style dif¬ 
fuser beneath the bumper, both helping to cut rear end lift 
at speed to zero. That’s rare on a road car and an indication 
of the depth of development that has produced the latest 
RS. And between the two extremes you’ll find a permanent 
all-wheel drive system that helps keep the car safe, yet drive 
like something that enjoys power through its rear wheels. 
And it does, scampering along UK byways with the tenacity 
of a terrier at play. 

The wonder is that the car then rides rougher roads with 
settled aplomb, always sportingly firm but soaking up the 
bumps beautifully. That’s a hard trick to pull off, but here is a 
car that could double up as family transport without batting 
an eyelid - why, it even has four doors and a decent boot. 

A little less user friendly is an official fuel consumption of 
36.7mpg, but easily dropped to the low-twenties. Exhaust 
emissions of 175/gms will hurt the pocket too, with £295 
road tax in year one and £205 thereafter. 

Chunky 19ins alloy wheels cover big uprated brakes that 
come as part of the RS package, while the sport theme con¬ 
tinues inside with a trio of extra instruments on the dash top 
and Recaro seats - uprated in the test car with a pair of extra 
deep semi-race style Recaros (£1,145) that weren’t too hard 
to climb out of and added a dollop of track appeal. 

Back to the practicalities; it might not be a lot of money for 
the driving pleasure on offer but the new RS is not light on 
non-sporting fixtures and fittings. 

Standard kit includes bi-xenon headlights, heated wind¬ 
screen, dual zone air conditioning, touchscreen DAB audio 
system, electric and heated door mirrors, electric windows 
all round, auto dimming rear view mirror and - for UK cars 

- a special alarm system. 

That ought to make the RS hard to steal. Not difficult to 
appreciate why some tea leaf might want to, though. 
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Plug-in market gearing up 


Launched back in April 2014, 
the award-winning Mitsubishi 
Outlander PHEV has effec¬ 
tively defined the emergence 
of the UK’s plug-in hybrid 
sector. 

In 2013, the year before its arriv¬ 
al, the total plug-in hybrid market 
across all marques stood at just 
989. 

Two years on there are 21,053 Mit¬ 
subishi Outlander PHEVs on the UK’s 
roads. 

Lance Bradley, managing director 
of Mitsubishi Motors in the UK, said: 


‘Introducing new technology is very 
challenging and to sell over 21,000 
Outlander PHEVs in the first two years 
has been an incredible achievement. 

‘People are being increasingly at¬ 
tracted to environmental vehicle per¬ 
formance and the economy it delivers. 
However they still want to have a car 
that is great to drive and doesn’t cost 
significantly more than an equivalent 
traditional petrol or diesel powered 
car.’ 

Continuing the success story, in the 
first three months of 2016 total market 
registrations of plug-in hybrid passen¬ 
ger cars are 7,468. Over half of which 
are Mitsubishi Outlander PHEVs. 


In two short years Outlander PHEV 
sales have overtaken every other 
plug-in hybrid and pure electric car, 
even passing vehicles that have been 
around since 2011 such as the Nissan 
Leaf. 

The Outlander PHEV has become 
the UK’s number one choice. 

It’s not difficult to see why it is prov¬ 
ing so popular. It boasts impressive fuel 
economy and ultra-low emissions - in 
a vehicle with the go-anywhere ability 
of four-wheel-drive. Combining electric 
and petrol power it has a range of 541 
miles - 32 miles in electric mode alone, 
which is more than enough to accom¬ 
modate the average daily commute. 




Fiat’s attractive offers 
for business car users 


Fiat UK has launched a competitive new con¬ 
tract hire promotion aimed specifically at 
business users. 

There are extremely attractive offers available across 
the Fiat range but a highlight will undoubtedly be the Fiat 
500X 1.6 MultiJet II 120hp Pop Star which is available from 
just £155 per month (excluding VAT) with a low £954 initial 
rental (ex VAT) and a sensible 10,000 mile annual mileage 
allowance over the course of the 36 month contract. 

With excellent fuel economy of 68.9MPG (offi¬ 
cial combined cycle), C02 emissions of just 109g/ 
km and inexpensive regular maintenance, the Fiat 
500X’s low running costs will keep the accounts 
department happy, while the user gets to enjoy the 
distinctive styling, superb ride and handling charac¬ 
teristics, impressive refinement and high standard 
specification of the new Fiat 500X Pop Star, which 
includes 17-inch alloy wheels, rear parking sensors, 


dual-zone climate control, cruise control and a five- 
inch Uconnect touchscreen infotainment system with 
Bluetooth audio streaming, USB port, DAB digital ra¬ 
dio and satellite navigation all as standard. 

Monthly rentals for business users wishing to drive a Fiat 
500X start at just £133 over three years for the Fiat 500X 
Pop 1.6 E-Torq HOhp with a £798 initial rental. For more 
information, including full terms and conditions of the Busi¬ 
ness Contract Hire arrangement, business users can con¬ 
tact any participating Fiat dealership in the UK, where this 
promotion can also be tailored to the specific requirements 
of individual business users. 

With Fiat Contract Hire, the customer will have fixed 
costs, clear budgeting and no resale to deal with at the end 
of the contract. 

Interested business users can visit http://www.fiat.co.uk/ 
fleet-services/fleet/contract-hire-offers or contact the Fiat 
UK Business Centre on 01753 519 442 during business 
hours or email fiat.fleet@fcagroup.com 



Clever Honda Thinking, 
The CR-V is full of it. 

See what the CR-V can do at Brindley Honda. 


HONDA 

The Power of Dreams 


Exclusive offer to Brindley Honda £5,000*deposit contribution. 5.9% APR Representative. 5 Years' Servicing for £555** Price includes metallic paint. 


Model 

OTR 

Customer 

deposit 

Customer 
deposit % 

HUK 

contribution 

Brindley deposit 
contribution 

Amount of 
credit 

36 monthly 
payments 

Final payment 
inc option fee 

Total financial 
amount payable 

APR 

representative 

Interest rate 
fixed p/a 

Option to 
purchase fee 

Duration of 
agreement 

Contracted 

mileage 

Excess 

mileage +vat 

CR-V 1.6 i-DTEC SE (Honda 
Connect) 2WD Manual 

£26,610.00 

£3,304.78 

31% 

£3,000.00 

£2,000.00 

£18,305.22 

£249 

£12,063.75 

£29,332.53 

5.9% 

5.77% 

£10 

37 months 

10,000 miles 

6p/mile 


BRINDLEY HONDA Visit: www.brindley-honda.co.uk 


Walsall Road, Cannock WS11 OJP 
01543 406608 


Millennium Park, Swan Lane, West Bromwich B70 ONR 
0121 629 0989 


West Street, Stafford Road Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 
01902 690600 


Fuel consumption figures for the CR-V SE 1.6 i-DTEC 2WD Manual mpg (l/100km): Urban 61.4 (4.6), Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2), Combined 64.2 (4.4). CO 2 emissions: 115g/km. 

Fuel consumption figures sourced from official EU-regulated laboratory test results, are provided for comparison purposes and may not reflect real-life driving experience. Model Shown: CR-V SE 1.6 i-DTEC 2WD Manual in Lunar Silver Metallic at £26,610 On The Road (OTR). Terms and Conditions: New retail CR-V ordered from 01 April 
2016 to 30 June 2016 and registered by 30 June 2016. Subject to model and colour availability. Offers applicable at participating dealers and are at the promoter's absolute discretion. Not to be used along with any other offers currently available. ‘Honda Deposit contribution: £3,000 Honda deposit contribution on CR-V models purchased through Honda Aspirations, Brindley Honda deposit 
contribution £2000 (exclusive to Brindley Honda). Honda Aspirations (PCP): Minimum customer deposit 0%, maximum customer deposit 30%. You do not have to pay the Final Payment if you return the car at the end of the agreement and you have paid all other amounts due, the vehicle is in good condition and has been serviced in accordance with the Honda service book and the maximum 
annual mileage has not been exceeded. Indemnities maybe required in certain circumstances. Finance is only available to persons aged 18 or over, subject to status. All fi guresare correct at time of publication but may be subject to change. Brindley Garages Ltd trading as Brindley Honda are credit brokers, not lenders. Credit provided by Honda Finance Europe Pic. Cain Road, Bracknell, 
Berkshire RG12 1HL. Honda Finance Europe pic is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, Financial Services Register number 312541. “5 Years' Servicing includes: All scheduled servicing, as detailed in the vehicle's service book, will be covered for 5 years or 62,500 miles, whichever comes first. 5 Years' Servicing is optional. It is being offered for £555 including VAT 
(usual value £1,430 including VAT, resulting in a £875 saving for the customer) and is available to finance or non-finance customers. Please note, should you sell the vehicle during the period of cover, the package remains with the vehicle. Cars must be ordered by 30 April and delivered by 30 June 2016. 
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Lexus makes bold statement 


By Ian Donaldson 


THERE’LL be no mistaking the 
new Lexus RX200t at the golf 
club, from the front, most cer¬ 
tainly. 

This fourth generation large, luxu¬ 
ry SUV from Toyota’s posh division is 
no shrinking violet in the looks depart¬ 
ment. 

The vast radiator grille makes what Lexus 
calls a ‘powerful visual statement’ and will 
ensure it’s easy to pick out from the sea of 
Range Rovers, Audi Q7s and BMW X5s that 
are this car’s natural competition. 

To these eyes this new-found visual bold¬ 
ness works a treat, toning itself down a little 
as the gaze moves along the side of the car 
- all dramatic swoops and swerves - before 



concluding in a tail that picks up the angled 
theme of the front. Inside, things are more 
typically Lexus. That means an almost pared 
back feel, using leather and high grade plas¬ 
tics in a combination that quietly tells of good 
taste and attention to detail. 

It was plenty good enough to impress the 
owner of a nearly new Range Rover Sport 
who came along for the ride, especially when 
he discovered his new baby cost half as 
much again as his recent driveway addition. 

In fact the RX200t range starts at £39,995 
for an S model fitted with the same 2.0 litre 
petrol engine of the plusher Luxury version 
(£45,995) and tops out with the £57,995 RX 
450h Premier. That version comes with the 
other engine choice in this new RX range, a 
3.5 litre V6 petrol engine that combines with 
an electric motor to produce a total of 308 
horsepower and an official fuel consumption 
figure (54.3mpg) that shames the harder 
working 2.0 litre engine in the test car. 

That’s rated at a mere 36mpg officially and 
managed just 28mpg in more than 500 miles 
of mixed motoring, none of it taken at much 
of a hurry. 

The least expensive way of moving to 
the larger engine with electric assist is the 
£46,995 RX 450h SE but with a large, heavy 
body to move about that 50mpg-plus figure 
is likely to remain a distant dream. 

Which points up an obvious omission in 
this new RX range. Where is the diesel; the 
power plant of choice for most UK and Euro¬ 
pean buyers of big cars? 

The answer is that places where the RX 
sells best - the States, for instance - simply 
don’t buy diesels, sticking instead to petrol. 
That alone is going to limit the attractions 
of the car here in the UK, where hardly any 
Range Rovers, for instance, are sold without 
a diesel under the bonnet. 



This fourth generation 
large, luxurious SUV from 
Toyota’s posh division is 
no shrinking violet in the 
looks department 


But, if you can make the sums add up, 
the RX200t will provide lots that’s good 
about big car motoring. And it’ll do it for 
years on end without ever going wrong 
and be serviced for you by a dealer who 
is part of a select band that tops the poll 
for customer satisfaction so regularly they 
ought to have won the cup outright by now. 

Most obvious plus point is the amount of 
space inside the RX, with genuine stretch¬ 
ing room in the rear and a huge boot too. 

And it does all feel rather fine into the 
bargain. Rides well too and goes far bet¬ 
ter than you’d ever expect with such a 


smallish engine doing the work. It can get 
a bit vocal if pressed but exercise a little 
restraint and the auto gears will propel you 
in a manner befitting a car made to shrink 
big mileages. 

It won’t thrill its driver as the miles go by, 
but it’s not that sort of car. Better to enjoy 
the trappings of luxury, from a sat nav with 
an enormous display (but controlled by a 
fiddly control) to electrically warmed and 
cooled front seats, powered tailgate, adap¬ 
tive cruise control, auto dipping headlights 
and lights that show you the puddles near 
the doors before you step into them. 



/Bumper scuffs /Kerbed alloys 



/Paintwork scratches /Dented panels 


Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 9 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 




ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won't dent your pocket 




DRIVING EXPERIENCE - COST OF OWNERSHIP - DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 





Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 


expressandstar.com/drivetime 
































Jack Addenbrooke - longest-serving 





Current boss Kenny Jackett -12th on list 



Ronnie Allen led Wolves into top flight in 1967 



John Barnwell with the League Cup in 1980 


Kenny manages 
to make top list 


WOLVES boss Kenny Jack¬ 
ett is the 17th longest-serv¬ 
ing manager in the country 
- and there’s a team’s worth 
in front of him for service at 
Molineux. 

Of the club’s 28 permanent 
chiefs since their formation in 
1877, Jackett, with nearly three 
years at the helm, is 12th. 

Initially the Wolves team was se¬ 
lected by a committee, headed up by 
the club secretary. George Worrall 
was the first for seven years and eight 
months from August 1887 to May 
1885, with Jack Addenbrooke replac¬ 
ing him that August. 

He is still the longest-serving boss 
in Wolves’ history, with a 36 years 
and 10 months reign and led Wolves 
to the FA Cup twice. 

The club appointed their first full¬ 
time manager, George Jobey in June 
1922. He lasted nearly two years be¬ 
fore Albert Hoskins was brought in, 
while Fred Scotchbrook lasted just 
over a year. 

Wembley 

Major Frank Buckley arrived in 
July 1927 and his 15 years and eight 
months saw the club reach the First 
Division, finishing runners-up twice 
in the top flight. A 4-1 defeat to Ports¬ 
mouth at Wembley saw them lose the 
1939 FA Cup final, but they did win 
the 1942 League ‘War’ Cup. 

Ted Vizard came on board in April 
1944, leading them to third in the 
first ‘peace time’ season of 1946-47. 

Come the summer of 1948, his as¬ 
sistant Stan Cullis would take charge, 
going on to become the club’s most 
successful manager and make Wolves 
the biggest team in the country. 
Three First Division titles, two FA 
Cups and one Charity Shield came 
their way along with the first foray 
into European football in what is 


SPORTING MEMORIES 


By Craig Birch 


Longest-serving Wolves managers: 

1: Jack Addenbrooke (August 1885-June 
1922) 35 years 10 months; 

2: Stan Cullis (June 1948-September 1964) 16 
years three months; 

3: Major Frank Buckley (July 1927-March 
1944) 15 years eight months; 

4: George Worrall (August 1877-May 1885) 
Seven years eight months. 

5: Bill McGarry (November 1968-May 1976) 
Seven years six months; 

6: Graham Turner (October 1986-March 1994) 
Seven years five months; 


7: Mick McCarthy (July 2006-February 2012) 
Five years seven months; 

8: Ted Vizard (April 1944-May 1948) Three 
years 11 months; 

9: Dave Jones (January 2001-November 
2004) Three years nine months; 

10: Ronnie Allen (September 1965-November 
1968) Three years two months; 

11: John Barnwell (November 1978-January 
1982) Three years two months; 

12: Kenny Jackett (May 2013-Present) Two 
years 10 months. 


now the Champions League. He was 
sacked in September 1964 and the 
club were relegated that season. Andy 
Beattie was in charge when they went 
down, he left in September 1965, with 
Ronnie Allen taking them back up in 
1967. 

Another purple patch came under 
Bill McGarry, who left First Division 
rivals Ipswich Town to take over from 
the sacked Allen in November 1968. 
His seven-and-a-half year reign saw 
Wolves lift the Texaco Cup in 1971, 
before losing the UEFA Cup final to 
Tottenham Hotspur 3-2 on aggregate. 

But McGarry was axed when the 
club was relegated in 1976. 

His No 2, Sammy Chung, took over 
and restored them to the First Divi¬ 
sion at the first attempt, later making 
way for John Barnwell in November 
1978. He delivered Wolves’ last major 
trophy, the League Cup in 1980. 

Wolves went into almost-terminal 
decline under the ownership of the 
Bhatti brothers. Barnwell resigned 
and the team were relegated under 
Ian Greaves, although Graham 
Hawkins did take them back into the 
top-flight. 

He left after they went down again, 
with Tommy Docherty later shown 
the door as they headed for three rel¬ 


egations in a row. McGarry lasted just 
61 days of his second spell, with chief 
scout Sammy Chapman pushed into 
the role. Brian Little then had a spell 
as caretaker. 

Graham Turner’s appointment 
dragged Wolves off their knees, over¬ 
seeing two promotions and the Sherpa 
Van Trophy win at Wembley in 1988. 

Sir Jack Hayward bought the club 
and vowed to restored them to the top¬ 
flight again, with Turner removed for 
former England coach Graham Taylor 
in March 1994. Taylor, Mark McGhee 
and Colin Lee all spent Sir Jack’s mil¬ 
lions and failed to deliver, before Dave 
Jones got it right through the play¬ 
offs in 2003. 

They were relegated after one sea¬ 
son in the Premier League and Jones 
was sacked in November 2004, with 
another former England chief in 
Glenn Hoddle named as his successor. 

He stepped down in May 2006, pav¬ 
ing the way for Mick McCarthy’s ar¬ 
rival. He took them up as champions 
and kept them in the Premier League 
for two campaigns. 

Terry Connor, the ill-fated Stale 
Solbakken and Dean Saunders 
couldn’t prevent a double relegation, 
with Jackett arriving in May 2013 as 
Wolves began life in League One. 




Sir Jack and Dave Jones celebrate promotion 


Graham Turner and legend Steve Bull 
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Bill McGarry had a successful first spell 
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Kenny's managing to keep up 
with the long-serving bosses 

See page 39 
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Great start 
but lessons 
to be learned 

JUNIOR swimmers from Halesowen 
made the trip to Nuneaton for the first 
round of the junior league. 

Halesowen swimmers swan well and 
rivalled for first place, but suffered some 
relay disqualifications that pushed them 
into second spot. This was an excellent 
start to the league with some lessons 
learned for the next round. The final 
point scores were Leicester Sharks B 
237, Halesowen 221, Coalville 216, 
Haden Hill 165, Oldbury 160. 

Stars of the show with two individual 
wins were Niamh Larkin who triumphed 
in the 12 years and under butterfly and 
breaststroke, Caleb Darby in the nine 
years butterfly and freestyle and Jacob 
Bailey in the 11 years and under back- 
stroke and breaststroke. 

Other individual winners were Wil¬ 
liam Walker and Eve Berrington in the 
freestyle, Sarah Elfrey in the breast¬ 
stroke and Max Asante-Boaky in the 
backstroke. 

The girls’ nine years relay team were 
also unbeatable, winning both the free¬ 
style and medley relays and included 
Jasmine Alderson, Bo Luscombe, Olivia 
Stark, and Francesca Whitehead. 

Swimmers then travelled to Droitwich 
for what was always going to be a testing 
gala. The team had performed well in the 
previous two rounds and made it to the A 
final against the best in the league. 

From the start Worcester A and Stour¬ 
bridge A were proving hard to beat, but 
the team battled throughout and ended 
the gala in an excellent third place. 

Individual winners were Niamh Lar¬ 
kin in the girls 11 years and under 50m 
breaststroke and Mark Laing in the 
men’s open 100m backstroke. 

The mixed open 6x1 freestyle relay fin¬ 
ished the last race with a win and com¬ 
prised Isobel Bowers, Lauren Hill, Kate 
Morrice, Mark Laing, Jacob Darby and 
Jack Simpson. 

Pressure? Boss is 
sure his Glassboys 
players can hack it 

Stourbridge 2 Whitby Town 0 

STOURBRIDGE boss Gary Hackett 
feels his team are well-equipped to cope 
with the pressure of the final two games 
of the regular season. 

The Glassboys couldn’t clinch a place 
in the Evo-Stik Premier play-offs despite 
a strong second-half performance which 
saw two superb goals. Workington’s 
victory at Ashton means Stourbridge 
may need to beat Frickley away tonight 
(Thursday) to make sure. 

But Hackett said his team were doing 
everything they could to secure a play¬ 
off place and were more than capable of 
seeing the job through. 

Resilient Whitby threatened to take a 
first-half lead and Michael Roberts hit 
the bar. Kristian Green provided the 
pass for Chris Lait to smash home from 
outside the area on 62 minutes. 

The second on 72 was a virtuoso effort 
from Justin Richards, who picked up a 
loose ball in the box, turned a half circle 
and lobbed it into the top corner. 

David McTiernan was sent off for the 
visitors with nine minutes left for a sec¬ 
ond booking. 


Yeltz on road to a hiding at Ashton 


Ashton Utd 3 Halesowen Town 0 

HALESOWEN Town had a nightmare evening 
at play-off-chasing Ashton, who are still well in 
contention for a top-five finish after an emphatic 
3-0 win. 

The game didn’t kick off until 8pm after Yeltz 
were stuck in heavy traffic on the M6. They were 
also caught up in an Ashton onslaught. 

Chris Baguley played in Martin Pilkington, 
whose shot was blocked as the hosts made early 
running. 

Pilkington gave them the lead on 18 minutes, 
rolling in after goalkeeper John King failed to 
pick up a loose ball. The lead was increased on 35 


Football 


minutes with a header from captain Jay Gorton. 
A long-range Baguley effort on 80 minutes se¬ 
cured the points, though Danny Bragoli missed 
an easy chance late on for a consolation. 

Halesowen Town 3 Grantham Town 0 
HALESOWEN rounded off their home fixtures 
with a comprehensive three-goal victory over 
mid-table Grantham. It meant Halesowen have 
equalled last season’s points tally. 

Tyree Clarke grabbed the Yeltz lead in the 
ninth minute with a fine low finish across goal¬ 


keeper Jake Turner into the bottom corner. Hale¬ 
sowen doubled their lead a minute before the 
break after Malcolm Melvin was brought down in 
the penalty area. 

Although Melvin’s spot-kick was saved bril¬ 
liantly in the bottom corner by Turner, Kaiman 
Anderson lofted the ball back over the stranded 
keeper for captain Jay Denny to head hom. 

The Yeltz made it 3-0 in the 78th minute when 
a 20 yard right wing free-kick from Aaron Grif¬ 
fiths sailed straight into the net past Turner 
through a crowded goalmouth. 

Halesowen finish the season at Hyde on Sat¬ 
urday. 


PRIDE AT THIRD 
PLACE FINISH 


Pirates plunder annual trophy 



Old Hales under-9s pirates celebrate winning the Kings Norton tournament 


Old Halesonians 15 Nuneaton 7 

THE final league game of the 
season saw third-placed Hales 
meet Nuneaton, in fourth, for 
an entertaining finale. 

Overnight rainfall meant the home staff pre¬ 
paring the training pitch to match standard as 
the first team pitch was waterlogged. 

Hales fielded a strong side and from the kick 
off they were on the attack with head coach Ben 
Hughes gliding over for a try after only minutes, 
converted by Oli Rayner. 

Nuns came back with a well worked try wide 
out which was converted to draw level. 

Wingers Luke Smith and Jay Reid tested the 
opposition and on 26 minutes the latter was 
given the ball in space and sprinted past his op¬ 
posite man to score for a half-time 12-7 lead. 

Second half pressure from Hales led to a pen¬ 
alty converted by Rayner. 

Further pressure should have seen more scores 
for Hales but Nuneaton defended well. 

Vice-chairman Simon Hussey said: “This has 
been a long difficult season but we should be re¬ 
ally proud of our third place position in a league 
against some strong physical sides. 

“We finished 22 points above Peterborough in 
fourth place which shows how strong and con¬ 
sistent we have been apart from the odd result.” 

Hales first team meet Birmingham Solihull 
in the semi final of the North Midlands Cup at 
Portway tomorrow night (Friday), kick off 7.30. 

Nuneaton 2nds 31 Old Halesonians 2nds 15 
OLD Hales had the upper hand during the first 
10 minutes but couldn’t penetrate the Nuneaton 
defence. Gradually Nuneaton gained more pos¬ 
session and on 14 minutes they scored close to 
the posts and the conversion was successful. 

Old Hales were awarded a penalty after 24 
minutes and Luke Fenton landed the kick, but 
the Nuneaton full-back raced 25m to score under 
the posts for a converted try and a 14-3 lead. 

A Sam Foster try reduced the deficit, but a pen¬ 
alty try, converted, made it 21-8. Mike Topping’s 
try, converted by Fenton, closed the gap. 

Old Hales were reduced to 13 players when 
they received two yellow cards for infringements 
at the mauls. Nuneaton capitalised and added a 
penalty followed by a try from close range. 

Old Halesonians 3rds lost 46-34 to Malvern 
3rds. 


OLD Halesonians Pirates under-9s came home 
with the treasure from the Kings Norton RFC 
annual mini-rugby tournament. 

Ten teams in all from eight clubs took part. 
They were initially split into two pools of 
five with the top three from each progressing 
through to the latter stages and the chance to 
compete for silverware. 

Old Hales were confident of a top three finish 
and beat Kings Norton Reds in their first group 
game eight tries to nil. 

A five try to nil win over Bromsgrove followed 
before Old Hales then beat last year’s winners 
Droitwich 3-2. It meant Old Hales topped the 


pool and progressed to the final. Kings Norton 
Black topped Pool A and provided the opposi¬ 
tion for the final. 

In a fantastic game, the score was tied at a 
try each at half-time, so the match was deli¬ 
cately poised. 

It ended at two tries all so rules stated the 
contest would be determined by golden try 
extra time - and Old Hales snatched the all-im¬ 
portant score to be crowned as champions. 

A spokesman said: “A fantastic day of rugby 
from all the teams involved, and a real squad 
effort from Old Hales u-9s to walk away as 
tournament winners 2016.” 


Club boost 
as Dhoolab 
joins ranks 

HALESOWEN Cricket Club have 
moved to strengthen their batting line¬ 
up ahead of the new season with the ad¬ 
dition of Priyesh Dhoolab. 

The former West Bromwich Dart¬ 
mouth, Smethwick and Stourbridge 
player has made a comeback after end¬ 
ing a self-imposed exile from the game 
over the last two years. 

He will be playing alongside some fa¬ 
miliar faces as he teams up with skipper 
Richard Brooker and Wes Griffiths for 
a second time after their spell at Stour¬ 
bridge over a decade ago. 

Dhoolab has spent the bulk of his 
career at WBD where he learned his 
trade from household names like David 
Houghton, Andy Flower and Mike Rin- 
del and during his time there played 
county age group cricket for Warwick¬ 
shire. 

Dhoolab said: “It’s great to be back in 
the game again. 

“I love the game too much to watch 
from the sidelines and having been in 
conversation with some of the Hale¬ 
sowen hierarchy this winter about other 
matters I got a really good vibe about 
the place. I can’t wait to get the pads on 
again.” 

Meanwhile the club have, like most 
of their neighbours, spent another week 
wondering when summer will finally ar¬ 
rive after more heavy rain washed out 
play. 

Planned T20 games against Himley 
and Walsall last weekend fell to the 
weather. Still upbeat, the club have 
been re-arranging their pre-season pro¬ 
gramme. 

Saturday sees a 1st XI visit from Ast- 
wood Bank to Seth Somers Park, 1pm 
start, while on Sunday the club visit 
Kenilworth Wardens for the first round 
of the ECB T20 National Knockout at 
Glasshouse Lane, Kenilworth. 

Cyclists saddle up 
for ride series latest 

HALESOWEN Club cyclists were out 
in force for the third round of the west 
Midlands Series, a 65-mile race set in 
the Malvern Hills. 

Coming into the last turn about 1km 
from the finish Jack Stanton Warren 
made a move and attacked the bunch 
along with two others. Although this 
move was swallowed up on the long ap¬ 
proach to the line he did well to hang 
onto 10th place behind winner Joe At¬ 
kins. Oliver Dighton, in his first year as 
a junior, recorded another top 20 finish 
closely followed by Joe Hobbs, Patrick 
Fotheringham and first-timer Nick Clay¬ 
ton in his debut West Midlands race. 


★★★ 
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